
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI  

 
 
In the Matter of M.P.B., Inc.’s Request ) 
for Increase in Annual Sewer System  ) File No. SR-2014-0067 
Operating Revenues.    ) 
 
 
 

THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S REQUEST FOR  
ADDITIONAL LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING  

 
 
 
 COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Request for 

Additional Local Public Hearing states as follows: 

1. On September 9, 2013, M.P.B., Inc. (MPB), through its interim receiver Johansen 

Consulting Services, LLC (JCS), initiated the above stated small company rate increase 

proceeding with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) requesting an increase 

of 100% in its regular monthly customer rates.  MPB is certificated to provide sewer service to 

the Lake Virginia service area near Hematite, MO in Jefferson County and the Villa Ridge 

service area near Gray Summit, MO in Franklin County. 

2. On the same date, P.C.B., Inc. (PCB), also through its interim receiver JCS, initiated a 

similar rate case proceeding which was issued Commission File No. SR-2014-0068.  PCB is 

certificated to provide sewer service in Jefferson County, MO. 

2. On April 8, 2014, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) filed a 

Notice of Company/Staff Agreement Regarding Disposition of Small Company Rate Increase 

Request (Company/Staff Agreement) indicating agreement between Staff and MPB for an 

increase in annual operating revenues of $9,770 (269.81%) for the Lake Virginia service area 
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and an increase of $40,024 (146.21%) for the Villa Ridge service area.  Public Counsel did not 

join in the agreement. 

3. On April 16, 2014, in compliance with 4 CSR 240.3-050(15), Public Counsel 

requested that the Commission schedule a local public hearing in this matter.  Public Counsel 

also requested that the Commission suspend the proposed revised tariff sheets for a sufficient 

period to allow adequate time for a local public hearing and subsequent case disposition as 

appropriate.  Public Counsel filed similar requests in the PCB rate case proceeding.  

4. On April 23, 2014, the Commission issued an Order Granting Request for Local 

Public Hearing and Suspending Tariff in each of the MPB and the PCB rate case proceedings 

granting Public Counsel’s requests. 

5. On April 30, 2014, the Commission issued a combined Order Setting Local 

Public Hearing for both the MPB and the PCB rate case proceedings scheduling a local public 

hearing on June 12, 2014, in Hillsboro, MO in Jefferson County.  In its Order, the Commission 

determined that one local public hearing would be convened jointly for both the MPB and the 

PCB rate case proceedings, allowing any customer of either of the companies to attend and 

testify. 

6. On May 21, 2014, Public Counsel received the attached Petition (Attachment A) 

requesting that a separate local public hearing for the MPB rate case be held in Franklin County.  

The Petition consists of 6 pages of signatures of residents in Bridgewater Estates which is 

located in the Villa Ridge service area of MPB.  The Petition stated that the currently scheduled 

meeting in Jefferson County “is very inconvenient in distance and time that would be required to 

drive to and from that location.”  The Petition also states that the signatories “feel it is not 

practical to have to drive that far on a week night when many of us are working adults” and that 
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as customers of MPB they “believe we should be afforded the right to be heard and not have to 

travel outside of the county to do so.”   

7. The Petition indicates to Public Counsel that a local public hearing in Jefferson 

County may be appropriate for the customers of PCB and the customers in MPB’s Lake Virginia 

service area but may not be appropriate for the customers in MPB’s Villa Ridge service area.  

The Petition certainly reflects the desire of the customers in Bridgewater Estates to participate in 

order to voice their concerns regarding the proposed increase to the Commission at a local public 

hearing.  However, the travel time between the Villa Ridge service area and Hillsboro, MO is 

approximately 45 minutes.  As a result, the request that a local public hearing be held in a 

location that is near their service area is quite reasonable.    

8. Therefore, Public Counsel requests that the Commission schedule an additional 

local public hearing in this matter at a suitable location in Franklin County near MPB’s Villa 

Ridge service area. 

9. Public Counsel does not wish to unduly delay the rate case proceeding for MPB.  

Therefore, Public Counsel is making its request for an additional local public hearing promptly 

and without delay.  Public Counsel suggests holding the local public hearing on a date as close as 

possible to the currently scheduled June 12, 2014, local public hearing in order to allow 

subsequent case disposition as appropriate and without delay. 
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WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully submits its request. 

Respectfully submitted, 

      OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL 

       /s/ Christina L. Baker 
      By:____________________________ 
           Christina L. Baker    (#58303) 
           Deputy Public Counsel 

                                                                 P O Box 2230 
                                                                            Jefferson City, MO  65102 
                                                                           (573) 751-5565 
                                                                             (573) 751-5562 FAX 
           christina.baker@ded.mo.gov 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 
I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, emailed or hand-delivered to the 
following this 22nd day of May 2014: 
 
General Counsel Office    Kevin Thompson 
Missouri Public Service Commission   General Counsel Office 
200 Madison Street, Suite 800   Missouri Public Service Commission 
P.O. Box 360       200 Madison Street, Suite 800 
Jefferson City, MO  65102    P.O. Box 360 
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov   Jefferson City, MO  65102 
                                                                                    Kevin.Thompson@psc.mo.gov 
 
 
Dale Johansen      Timothy A Blackwell 
M.P.B., Inc.      Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
915 Country Ridge Drive    P.O. Box 899 
Jefferson City, MO  65109    Jefferson City, MO 65102  
dalewjconsult@gmail.com    tim.blackwell@ago.mo.gov 
 
 
 

/s/ Christina L. Baker 

             


















