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JUDGE JACOBS: So thank you all very nuch
for joining ne this norning. | appreciate it. W
do have a court reporter here with us. W will go
on the record now for this pre-hearing conference in
file SA-2021-0017. Today is April 2, 2021. This
case concerns M ssouri-Anerican Water's application
for certificate of conveni ence and necessity for the
Hal | sville, M ssouri sewer system

The conference was set for
10: 15 today and we are getting started right on tine
at 10:15 a.m M nane is Jana Jacobs and |I'mthe
Regul atory Law Judge assigned to this matter. |[|']|
note for the record that this conference is being
conducted by tel ephone and vi deo conference today.
The comm ssion set this tinme for procedural
conf erence.

The purpose of this conference is
two-fold. First, | brought the parties together to
di scuss how we wi Il handle exhibits for the hearing
on April 8 which is going to be conducted as a
renote hearing.

Second, this conference is a bit of a
technical trial run for us. | wanted to get each
Wi tness and every party an opportunity to verify

that they are able to connect adequately wth
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Webex that they understand how to use the controls
and that we will all be able to hear each other so
t hat we can conduct that hearing before the

conmm ssion on the 8th.

As | said before, we have a court
reporter here wwth us on the line. | wll keep her
with us as we discuss exhibits and anything really
substantive that needs to be di scussed today with
the parties. Hopefully, we will be able to excuse
her and then just remain wth your w tnesses.

The commi ssion did ask that w tnesses
appear today so that we could, as | said, test and
make sure that people are able to conduct and
participate in the hearing adequately.

So | amgoing to ask, of course, that
counsel remain present the entire tinme just so that
we don't have any concerns about ex parte
di scussi ons.

So it looks like the Ofice of The
Publi ¢ Counsel has filed a statenent indicating that
they haven't taken a position. | don't see anyone
for the Ofice of the Public Counsel here listed in
nmy participants, but if you have connected
representing OPC, please speak up nowso | wll be

awar e.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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MR. WLLIAMS: Yes. Nathan WIllians for the
O fice of Public Counsel.

JUDGE JACOBS: Could you speak up again. |
apol ogi ze, but | can't tell which line that is.

Did you call in?

MR, WLLIAVS: Yes. | don't think I have
the Webex information. At least if | do, | didn't
find it.

JUDGE JACOBS: It went to the OPC service
email. D d you want to connect directly to Webex
today or are you content wi th your phone connection?
Because we can certainly help you get the
Webex information if you would Iike.

MR. WLLIAVS: |If you would forward the
Webex to ny enmail address, | will go ahead and use
it.

JUDGE JACOBS: And you said this is M.
Wlliams. WIIlians@PC. gov would be the e-nuail
address. | notice that the statenent that was filed
had the old DED address which is why | needed to
clarify that with you.

One mnute here. Sone patience with
me while | get the connection information to
M. WIlians. Thank you.

So | don't knowif M. WIllians, did

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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you stay with us on the |ine?

MR, WLLIAVS: Yes, | have, and | did
receive the emil.

JUDGE JACOBS: Ckay. So | wasn't able to
gi ve you the easy one click connection, as | said,
because | don't have ny usual Qutl ook connecti on,
but | was able to give you the access nunbers and
the code, so if you either go to the Desktop app or
website and phone, all the other ways you can get on
Webex, you can use that information to get in.

MR, COOPER: Judge, | just forwarded that
link to M. WIllians if he wants to use that.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you. So M. WIIlians
has joined us. So that allows for us do the next
thing we need to do which is entry of appearances
today. There is an echo so | will nute your |ine,
M. WIIlians, because it m ght be yours.

So we will take entries of appearance
with the conpany first, please.

MR. COOPER: Thank you, Judge. Dean Cooper
and Jenni fer Hernandez with the Law Fi rm of
Brydon, Swearengen & Engl and, P.C., PO Box 456,
Jefferson GCity, Mssouri 65102 appearing on behal f
of M ssouri-American Water Conpany.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much,

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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M. Cooper.
And for staff today, please.

