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Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its recommendation states:


1.
On March 16, 2001, the Commission issued an Order in Case No. TA-2001-334 which, inter alia, granted a certificate to Missouri State Discount Telephone to provide basic local telecommunications services in the State of Missouri.  The Order provided that the certificate of service authority shall become effective when the Company’s tariff becomes effective.  On June 26, 2001, the Commission issued an order approving Missouri State Discount Telephone’s basic local tariff and its certificate of service authority to provide basic local services effective July 2, 2001.  That tariff stated that Missouri State Discount Telephone provides services in the listed exchanges of Southwestern Bell Telephone, ALLTEL Missouri Inc., and GTE Midwest Incorporated.


2.
On May 21, 2002, Missouri State Discount Telephone filed an amendment to add BPS Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation and Mid-Missouri Telephone Company to the list of exchanges in its basic local tariff.


3.
On May 30, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion to suspend the tariff filing.  Public Counsel’s motion states that Missouri State Discount Telephone’s tariff amendment of its authorized service area is in effect an application for a modification and amendment to its certificate of service authority under § 392.410.5 RSMo.  The Staff disagrees.  Missouri State Discount Telephone was granted statewide authority in Case No. TA-2001-334, it now has approved interconnection agreements with BPS Telephone Company, Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation and Mid-Missouri Telephone Company (Case Nos. TO-2002-62, TO-2002-261, and TO-2001-644, respectively), and it now seeks to add those three companies’ exchanges to its service area.  Commission Regulation 4 CSR 240-30.010(12)(c) requires a local rate schedule to include an alphabetical index of the central stations in the service area to which the schedule applies.


4.
In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff recommends that the Commission approve Missouri State Discount Telephone’s instant tariff filing.  The Staff states that the tariff filing meets the requirements of all applicable statutes.


WHEREFORE, the Staff requests the Commission to approve Missouri State Discount Telephone’s tariff filing and to deny Public Counsel’s motion to suspend.
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� Missouri State Discount is current on its annual report and assessment.
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