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COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (`Staff') and for its

recommendation respectfully states'.

l . On March 29, 2000, @link Networks, Inc . ("@link") filed an Application with the

Missouri Public Service Commission ("Commission") requesting confidential treatment of the

statement of cash flows contained in @link's 1999 Annual

Report to the Commission .

2 . Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-10 .080(7), the Commission may grant confidential treatment of

information in an annual report for good cause .

3 . In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff states its opinion

that @link has stated good cause for confidential treatment of the subject information

WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends, inter alia, that the Commission issue an Order

granting @link's request for confidential treatment of its 1999 annual report for a period of one

year, and requiring that @link refile the confidential version thereof in accordance with the

specifications set forth in the attached Memorandum.
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SUBJECT:

	

StaffRecommendation Concerning the Request for Confidential Treatment ofportions of
the 1999 Annual Report of@link Networks, Inc .

On March 29, 2000, @link Networks, Inc . ("@link"), an interexchange telecommunications carrier, fled
with the Commission both a complete and a redacted copy of its 1999 annual report. Accompanying the
filing was an Application for Confidential Treatment of Annual Report, wherein @link requested that the
Commission afford confidential treatment of the balance sheet, income statement, and statement of cash
flows (respectively, pages 5, 6 and 7 of the annual report) . In support of its Application, @link asserted
that the information for which protection is sought contains "market-sensitive information that competitors
could use to their economic advantage," and that @link "treats this information as confidential and
proprietary within the company itself and does not reveal this information in any public forum" In the
redacted, or public version submitted by @link, asterisks appear in the spaces on the affected pages, along
with a notation at the bottom of each stating, "denotes highly confidential material." A separate page
follows each affected page, indicating that the information has been filed under seal .

The Staffhas reviewed these pages and is of the opinion that this information meets the definition of highly
confidential or proprietary, as defined' by the protective order issued by the Commission in contested cases,
and that, therefore, good cause has been shown based on past Commission practice .

The Staffs review of the proprietary version revealed deficiencies in the report . All financial information
was not filled out, rather attachments were substituted instead.

1 . The Staff recommends that the Commission issue an Order granting @link Networks, Inc.'s request for
confidential treatment of the balance sheet, income statement and statement ofcash flows contained in its
1999 annual report until April 15, 2001 . After this date, the information will be transferred to the public
record, unless the Company makes a showing that the information remains confidential .

2 . The Staff recommends that upon Commission issuance of an Order granting this request, Records
Department be ordered to attach a copy of said Order to the public version already filed.

3 . The Staff recommends that the Commission order @link Networks, Inc . to refile a confidential version
with the financial information included on the form provided as substitute forms such as stockholder
reports and Internal Revenue Service forms are not acceptable .
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