MR. PRING.E: Good norning, Judge. Travis
Pringle and Mark Johnson for Staff Counsel Ofice,
P.O Box 360, Jefferson City, Mssouri 65012.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much.

| know that we do have M. WIIlians
for OPC, so if you would like to introduce yourself,
you can go ahead and you should be able to unnute
your sel f.

MR WLLIAMS: Nathan WIllians for the
Ofice of Public Counsel, P.O Box 2230, Jefferson
Cty, Mssouri 65102.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very much.

For Boone County Regi onal Sewer
District, please.

M5. GRIFFIN.  Thank you, Judge. Jennifer
Giffin. I"'mwith the Law Firmof Lathrop GPM 314
East High Street, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri 65101.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you very nuch, M.
Giffin. It looks |ike we have everyone we need.
So we can take up any prelimnaries that we m ght
have.

There are a couple of things | wanted

to nention. | think it nmay be useful to the
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conm ssion or we mght get questions on this rel ated
to the conpany's current rates under its current
tariffs. | think that those tariff sheets are PSC
M ssouri Nunmber 26 first revised sheet nunber RT.1
and then there is RT2.1, RT3.1 and a sheet nunber

3. 2.

So, as the person who woul d be
drafting an order in this case, it would be hel pful
for the comm ssion to have those tariff sheets
actually just in the record. So | wanted to let the
parties know that | was going to propose that just
so that you're aware.

Then, | think because the conpany has
a current rate case that is wapping up, | don't
know what the parties' positions will be on whether
t hat woul d have any inport at all in this particular
case, but it mght be helpful if the stipulation and
agreenent in WR-2020344 was included in the record
in this case. |'maware of at |east one of staff's
recomendations that is based on the conpany's
current depreciation rates and I amnot in charge of
that rate case that is currently pending. [|'m not
sure if there is an adjustnment to depreciation rates
under that, but it mght be worth considering

whet her that reconmmendati on would be to | ook at the
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depreciation rates or anything el se com ng out of
the current rate case.
So that's just a couple things |
t hought | should nention to the parties in this
forum
Did counsel for the conpany have

anything to say on those issues?

MR COOPER. Only as to the second one,
Judge. Just to point out that that stipulation it
bot h has depreciation rates attached to it and |
woul d say that those do not represent a change from
the prior rates. The stipulation, even though there
are rates attached, the agreenent that that is
mai nt ai ned exi sting depreciation rates.

JUDGE JACOBS: So what you're saying then
i's, because those aren't being proposed to change at
all, that staff's recommendation that those woul d be
applied as a condition under any certificate to be
granted in this case, actually, just a status quo
and there is no need to be concerned about that.

MR. COOPER: That's correct, Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: Did staff have anything to
say about that, those issues?

MR. PRI NGLE: No, Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: And the district?

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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M5. GRIFFIN. W don't have anything to add,
Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you.

Does OPC want to say anything about
those two issues that | raised?

MR, WLLIAMS: No, thank you.

JUDGE JACOBS: So the other thing | wanted
to mention to the parties is that the conmm ssion
woul d ask that corrected testinony be provided in
witing. So you can go ahead and talk to your
W t nesses about any corrections that need to be
made, but those corrections should also be reflected
in corrected testinony that is filed with the
comm ssion. That is because, although it saves the
parties' time to just ask your witnesses for sinple
corrections to their testinony, it doesn't save
anybody el se tinme down the road when they are trying
to figure out what the testinony really was and they
have to cross reference a transcript and file
testinmony. So just so that the parties understand
that that will be the request in this case.

Does anybody have anythi ng they want
to say about that and we will start with the
conpany.

MR, COOPER: Just a question, Judge.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 10
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By that, do you nean an entire new
set of the testinony or I know in sonme of the cases
the parties have filed prior to the hearing sort of
an errata sheet where there is just a handful of
changes. | guess, which is your intention wth what
you sai d?

