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MissoumineedstokkkRecoal STF.GENEVIEVE.AmerenMissourihasspentthepastfour
hinha

yearsengagedinabitterfightwithlabadiearearesidents
As a th'rd-yearSt. I.ou-s Unhesty

overaproposalto pile millionsofcubicyards ofcoalashonastudent, Yve been himg Missourrs trals
plot of croplandby theMissouriRiver.and padding bcal itiiers for the past

few years, gettirig to ...
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Since2009,debatehasahiftedfromtheFranklinCounty
AmagermioSersplimmakMraois Conanission to the courtsand the MissouriPublicService

Conanission.
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Onpranaleamea

pisa t° Amerenhas goneto greatlengthsto.keepthat projectmoving |
forward. Andso far, it hasprevailedover the opposition.

Groups mgegroundwater Meanwhile, the utility hasfounda verydifferent way of
gettingridofashfrornanotherofitspowerplants.It's

wwr.s11tday.commusinessaccellemeter>coal-ash.used-as-rrine411-nur-sle.geredsætartide_c6a5122b.e501-58s,8e9,39d29e6!i950hnd 1/5



&1413

Duens of camsof
groundwater

contambatbn from

coal ash dísposal

facRieshave beendocumented

nitbnwide.Readmre

EPA setUementraisesquestbns
about coal ash h Missouri
Agencysays Jeffessan Countycornpany
impioperly dl!Iposed of Ameren coal aih,
Readnnte

i.abadingtoupappealsorder
enabEngcoal ash landM

Ameren currently

seking DNR

corgtngtbn
pennt Readmme

IRIok AG says AmennEeBaEr
dhposed ofcoal ash

Env'tonmental

group simysBlois
complalnta 'red
fhg' for Naouri

Readmse

Itukig panesmigy for AnMeal
coulashhndMhl¥ankEla
County

Onler is defeat for
the Labadle

environmental
group, neklhbors

who chakneed plansReadnue

AmerencoalæhusedestrinefillnairStaGeniMew:Business

sendingtruckloadsofashfromitsRushIslandplantfor
disposaliaaninactivesectionofMississippiLimeCo.'s

cavernouslimestoneminenearSte.Genevieve.

UnlikeLabadie,theminedisposalhasn'tstokedcontroversy .
C Or

There'sheennopublicoutcryandonlylimitedreviewby
regulators.MississippiLime says both companies benefit MOFCqu. Ity
fromthearrangement,butenvironmentalgroupscontend

g rggen OFØRMC
lheregion'swatersupplycouldbeatrisk.

. ~. products
Rightnow,usingeoalashasbackfillforminereclamationis
beingdoneonatrialbasis,saidBillAyers,MississippiLime's

president HeindicatedthatAmerenispayingMississippi
Limetotaketheashbutdeclinedtoprovideanyspecificsof

QUICKCLICKS

theagreement,includingthequantityofmaterialbeing Archives 1.ottery

placed inthemine. Columns& erags Multlrnedla

"It'sbeneficialtousethevoidspaceinaurmineinan ,

economicelway?hesaid AndI thinkeertainly puttingitin klatases Press releases

anarealikethismightbeabetteroptionthanputtingitina Forums RSS feeds
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MississippiLime,Ayerssaid,hasaperatedintheSte. Livechats Weather

Genevieveareasincethe1920sandestablishedarecordof

environmentalstewardship.Andthecompanyreceived MDST READSTORIES

approvalframstateregulatorstoplaceashinthemine.

"Thisisaverycontrolledenvironment,averysafe 2 K51XpanmtGannett1o tmy IGOfsparert

environment?hesaid."Sothere'seertainlyanopportunity 3 giantstryingiosohebeedeaths.Some

forustchelpontAmerenandtoprovideanopportunityfor believe they causedthem.

ourcompany aswell." 4 Stormshit homeowners insurancecoverage

5 Caterpillar drops Boy Smut support ower gay
AmerenMissouri,meanwhile,saídit'ssetingasasupplierof tan
material to Mississippi IJme, and that it is not receivingany 6 Game industry finds a foolholdIn St touis

benefitfrom the arrangement. The utility declinedto confirm 7 Talks between Patriot Coal, UMWAtreakoff
thatit'spayingMississippilime.

