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On May 12, 2002, Missouri State Discount Telephone (MSD), a competitive local exchange carrier, filed an amendment to add BPS Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation, and Mid-Missouri Telephone Company to the list of exchanges in its tariff, PSC MO No. 1.  On May 30, 2002, the Office of the Public Council (OPC) Filed a Motion to Suspend the tariff.  Subsequently, on May 31, 2002,  MSD  filed substitute sheets 2nd Revised Sheet No. 11 and 2nd Revised Sheet No. 12 and asked that the initially filed sheet be withdrawn.  On June 3, 2002, MSD filed its Opposition to OPC’s Motion to Suspend.  

Although the initially filed sheet has been withdrawn and pages have been substituted, the Telecommunications Department Staff (Staff) contends that the substitute sheets do not represent any substantive change since they merely move the same information to a different place in the tariff;  essentially a change in pagination.

OPC’s motion on May 30 asserts that MSD “…was unlawfully operating in exchanges for which it had no Commission authority to operate and was not certified to provide service.”  Staff has found that MSD’s certificate to operate in the BPS area is conditional upon approval of these tariff sheets.  Further, any other concerns of unlawful operation should be resolved separate from approval of the instant filing.

The Staff states that the tariff meets the requirements of all applicable statutes, specifically, one or more of the following:  Sections 392.200(8), 392.200(4), 392.455(3), 392.455(4), 392.515(1) and 392.500(2) RSMo 2000.

In Case No. TC-2002-1076, Staff filed a Motion for Commission Authority to File an Excessive Earnings Complaint against BPS Telephone Company (BPS). In Case No. TC-2002-1076, the Staff alleges that MSD is not providing lawful service in BPS's service areas. If approved, the instant filing would appear to correct questions raised by the Staff regarding MSD's lawful operations in the BPS service areas. However, the instant filing does not address or alleviate concerns on all other issues raised by Staff in TC-2002-1076.  Other than this matter, the Staff is unaware of another matter that affects or would be affected by this filing.  Staff has no objections to the filing, and recommends Commission approval.

The specific tariff sheets recommended for approval are:

P.S.C. Mo. No. PSC MO No. 1
1st Revised Sheet No. 11
1st Revised Sheet No. 12
Appendix A


