BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Grain Belt Express

)

Clean Line LLC for a Certificate of Convenience and

)

Necessity Authorizing it to Construct, Own, Operate,

)

Control, Manage, and Maintain a High Voltage, Direct 

)   Case No. EA-2014-0207
Current Transmission Line and an Associated Converter

)   

Station Providing an interconnection on the Maywood-

)

Montgomery 345 kV Transmission Line



)

Missouri Landowners Alliance Statement of Support for 
Prehearing Conference and Local Public Hearings

This Statement is submitted by the Missouri Landowners Alliance (Alliance)  pursuant to the Commission’s Order Directing Filing, issued May 12, 2014. 


For the reasons set forth in the Motion of Show Me Concerned Landowners, and the Statement of Support from the Office of Public Counsel, the Alliance supports the request for a prehearing conference and for local public hearings in the area of the proposed transmission line.


If the Commission does schedule local public hearings, the Alliance respectfully requests that it give special consideration to the demographics of the area when deciding on the number, timing and location of those hearings.

Some people in the area who likely will wish to attend are up in age, and may be reluctant to travel to a distant location – particularly after dark.  Also, many people in the area work on farms.  They will face additional challenges in attending the hearings, particularly in the farming cycle when the hearings are likely to be held.  Soybeans, for example, can be planted into the beginning of July.  

Accordingly, to the extent that the Commission’s resources will permit it, the Alliance respectfully asks that at least one public hearing be held in each of the eight counties which would be traversed by the proposed line
, that the hearings not all be scheduled for the same time of day, and that at least some of the hearings be scheduled for mid-July or later.

Clearly, the more hearings that are scheduled, the more likely it will be that everyone on both sides of the issue will have a reasonable opportunity to be heard.  Unfortunately, as recounted in the attached affidavit, that apparently was not the case at the public hearings on Clean Line’s proposal in Illinois.    
Respectfully submitted,

/s/  Paul A. Agathen
Paul A. Agathen

Attorney for Missouri Landowners Alliance
485 Oak Field Ct.

Washington, MO  63090

(636)980-6403

Paa0408@aol.com
MO Bar No. 24756 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the foregoing document was served upon the parties to this case by email or U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, this 15th day of May, 2014.    

/s/  Paul A. Agathen                 

Paul A. Agathen

Attorney for the Missouri Landowners Alliance
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�  The eight counties are listed in the first paragraph of Grain Belt’s Application in this case, filed March 26, 2014. 





PAGE  
2