JUDGE JACOBS: So | guess it depends on how
extensi ve your corrections are. The inportant thing
is that it isin a witten docunent that is in the
record that can be referred to and wll nake it
clear that this is a correction to that testinony so
it isn't necessary to cross reference the
transcript. | think for nost of the corrections
| " ve seen, that usually can be acconplished with a
so called errata sheet or sone other filing. It
just needs to be sonething in addition to whatever
you are doing in the transcript on the hearing
because that is just too hard on a cold record to
resurrect, okay? Thank you.

Did any other parties want to comment
on that starting with staff?

MR. PRINGE  No, Judge. W have a few
smal | corrections but we can do errata sheet or
filing at the hearing, whichever one.

JUDGE JACOBS: | appreciate that and | just

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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wanted to alert the parties so you knew that that
woul d be the expectation and weren't taken aback by
t hat request.

The district, any comments?

M5. GRIFFIN: No.

JUDGE JACOBS: And OPC? | inmagine not since
you didn't file testinony, but you m ght have
sonething else to tell us.

MR. WLLIAVS: No, Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: | don't want to get out of
the habit of asking because then | will skip over
soneone at the wong tine and then I'min trouble.

The other thing | would ask is to

just to nake sure that your w tnesses have access to
t he docunents in this case readily during the
hearing so that there isn't a big problemwth, oh,
| can't find that or where was that or | can't pul
up ny email or all the things that always happen.
So just do what you can to try to help to nake sure
t hat your wi tnesses have what they need in case they
need to | ook at sonething during testinony. That is
nmy other request that | would have.

So those were the prelimnaries that
| wanted to bring up. Does anybody have any

comments about that or anything else? And | wll

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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start with M ssouri-Anerican.

MR, COOPER: Just one question, Judge.

I guess |'m maki ng an assunption, but
| want to confirmit with you because of the
relatively small nunber of exhibits in this case,
are you planning to mark those sequentially at the
heari ng?

JUDGE JACOBS: W will be tal king nore about
how exhibits will be marked and | think it will be
pretty sinple.

Are you asking ne if | want you to
pre-mark your exhibits? 1|s that the question?

MR COOPER. Well, in a rate case, for
exanpl e, we generally get a block of nunbers and we
have to provide a list of our exhibits identifying
by nunber prior to the hearing. A lot of tines in
snmal |l er hearings |'ve participated in, well
sonetines the Judge just starts with one at the
hearing and we mark themas we go. So that is the
nature of my questi on.

JUDGE JACOBS: Yes. And those are really
t he reasons why we are here today is because, when
was contenpl ating the procedural order for this
case, | was trying to figure out what the parties

woul d want to do and what woul d make the npbst sense

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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and that's when | decided I will just have a
pre-hearing conference and talk to the parties about
how t hey want to handl e exhibits, so that is one of
the things that we are tal ki ng about today.

| was thinking that | would just go
ahead and use the convention that the comm ssion has
of assigning a block of nunbers to each party sinply
because it's easy, it tells everybody where their
nunbers start and end, and | know that npbst of these
parties will not have hundreds of exhibits but in
spite of that it's a good system So | did actually
have a bl ock of nunbers to assign to each party and
| woul d ask that exhibits be provided in advance and
t hat you propose exhibit nunbers for your exhibits
so we wll get into that. That is really why we are
her e.

| wasn't sure, for instance, on file
sizes that you all m ght have whether email was
going to work for you. | didn't knowif there was
going to be any |arge images or bigger files that
you woul dn't be confortable or able to email, so
those are the sorts of reasons that | thought we
needed to neet today.

Di d anybody have any ot her questions

about that or comments on prelimnaries that don't

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 14
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have to do with exhibits before we nove on into
exhibits? The floor is open now again to conpany,
staff, district.

MR. PRING.E: Yeah, Judge. If any party has
a presentation for their opening statenment of when
you woul d |i ke those to be exchanged? | know I've
seen in the past the comm ssion saying just an hour
before the hearing starts those need to be
exchanged. W need your input on that.

