














• Further research on risk perception and communication focused on ELF magnetic

fields

Rationale: Psychological and sociological factors influencing risk perception in general
have been widely investigated. However, limited research has been carried out to analyse
the relative importance of these factors in the case of ELF magnetic fields, or to identify
other factors that are specific to the risk perception of these fields. Recent studies have
suggested that precautionary measures, conveying implicit risk messages, can modify risk
perception by either increasing or reducing concerns. Deeper investigations in this area are
therefore warranted.

• Development of cost-benefit/effectiveness analysis for mitigation of ELF magnetic
fields

Rationale: The use of cost-benefit and cost-effectiveness analysis for evaluating whether a
policy option is beneficial to society has been researched in many areas of public policy.
The development of a framework that will identify which parameters are necessary in order
to perform this analysis for ELF magnetic fields is needed. Due to uncertainties in the
evaluation, quantifiable and unquantifiable parameters will need to be incorporated.

• Research on the development and implementation of health protection policies in
areas of scientific uncertainty

Rationale: When there are uncertainties about the potential health risk an agent imposes on
society, precautionary measures may be warranted in order to ensure appropriate protection
of the public and workers. Only limited research has been performed on this issue for ELF
magnetic fields, and therefore more research would be useful to policy makers.
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