BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
The Staff of the Missouri Public Service

)

Commission, 




)








)





Complainant,

)








)

v.






)
Case No. TC-2003-0251








)

M.L.M. Telecommunications, Inc.,


)








)





Respondent.

)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO BE EXCUSED FROM

PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On January 24, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a complaint against M.L.M. Telecommunications, Inc.  Staff alleged that M.L.M. has been providing telecommunications services to customers in Missouri without having an approved tariff on file and has been operating under a fictitious name without following correct procedures for doing so.  Because M.L.M. has been operating through an intercon​nection agreement with Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., b/d/a SBC Missouri, SBC was made a party to this matter on February 26, 2003, for the limited purpose of ordering SBC to suspend processing any service order submitted by M.L.M.  Also on February 26, 2003, the Commission set this matter for a prehearing conference to be held on April 16, 2003.

On March 13, 2003, SBC filed a motion to be excused from the prehearing conference.  In its motion, SBC points out that it has been joined in this matter for the limited purpose of the Commission having jurisdiction to order SBC to suspend processing service orders for M.L.M.  Additionally, SBC states that it does not plan on conducting any discovery, calling any witnesses or offering any exhibits.  Generally, SBC does not plan to actively participate in the hearing and argues that its appearance at the prehearing conference is unnecessary.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.080(15) states that parties shall not be allowed more than ten days in which to file a responsive pleading, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.  SBC filed its motion on March 13, 2003.  Ten days have since expired and no party has filed a motion in opposition to SBC’s motion.  Furthermore, SBC avers in its motion that it has contacted all of the parties in this matter and none objected to SBC being excused from the prehearing conference.

The Commission finds that SBC’s request to be excused from the prehearing conference on April 16, 2003, is reasonable and will grant the motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a SBC Missouri shall be excused from the prehearing conference scheduled for April 16, 2003.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 6, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 27th day of March, 2003.
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