JUDGE JACOBS: Well, my preference is to
have things as far in advance as | can, then we are
doing less at the last mnute. People ness things
up when they do things at the last mnute. | wll
be responsible for getting any presentation
materials that you want the conmm ssion to see say
during your opening statenent. | need to get those
to comm ssioners so that they can see that. That is
one of the things we were going to tal k about today
iIs are you going to use a slide show? Do you know
how to share your screen?

So | guess ny preference woul d be
that you coul d provide any denonstratives |ike an
openi ng statenment slide show at the sane tinme as you
give me your exhibits. |If you can't do that, then

woul d want them 24 hours in advance, so hopefully,

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 15
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that is not unreasonabl e.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: Anybody el se have any ot her
prelimnaries like that? It doesn't |ook |ike the
district had anything to add here.

Does M. Wllians for OPC, did you

have anything that you wanted to say?

MR, WLLIAVS: No. | anticipate waiving
openi ng t hough.

JUDGE JACOBS: GCkay. Well, if you
antici pate waiving opening, I'mstill probably going

to say, and is there an opening for OPC and then you
can decline. So does that work for you?

MR WLLIAMS: Sure.

JUDGE JACOBS: So it sounds like, if nobody
has any non-exhibit prelimnaries about this
hearing, then we can tal k about exhibit issues.
Then, once we get through that, as long as all our
substantive stuff is taken care of and everyone is
comritted to not bringing up any nore substantive
I ssues, we can just work with the wtnesses and |
want to thank the wi tnesses for show ng up here
today and enduring this part of the conversation but
we had to do this first before we could get into

your part so, thank you.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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So I'mready to nove on to exhibits
unl ess anybody had anything el se. Not seeing
anybody wavi ng or junping up and down.

The first question | have for you, is
email going to work to submt exhibits? So is
everyone fine and able with your file sizes and your
equi pnent and whatever |[imtations are in your
systens with dispatching and receiving by enai
what ever exhibits that you want to share with
everyone with the comm ssion and with the other
parties in advance of this hearing?

M5. GRIFFIN. Is it acceptable for us to for
the | arger exhibits so maybe we don't have to break
theminto as many smaller files to send the conplete
exhibits like with a Box |Iink? Can everyone
downl oad that way?

JUDGE JACOBS: So | was hopi ng sonmeone woul d
cone up with sone kind of solution |ike that because
email is great for small stuff, but not great for
everything. | believe that | don't have technical
barriers on ny side that would block ne from
receiving files that way. |If | did, then | guess
t he work around for that would be to use EFI S
essentially.

So speaki ng on behal f of the

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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comm ssion, | believe | would be able to use a link
like that to access files. So | wll let the other
parties respond about whether they would be able to
do that as well.

MR. COOPER: | don't know of any limtation,
but until we do it, | can't say it wll work, but I
don't know of any limtation.

MR. PRINGLE: Sane for the staff, Judge. |
think 1've used the Box link and our exhibits aren't
going to be big enough to work with nmail.

JUDGE JACOBS: | know M. WIllianms in a
previous hearing there were sone difficulties on OPC
side email and I'm not sure what the source of those
was but there did seemto be sone limtations.

s that sonething that you are
concerned about or is there any reason that you
woul dn't be able to use a Box |ink or anything like
t hat ?

MR WLLIAVS: |I'mnot famliar with the
ci rcunstance you're referring to, but at this point
| don't have a great concern in this area.

JUDGE JACOBS: So, Ms. Giffin, are you
saying that you would like to use like a cloud
service like Box or sonething to share your

exhi bits?

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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M5. GRIFFIN. Yes, if that's acceptable. |
think it is easier. 1've had a | ot of problens
t hroughout this case with emails bounci ng back and
then our staff having to break the docunents down.
It's been a nethod that we've used in other
regul atory matters in other cases that's worked
pretty effectively.

JUDGE JACOBS: So would you propose that you
woul d just set up a |ink where you would put to
di sclose all the district's exhibits and then
everyone woul d have access to that, the conm ssion
and ot her parties, and you would provide all the
information that folks would need to access that?

