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AQUILA, INC.
CASE NO. ER-2004-0034
DATA REQUEST NO. ILA-0008
TO MISSOURI OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL

DATE OF REQUEST: December 11, 2003
DATE DUE: January 12, 2004
REQUESTOR: Bev Agut

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Accounting Record-Keeping

QUESTION:

A. Does the OPC have any specific issues regarding the level of detail captured in Aquila’s
current financial accounting system or are the issues outlined in the direct testimony of Ted
Robertson solely related to reporting format? If the issues pertain to the level of detail
captured in the financial accounting system, please state specifically what Mr. Robertson
believes should be changed?

B. Is there a general ledger detail reporting format used by any other regulated utility in the
state of Missouri that meets Mr. Robertson’s approval or audit needs? If so, please provide
the name of the utility or utilities, the financial accounting software utilized, and a sample of
the general ledger reporting format. Note: It is understood that the financial information of
another utility is considered highly confidential. However, a “mock” reporting format can be
created utilizing column header, row descriptions, journal descriptions, etc. that are generic in
nature.

RESPONSE:

A. OPC's primary concern, at this time, is the reporting format. However, if it is determined
that the Company's accounting systems do not capture the data necessary to develop and
create a detailed general ledger for the Missouri regulated operations, then data capture
issues should also be addressed.

B. It is OPC's understanding that most, if not all, Missouri regulated utilities of any size
(e.g., Ameren, Missouri Gas Energy, Missouri Water Company, Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company, etc.), excepting Aquila, produce some form of a detailed general
ledger. The accounting software programs utilized by the utilities are diverse. Please see
the attached representation of a detailed general ledger currently in use by a large Missouri
regulated utility.
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