Utility spokeswomanRitaHolmes-Boboseidtbeutility
doesn'tviewthearrangementwithMississippiLime,which
fornowisjusta6owlaytrial,aspartofitsashmanagement
strategy.

"Theyapproachedusandaskedusforourmaterialshe

said."We'uegladtoprovideit."

Ameren,meanwhile,isstillpursuingplansfornewash

landfillsatitsMerameeplantinsouthSt.Louiscountyand

8 Monsantowinsappeni1ossingpatentsultby
organicfarmers

9 Former itstess site in St lauls mayget new
ownersoon
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RushislandplantinJeffersonCounty.Theutuityhas

approvalfromstateregulatorstoperformadetailedsite veinSpecialties
investigationfortheRushIslandsite,butworkonthe
Merameesitehasn'tadvancedasfar.

Incontrasttotheproposedashlandfills,whichareregulated DEALS,0FFEllSANDEVENTS

underMissouri'ssolidwastelawsandrequirelinersand
publicvetting,injectingcoalashintoamineisexempt from

requiringasolidwastepermitbecausetheDepartmentof n
NaturalResouteeshasagreedtbeprojectqualifiesas
"beneficial"reuse- a utility industry termthatmeansto Shafs Pub presents; KARAoKE!

recyclecoalasb.

Noteveryoneseesthebenefit.
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JohnHickey,director of the Missouri Chapter of the SierraChib, believes the combinationofcoal

ash and the karsttopographyofSte. GenevieveCounty is a recipe for troubie.

CorrespondencebetweenMississippiLimeand the DNR evencites a 1985 reportthat makes

referenceto the sinkholes, caves and "heavilyfractured" rock in the area of the mine that direct £C'- "' Fast, Affordabie DNA Patemity
Testing

groundwaterinto the mine.

"Giventhat a lot of people in that areaget their drinkingwater fromthe MississippiRiveror wells, it

makes it of particular concern," Hickeysaid. Buy 5 Coffees, Get the 6th Freet

Public recordsalso show the DNRalso received an inquiry fromthe superintendentof the Public

WaterSupply DistrictNo. 1 of Ste. GenevieveCounty, which has a well about three miles away.

AconditionofDNRapprovalof the ashinjectionprojectrequiresMississippi Lime to testformetals . A SRUM OD
ER

inwater that come incontactwith the ashbeforethewater ispumpedout of the mine. Samplesare

to be analyzedfor the presenceof metals such as arsenic,chromium,lead, mercuryand selenium.

Mississippi Lime'sapprovalletter fromthe DNR suggests only talcum-likefly ash wouldbe placed

in the mine, and that the ashwouldbe mixedwithjust enoughwaterso that itwouldhardenlike
ST.LOUISPBSHHSPATCH

concrete.

But EnvironmentalProtectionAgencydatashow lighter fly ash actuallycontainsheavier

concentrationsofcontaminantsthancoarserbottomash.
| Bull.DINGCOMMISSIOfER

Went1vie, MO

Thecompany is requiredto submita final reporton the pilot projectwithin 60 days of completion. cty of wentzvile

And it mustamend an existing environmentalpermitif it choosesto proceedwith ash placement CNC MACHINIST
beyondthescopeofthecurrentpilotproject,andcommittomonitorgroundwateraroundthe ; OTa¾ Mo

injectionsite. Synergetts
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OWrEROPERATORS

Ba% Mo

The U.S. producesmorethan130milliontonsofcoalashannually-abyproductofburning
NaithAmertan Transport and Logistts

pulverizedcoal for electricitygeneration.The materialconsistsmostlyof oxides ofsilicon, iron, DRIVER

aluminum, andcalciumas wellas other trace metals.
3®''t '°'I'' M°
PAM Transpeit

Much of the ash is disposedof in landfills, impoundmentsand sludgeponds. But increasingly,it's ENGDEER

beingreused,orrecycled,sproutingamultibillion-dollarindustry. CIWtonH5, MO

AssociatedElectrtal CooperatWe(AECI)

