BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of GTE Midwest
)

Incorporated, d/b/a Verizon Midwest, and CenturyTel
)

of Missouri, LLC, 1) for Authority to Transfer and Acquire
)

Part of Verizon Midwest’s Franchise, Facilities or System
)

Located in the State of Missouri; 2) for Issuance of
)

Certificate of Service Authority to CenturyTel of Missouri,
)
Case No. TM-2002-232

LLC; 3) to Designate CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, as
)

Subject to Regulation as a Price Cap Company; and
)

4) to Designate CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, as a
)

Telecommunications Carrier Eligible to Receive Federal
)

Universal Service Support.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On August 22, 2002, the Midwest Independent Coin Payphone Association filed its Motion to Suspend and Application to Intervene.  CenturyTel’s tariffs, filed on July 15, have an effective date of September 1.  Staff has already filed, on August 16, its Memorandum and Recommendation that the tariffs be approved.

In order to provide for prompt resolution of this motion and application, the Commission will direct its Staff and other parties herein to respond no later than 4:00 p.m. on August 27, 2002.  In preparing these responses, the Commission directs the parties to address at least these points:  To what extent is a statutory provision, that by its express terms applies only to Bell operating companies, and the regulations and decisions of the F.C.C. thereunder, applicable to a LEC that is not a Bell operating company?  By what authority can the F.C.C. require this Commission to apply that statutory provision, and its implementing and interpreting regulations and decisions, to CenturyTel?  Are CenturyTel’s tariff provisions relating to payphones different in any significant respect from those of Verizon?

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the parties shall respond to the Motion to Suspend and Application to Intervene filed by the Midwest Independent Coin Payphone Association on August 22, 2002, no later than 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 27, 2002.

That this Order shall become effective on August 27, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 23rd day of August, 2002.
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