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COMMENTS OF SYMMETRY ENERGY SOLUTIONS, LLC IN SUPPORT OF
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED CLARIFICATION OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE,
REHEARING OF SPIRE STL PIPELINE LLC

Symmetry Energy Solutions, LLC (“Symmetry”) respectfully submits these
comments in support of Spire STL Pipeline LLC’s (“Spire STL”) “Request for
Clarification, or in the Alternative, Rehearing” that seeks clarification of certain statements
included in the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (“FERC” or “Commission”)
Order Issuing Temporary Certificate, issued in the above-referenced docket on September
14, 2021.) The Commission issued the Temporary Certificate to allow Spire STL to
continue to provide service for 90 days under its “previously approved terms, conditions,
authorizations, and tariff,”> while the Commission considers Spire STL’s pending
Application for a Temporary Emergency Certificate, or, in the Alternative, Limited-Term

Certificate.> Like Spire STL, Symmetry “appreciates the Commission’s action in issuing

1 Spire STL Pipeline LLC, 176 FERC 1 61,160 (2021) (“Temporary Certificate”). The Commission’s Rules
of Practice and Procedure generally prohibit the filing of answers to a rehearing request. 18 C.F.R. §
385.713(d)(1) (2020), However, the Commission has accepted answers that are otherwise prohibited by this
rule if such answers are deemed to be helpful, see Southwest Power Pool, Inc., 89 FERC { 61,284 at 61,888
(2000), or assist the Commission, El Paso Electric Co., 72 FERC { 61,292 at 62,256 (1995). To the extent
the Commission treats Symmetry’s instant comments as an answer to Spire STL’s rehearing request, the
Commission should, pursuant to Rules 212 and 213 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, accept
Symmetry’s Answer because it provides useful information to the Commission’s decision making. 18 C.F.R.
88 385.212 & 385.213 (2018).

2 Temporary Certificate at P 8.

3 Application of Spire STL Pipeline LLC for a Temporary Emergency Certificate, or, in the Alternative,
Limited-Term Certificate, Docket No. CP17-40-007 (July 26, 2021).



the Temporary Certificate.” Symmetry, however, agrees with Spire STL that the
Commission should clarify that the Temporary Certificate does not prohibit Spire STL
from contracting with potential shippers, such as Symmetry, for service that uses only Spire
STL’s existing available capacity offered under the existing rate schedules set forth in Spire
STL’s existing tariff.

Symmetry is a major natural gas supplier to St. Louis-area end-use customers as
well as to customers directly connected to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC
(“MRT?”) system, the pipeline from which Symmetry sources its gas supplies in the St.
Louis metropolitan area. Symmetry currently serves fifty St. Louis area end users either
directly or indirectly through third-party suppliers, and it also holds, or is agent for,
approximately fifty-five Firm Transportation Service contracts on MRT. Most of these
contracts involve transportation services to customers in the St. Louis area. The customers
served by Symmetry are a combination of large and small commercial and industrial end-
user customers, including primary and secondary schools, prisons, hospitals, critical
infrastructure and industry users, few of which have alternate fuel capabilities.

Symmetry has previously explained that Spire STL’s capacity was necessary to
help Symmetry maintain service for its customers during Winter Storm Uri in February
2021.° Symmetry is currently interested in contracting with Spire STL for interruptible

service, and potentially firm service, that would utilize Spire STL’s existing available

4 See Request for Expedited Clarification, or in the Alternative, Rehearing of Spire STL Pipeline LLC, Docket
No. CP17-40-009 at P 2 (October 14, 2021) (“Request for Clarification”).
5 Motion to Intervene and Comments in Support of Symmetry Energy Solutions, LLC at 4, Docket No. CP17-
40-007 (August 23, 2021) (“Symmetry Comments™) (describing the assistance provided by Spire STL to
Symmetry in February 2021 and noting that a repeat of last year’s winter storm could cause substantial harm
to Symmetry’s customers and other gas consumers in the St. Louis area).



capacity. Symmetry would use this capacity to support its marketing operations in the St.
Louis area as it prepares for the upcoming winter heating season .

The Temporary Certificate provides for Spire STL’s continued operation “under
the previously approved terms, conditions, authorizations, and tariff,” but “does not permit
Spire to engage in any construction or to provide any new service.”® Symmetry supports
Spire STL’s request that the Commission clarify that this prohibition on “new service” acts
only to prevent Spire STL from creating new pipeline services and rate schedules that are
not offered under its existing tariff or from constructing and offering service on newly-
created capacity.” The Commission should specifically clarify that Spire STL is not
prohibited from entering into new contracts that would utilize only Spire STL’s existing
available capacity pursuant to the terms and conditions of Spire’s existing rate schedules
that are offered under Spire STL’s existing tariff.?

The requested clarification is consistent with the public interest because it will
prevent Spire STL’s existing capacity from lying fallow as shippers and potential shippers
prepare for the upcoming winter heating season. Spire STL’s capacity provides flexibility
that allows additional gas supplies into the St. Louis area during the winter-heating season.
This supply flexibility benefits Symmetry and its marketing customers as well as other
customers in the St. Louis area as demonstrated in Symmetry’s previously-filed

comments.® The requested clarification would ensure that this flexibility remains available

& Temporary Certificate at P 8 (emphasis added).

7 See Request for Clarification at 11-12 (“Spire STL understands the Commission’s prohibition in the
Temporary Certificate against providing or commencing “new service” to preclude the filing of any new rate
schedule to implement a new service, like storage or no-notice service, which is currently not offered by
Spire STL on the STL Pipeline.”)

8 See Request for Clarification at 3 (“Specifically, Spire STL seeks clarification that (1) Spire STL may
continue to provide open-access transmission service under its Tariff and existing Rate Schedules; and (2)
Spire STL may enter into new contracts for the currently available unsubscribed capacity.”)

® Symmetry Comments at 4-5.



during preparations for the upcoming winter heating season. Considering the experiences
of February 2021, Symmetry continues to believe that now is not the time to restrict sources
of natural gas resources to Missouri customers. The requested clarification would help
prevent such unnecessary restrictions.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons discussed above, Symmetry respectfully requests that the
Commission grant Spire STL’s requested clarification.
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