Today,almost half of the coal ash generated at power plants is used in buildingmaterials,as filler DRIVER

materialin constructionprojectsand placed in mines and quarries. Ameren, infact,recycles tens of sabt Louis, MO

thousands oftons of fly andbottom ash annuallyfromits I.abadieplant into concretemixsold at company confidential

localhomeimprovementstores. DR1VER

. Seint Louis, MO

The AmericancualAshAssociation,anationaltradeassociation,saysrecyclingashbasnumerous 3n.o Logistts

benefits. It saves naturalresources,reducesgreenhousegasemissionsand limits the needfor
PtANI'LEADER

additionalland that would be requiredfor ashdisposal. Saint Louis, MO

WestwoodLands

Critics,however,saythere'sadistinctline betweenrecyclinganddisposalthat'stoooftenblurred.
Usingashat constructionsitesandplacingit into minesand quarries is worrisome, environmental

ROOFING SAl.ES

Chesteifield, MO

groupscontend, becauseharmfulmetals can leach into groundwater' Phmacle Home Impmvements

Ameren Corp,infact,facesa complaint from the Illinoisettorney generalhw.morïthforusing HOUSEKEEPERAIE3 PERSONALASSISTANF

180,000tons of ash as fill material at a powerplantjust outside of Peoria despite the fact that the subt Lou s, MO

ash containedlevelsofpollutantsthatexceedstate drinkingwater standards.

Lisa Evans,an attorney for the environmentaladvocacy group Eartbjustice, saida distinction

should be madebetweenashusedin bricks,cement or otherencapsulateduses and ash usedas fill

materialwherecantaminantscanfoulgroundwater.
news ads

"Regulators frequentlylook the otherway when it comes to reuse," Evanssaid. "Utilities oftentake

advantageof thispublichealthloopholeby shoving throughas muchwaste as they can to avoidthe

muchhigherdisposalcostofplacementinetigineeredlandfills."
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UtilitiesinMissouri,infact,havewidelatitudetoutilimeoalsshastheywantifit'sdoneinthe
nameofbeneficialuse.Inpartsofthestate,ashisusedinsteadofsaltforsnowremoval.

Andwhilerulesproposedbythe EPAinthewakeofthe2ongTennesseevalleyAuthorityconlash
..disaster couldshut downoklerunlinedashpondsin the state, they wouldn't affect beneficialuseof

The useofcoalash as minefill isn't new. In otherpartsofthecountry,ashisplacedinabandoned
coalminesto controlacidrunofforplacedinquarries andpitsaspartofthe reclamationprocess.

The issuegotenoughattentionthattheNationalAcademyofSciencescenductedastudyin=ao6of
_..

ashplacement in coal raines,concludingthatthe practicemay beanappropriatedisposaloption,
but only if the ash andthesite areproperly characterhed.Italso urged public involvementin
permittingprocessandrecommendedtheadoptionoffederalstandardstomakesurestatesfollow . --- -- ""

throughwithadequatesafeguardstoprotectgroundwaterandtheenvironment.SuchstandardsI
haveyet to be adopted.

Innestern Missouri,ash hasbeen usedfor ahnost two decades to stabiliæ abandoned limestone
¢b REGENTUNIVERSITYminessothatsurfacesabovecouldbe usedfor commercial development.

Whilenogroundwaterproblemshavebeendiscovered,HickeyoftheSierraClubbelievesit's itEPUTATI0lt
becauseregulatorsaren't lookinghardenough. MATfERS?
TheSierraClubrecentlychallengedapermítforinjectionofcoalashnearKansasCity,hesaid,only

mem snapetofindthatgroundwatermonitorshadbeenplacedupgradientoftheinjectionsite,notwheretbey Nwoulddetectpollution.-WeIack confidenceinDNR,"hesaid.
.
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