Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Timber Creek Sewer Company for Permission, Approval, and Certificate of Convenience and Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own, Operate, Control, Manage, and Maintain a Sewer System for the Public, Located in an Unincorporated Area in Platte County, Missouri.
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Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and for its Recommendation states the following:


1.
On May 9, 2002, Timber Creek Sewer Company (TCS or Company) filed an 

Application for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (Certificate) to provide sewer service to an area east of and contiguous with the Company’s current service area east of Platte City in Platte County, Missouri.

2.
§393.170 (3) RSMo 2000 provides, among other things, that the Commission may 

issue a Certificate if it is “necessary or convenient for the public service.”  See also State ex rel. Intercon Gas v. Public Service Commission of Missouri, 848 S.W. 2d 593, 597 (Mo. App., W.D. 1993), wherein the Court of Appeals set forth five criteria which must be met before a Certificate may be issued.

3.
The Staff believes the Company has met the legal standard required by Section

393.170 (3) RSMo 2000.

4.
The Staff has summarized its findings in the attached Memorandum, which is 

labeled Appendix A, and incorporated by reference.

WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully recommends that the Commission issue an Order, which provides for the following:

A. Grants a Certificate for the service area requested in the Company’s Application,

 with the Certificate to be effective concurrent with the approval of the appropriate tariff sheets;

B. Directs TCS to submit appropriate sewer tariff sheets to revise its map and service

area description within 30 days after the date the Commission issues its Order granting the Certificate, with the tariff sheets to bear an effective date that is at least 30 days from the date the tariff sheets are submitted to the Commission; 

C. Directs TCS to continue to keep its books and records according to the Uniform 

System of Accounts;

D. Approves the use of TCS’s existing flat rate of $16.50/month, existing CIAC 

charges, other service charges and existing rules (tariff) for the added service area; 

E. Directs TCS to apply its currently approved depreciation accrual rates to the 

facilities that will be used to supply service to the proposed service area; and


F.
Makes no finding that would preclude the Commission from considering the ratemaking treatment to be afforded any matters pertaining to the granting of the requested Certificate, including future expenditures by TCS, in any later proceeding.
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