M5. GRIFFIN. Yes. Essentially, |I would
have nmy adm nistrative assistant send everyone an
email with a link and then they click on the link to
access all of the documents which I think we did
with M. Pringle on one of the exhibits already in
this case because we were having trouble with the
emai | .

JUDGE JACOBS: Well, that's a good test case
then, M. Pringle, for whether there is sone
nmysterious block on PSCIT that would not allow this
to work, but apparently, you didn't have trouble

wthit.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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MR PRINGE: It was pretty nmuch a service
email and | did not have a problem

JUDGE JACOBS: All right. So it sounds |ike
there is alittle bit of a concern about using enmail
and the district would prefer to not use enmail if it
wasn't required, so | don't see any reason why this
solution of using -- essentially giving everyone
access to an online source for these docunents
woul dn't work. | would just ask that the docunents
be | abel ed according to a proposed exhibit nunber or
sone reasonabl e | abeling systemto nake it easy for
everyone to know what the docunent is.

M5. GRIFFIN. W can certainly use the file
nunber for the PDF what the exhibit nunber is so it
woul d be easy for people to see to pull up the
docunent s.

JUDGE JACOBS: That sounds good to ne.

Are there any other concerns about
this? Sounds |like the other parties, staff and the
conpany, M ssouri-Anerican, are planning to use
email or are confortable using email?

MR. COOPER. W should be able to, yes,
Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: So you aren't aware that you

have any really large files, for instance, that are

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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goi ng to get bounced back from people's enail
systens or that you won't be able to attach or
anything like that?

MR, COOPER: Well, we had to split up, |
t hink, our surrebuttal testinony to get it al
t hrough, but we successfully did that. At a
m ni rum we can do that sane thing here | would
t hi nk.

JUDGE JACOBS: And then | don't think it's
necessary to share yet again anything that has
al ready been filed in EFIS. So everyone has access
to EFIS and everything that is filed there. So if
you are proposing an exhibit that is identical to
what is in EFIS, then | think the best way to handl e
that is to sinply make that clear on your proposed
witness list that this is the testinony filed on
this day for this person that is identical if
that's what you're going to offer.

Does that seem reasonable to

everyone? | don't think there is a reason to

re-attach all of that testinony.

MR WLLIAVS: | would agree with that,
Judge.

M5. GRIFFIN. | don't have a problemwth
that. | just have a question for clarification
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since | have not participated in one of these
hearings before so | ama little unfamliar
procedural ly.

So when we are using prefiled
testinmony that is previously filed through EFIS, is
the exhibit we wll say Exhibit 1 for a certain
person's testinony, does that include all of the
schedul es that were attached to that testinony or
di d those schedul es have to be | abel ed as separate
exhibits for purposes of the hearing?

JUDGE JACOBS: And M. Cooper and sone of
the other fol ks here have a | ot nore experience with
this, so | welcone everyone else chimng in. But ny
inmpression is that, unless an issue is nmade with a
particul ar docunent that is attached, that the
entire testinony with schedules is | abel ed as one
exhi bit.

Now, | wll ask M. Cooper,

M. WIllians and M. Pringle to clarify or chine in
on anything el se on that.

MR. COOPER: Judge, that would be ny answer
as well. A piece of testinony to include its
schedul es woul d generally carry just one exhibit
nunber .

MR WLLIAVS: That is mne, as well.
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MR. PRINGE: That has been the practice
with the comm ssion for over 20 years.

JUDGE JACOBS: So the only tinme then that
you woul d worry about a schedule is if for sone
reason a schedule, and God forbid this should
happen, becones controversial for sone reason, is

that right?

MR WLLIAVS: Well, it would still be part

of an exhibit, but there may be an objection and
then it may or may not be admtted, that particul
portion of the exhibit.

MR. COOPER: Because it contains its own
schedul e identification. | think it's easy enoug
to refer to that. Even a problematic schedule is
just a part of the single exhibit.

JUDGE JACOBS: And that's why all the
schedules are individually | abeled -- I"msorry,

M. Pringle, go ahead.

ar

h

MR PRINGE: | defer to M. Cooper and M.

