BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Southern
Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southerm
Missouri Natural Gas for a Certificate of

Public Convenience and Necessity Authorizing it

To Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control
Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas Distribution
System to Provide Gas Service in Branson,

Branson West, Reeds Spring, and Hollister, Missouri

Case No. GA-2007-0168

SOUTHERN MISSOURI NATURAL GAS’
STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO CONSOLIDATION OF CASES

COMES NOW Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southern Missourl
Natural Gas (“SMNG”), and for its Statement in Opposition in response to the

Commission’s Order Directing Filing issued on November 16, 2007, respectfully states

as follows: ‘

1. In its Order Directing Filing (“Order”), the Commission correctly

observed that “[o]n November 15, 2007, during a telephone conference, Ozark Energy
Partners, LLC and Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southern Missouri
Natural Gas expressed concerns aBout consolidating Case Nos. GA-2006-0561 and GA-
2007-0168.” In order to “gather Ozark and Southern Missouri’s input on the matter of
consolidation,” the Commission’s Order also required “the parties to file a statement of
their concerns prior to Agenda on November 20.” SMNG reiterates its opposition to any
proposed consolidation of the above-referenced cases herein.~

2. The evidentiafy hearing in Case No. GA-2007-0168 (“SMNG Case”) is

currently set for November 27-28, 2007. As set forth in its “Response in Opposition to




Ozark Energy Partners’ Motion To Indefinitely Postpone Hearing” filed in that
proceeding by SMNG on November 15, 2007, these hearing dates were scheduled with
the specific agreement of all of the parties to the SMNG Case, including ‘Ozark Energy
Partners (“OEP”), when SMNG filed on October 24, 2007, the _Proposed Procedural
~ Schedule on behalf of the parties to that proceeding. Indeed, unﬁl the OEP motion of
November 13, no objection had previously been lodged against such ﬁlgd schedule. In
accordance with these scheduled hearing dates, witness schedules and travel plans have
been made and hearing preparations are proceeding, in contemplation of concluding these
hearings on SMNG’s application in the two days allotted. |

3; On November 13, 2007, SMNG filed its “Objecﬁon to Non-Unanimous
Stipﬁlation and Agreement and Request for Hearing” in Case No. GA-2007-0561,
requesting the scheduling of a prehearing conference so that the parties may discuss a
proposed procedural schedule to submit to the Commission for its consideration. No
responsive pleading has been filed to date. Accordingly, no procedural schedule, let
alone hearing dates or the parties’ proposals for testimony filings, have been considered,
or even contemplated, at this time for the OEP application. |

WHEREFORE, Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P. d/b/a Southern Missouri
Na’furél Gas resfates its opposition to aily consolidation of Case Nos. GA-2006-0561 and
GA—2607-016 8, and requests that its evidentiary hearing now scheduled in Case No. GA-

2007-0168 for November 27-28, 2007, proceed as planned.




~ Respectfully sﬁbmitted,

/s/ James M. Fischer

James M. Fischer Mo. Bar No. 27543
Fischer & Dority, P.C. :

101 Madison Street, Suite 400

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Telephone:  (573) 636-6758

Fax: (573) 636-0383

Email: jfischerpc@aol.com

ATTORNEYS FOR SOUTHERN
MISSOURI GAS COMPANY, L.P. D/B/A
SOUTHERN MISSOURI NATURAL GAS

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or
transmitted by facsimile or - electronic mail to all counsel of record this 19th day of

November, 2007.

* /s/ James M. Fischer

James M. Fischer