WIIlians. | ' ve never seen an individual schedul e be

obj ected to.
JUDGE JACOBS: Well, let's hope that that
practice continues.
So did that answer that question,
Giffin?

Ms.
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M5. GRIFFIN  Yes, thank you.

So on our exhibit list, we just
identify by exhibit nunber the testinony with the
attached schedul es, the description of what was
already filed through EFI S?

JUDGE JACOBS: Yes. | nean, as |I'm
imagining it and what | think would be useful to ne
woul d be your exhibit nunber identifying your
wi t ness whether it was their -- in your case it's
going to be rebuttal or if it is direct or
surrebuttal and then the day it's filed in EFIS |
al ways find that hel pful, because when you are going
back through EFI'S and | ooking for a docunent, the
date is what you really need to narrow it down so |
always like to see a filing date in EFIS to help ne
find stuff.

So if you are putting on your exhibit
list docunents that are identical to what is filed
in EFI'S, then please just identify them by the day
they are filed in EFIS with the description. As |
said, if it is testinony, it should be that person's
nanme and what testinony it was, the date it was
filed.

M5. GRIFFIN. So then nmy next question is,

for purposes of other parties' exhibits that m ght
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be used, for exanple, in cross exam nation, do |
need to put those on ny list of exhibits or are we
free to use at the trial other parties' exhibits
fromtheir exhibit list?

JUDGE JACOBS: So | think the purpose of
this exhibit list process is to nmake sure that
everyone has had a chance to the extent at al
possi ble to be aware of what fol ks' exhibits are
going to be and have access to them That is the
nost i nportant thing.

So if it is sonething that soneone
el se has filed in EFIS, that nmeans everyone has had
access to it and can access it and that's really the
purpose that we are trying to achi eve here because
we are all not going to be in a roomtogether. W
can't pass docunents around easily and share them so
we just all need to nake sure to have a collective
vol ume of docunments that we can all refer to and
then we can work out, you know, whether that party
has offered an exhibit, whether it is already in
evi dence and things |ike that.

So | think if you are planning on
referring to something that we are using as an
exhi bit, sonething that soneone has already filed

but you aren't sure whether they are going to offer
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it, you can put it on your exhibit list if you want
to. It doesn't hurt anything. It certainly let's
everyone know, but it is nobst inportant that you
identify and discl ose those docunents that people
have not -- the parties have not had access to
because we need to have access to themto conduct

t he heari ng.

M5. GRIFFIN. Thank you.

MR. WLLIAVS: Judge, do | understand
correctly that, instead of serving by email or a
link to an external source, you could actually file
your exhibit in EFIS and then tell everyone it's
t here?

JUDGE JACOBS: Well, that is actually a
process that has been di scussed in adjudication and
for various reasons it's not clear that that would
be a favorite process sinply because of the
possibility of bloating EFIS wth a bunch of
filings, so that's why we are going through this
process instead of just telling everybody to just
file everything. So that is a conversation that is
t aki ng pl ace about whether it is appropriate
essentially to use the comm ssion's case filing
systemin that way.

MR. WLLIAVS: |'mjust asking for
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clarification basically, but you indicated that, if
sonething is already prefiled |like testinony that
has been, you don't need to refile that in EFIS or
circulate it, you can designhate that as an exhibit.
|"mjust asking if another possibility is to file
sonething in EFIS and then indicate it's going to be
in evidence. At sone point it's going to end up in
EFISif it is admtted, | guess.

JUDGE JACOBS: Right. So typically,
testinmony gets filed and then everyone gets together
in the hearing roomand they hand paper copies of
that testinony to the court reporter and she narks
it and then it gets filed again in EFIS so that is
the way things had been done. So now we are in a
renote hearing context and, yes, docunents that have
al ready been filed, I'mnot asking the parties to
pass those around to each other digitally again
because they are already accessible digitally
through EFI'S, but the other part of this process we
haven't discussed yet is, once the parties have
proposed their exhibits in the hearing, those wll
be marked again in a digital process and they wll
be filed in EFIS just as if we had all net together
and passed paper around. So you will see nore than

one entry in EFIS for testinony that is admtted
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into evidence. There is the filing that is nade
before the hearing and then, when it is marked by
the conmssion staff and filed in EFIS, it appears
in EFI'S again.

The issue that | alluded to earlier
was do we want an internediate filing al so appearing
in EFIS where the parties tell everybody and |'m
al so going to offer this during the hearing or here
are ny other exhibits I"'mgoing to offer during the
t he hearing. Does that nmake sense? It's kind of a
choi ce between two EFIS filings for sonme of these
docunents as opposed to three potentially.

MR. WLLIAVS: Thank you. My | ast
experience was in the Enpire rate case which is not
the first case that was done electronically. It was
the first one that was done as a large rate case and
actually we ended up stipulating in the record the
docunents. But since we've appealed it, |I've
| earned i ssues with the court about how that was
done. So I'mjust asking for clarification.

JUDGE JACOBS: | think that these are issues
that are being worked out, of course, in the context
of now we are suddenly doing renote hearings and
we're trying to figure out howto do it. | know

that different judges have tried different things
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out. I've tried different things out. That's why
we are having this session today, because instead of
me trying to i magi ne what the parties wll want to
do, | wanted an opportunity to rely on experienced
counsel to talk about the specific case and how we
should do it inthis case. So | don't knowif there
is a perfect or ideal way to do it, but we
definitely want to nake sure that the court is happy
with the record if things happen to get up to that
poi nt .

| have mentioned this and | wll
mention it again. | know that sonetines parties
aren't certain they're going to use sonething that
they think they mght use it, they mght want to
pull it out on cross exam nation. | would ask the
parties to the extent at all possible, please
di scl ose the exhibits you think you may use on your
exhibit |ist because the renote hearing just nakes
things harder if we do end up in a situation where
we are circulating docunents during the hearing, it
just slows everything down. So please, think hard
about if you can disclose as nuch as possible. That
will make this whole process |ess painful.

So | was planning on asking the

parties to provide to ne your proposed exhibit |ist,

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 29
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

SA-2021- 0017, Vol . |

i dentifying your exhibits and then any docunents

that are not already in EFIS in this case as we have

di scussed, you would al so disclose those to the

comm ssion by email to nme and to the other parties.
So it sounds like nost folks are

pl anning on using email, but the district is going

to use Box for their disclosure. | was going to ask

t hat you provide those by 3:00 on Tuesday the 6th.

| s that reasonabl e?

MR. PRINGLE: That's reasonable for staff,
Judge.

MR. COOPER: W can do that.

JUDGE JACOBS: Thank you. So after our
conversation today, because |I'mkind of a belt and
suspenders person, | will put out an order that wll
descri be what we discussed here today. So that if
you got confused by the conversation, you will have
an order to refer to about exactly what's happeni ng,
how it's happening and when it's supposed to happen.
So you will see that today. Unless sonething
derails nme, you will see that on Monday.

The ot her thing was the nunbering
convention so we will just start with 1 to 99 for
M ssouri-Anerican. Staff is going to get 100 to

199. Boone County Regional Sewer District starts at
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200 through 299. The conm ssion because, as |
nmenti oned, | m ght have sone docunents that | woul d
propose and the comm ssion would |ike to have in the
record in this case. That would start at 300 to
399. OPC will start at 400, should OPC decided they
need to provide exhibits.

Any questions or comments on that?

M5. GRIFFIN. | have one quick question. So
the district's first exhibit will be 200. Assum ng
that that is prefiled testinony that is already in
EFI S and al ready been served, as |'m understandi ng
in regards to our discussion today, | don't need to
mark that and recirculate that. It will be marked
by staff at the hearing?

JUDGE JACOBS: Right. So what you will do
is you wll include it on your exhibit |list so that
it is very clear to everybody where they can find
that identical docunent, and then you will offer it
into evidence at the hearing and then, as quickly as
possi bl e after the hearing, staff will gather up
ei ther new y-di scl osed docunents or docunents fil ed
in EFIS, refile themunder a cover wth an exhibit
mar k and a description based on your exhibit |ist
and file all of those as quickly as possible after

t he hearing cl oses.
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M5. GRIFFIN.  Thank you.

JUDGE JACOBS: Yes. |If anybody wants to
junp in if | say sonething problenmatic or that you
don't think is going to work, | would ask you to
pl ease do that, but this is how I'm contenpl ati ng
this is going to go.

MR. PRINGLE: This is for admnistrative
support to put all of that together?

JUDGE JACOBS: Yes. So adjudication staff
works -- yes. So | keep a close eye on it to avoid
m st akes that causes problens for us but, yes, that
i's how that worKks.

MR. PRINGLE: Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE JACOBS: We did in a previous hearing
set up as special exhibits email address and | know
at |l east a couple judges have experinmented with that
and | decided not to do that because it was
essentially just an extra enmail of the sane
docunents. So instead of doing that, |'m using what
is provided to the conm ssion through the presiding
officer instead, but that was part of our experinent
of trying to figure out howto do renpote hearings.

| f anyone is planning on using a
denonstrative during your opening, that al so needs

to be provided. So if our hearing is starting at
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8:15 on Thursday, | would like to have those
denonstratives by Wednesday nor ni ng.

Is that reasonable? It doesn't sound
I i ke anybody thinks it is a terrible burden, okay.

Those of you who are planning to use
a denonstrative during your opening, have you used
Webex to share your screen and give a presentation
or did you want an opportunity to experinment with
that today? Counsel, it |looks like you are
confortabl e.

| will ask M ssouri-American, should
| expect to see a slide show presentation of sone

ki nd during your opening?

MR. COOPER: | don't know yet, Judge.
JUDGE JACOBS: Ckay. Al right.
And staff?

MR. PRINGE  Sane here, Judge. Right now I
say no, but that could change.

JUDGE JACOBS: And Ms. Giffin?

M5. GRIFFIN: | don't know for sure, but I
wasn't really planning on it.

JUDGE JACOBS: And, M. WIlians, you're
pl anni ng on wai vi ng an openi ng?

MR, WLLIAVS: Correct. | don't anticipate

any exhibits either.
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JUDGE JACOBS: Sonetines when the conmmi ssion
has agenda and the conpani es cone and present things
and have presentations they will have other people
run it.

If you're going to give an opening
statenent with a slide show of sone kind, | would
expect you to run it through the share screen
function. So just be prepared to do that if that's
your plan. And then, whatever that slide showis
that you are presenting, just provide it to nme by
emai | by Wednesday nor ni ng.

So that's everything | had on
exhibits. | think that gets us ready to go.

Does anybody have anything el se they
wanted to say about that before we nove on to nmaking
sure our wtnesses are ready to go?

And everyone has ny email address so
that they can provide exhibits to ne that way or
links so that | can get them So | wll see exhibit
lists and any new docunents by 3 p.m Tuesday, April
6th is what we're going to do.

So unl ess we have any nore
substantive matters, | think we can excuse our court
reporter and nove on with our w tnesses.

D d anybody have anythi ng of
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substance to discuss before we close the fornal
proceedi ng and do sone technical testing wth our
W t nesses?

No. Everyone wants to nove on with
their Iife. Thank you so nmuch. So we are now off
the record for the pre-hearing conference. So thank
you very much M ss Court Reporter for your

assi st ance today.
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REPORTER CERTI FI CATE

I, LINDA DEBI SSCHOP, a Certified Court Reporter
for the State of Mssouri, do hereby certify that
pursuant to agreenent of Counsel, there cane before
me by Zoom in the County of St. Louis, State of
M ssouri,

PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON HEARI NG

who was by nme first duly sworn to testify to
the truth and nothing but the truth of all know edge
t ouchi ng and concerning the matters in controversy

in this cause.

| further certify that I am not counsel,
attorney or relative of either party, or clerk or
st enographer of either party, or otherw se

interested in the event of this suit.
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