Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company and Modern Telecommunications Company, et al.,
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Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Southwestern Bell Mobile System, Sprint Spectrum, L.P., CMT Partners, d/b/a Cellular One, and Ameritech Mobile Communications, 
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Third Status Report


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and respectfully states as follows:


1.
On June 16, 2003, the Commission through its Order Directing Filing allowed the parties 30 days to permit discussions with the goal of reaching agreement on how to provide information as to the inter-MTA or intra-MTA nature of the traffic in question in the case.  Staff was ordered to file a status report advising the Commission as to the progress of the discussions no later than July 18, 2003, and did so.


2.
On July 23, 2003, the Commission ordered Staff to provide a status report at monthly intervals, and Staff complied by filing a Status Report in August indicating that the MITG companies were requesting an immediate prehearing conference to develop and submit a procedural schedule, and that other carriers were requesting more time for negotiation.  Staff suggested a final date for entering a stipulation be set for September 30, 2003, with Staff filing a final status report on October 1, 2003, if no agreements have been reached.


3.
On September 19, 2003 (the same date as this pleading), the Commission issued an order setting this case for a prehearing.  However, Staff has not been directed to cease filing Status Reports, and had prepared this Status Report as its Third Status Report for September 2003.


4.
The parties calculate that the following twenty-four inter-MTA factors must be determined to resolve the complaints in this matter:

Alma Telephone Co. factors for Cingular,
 USCellular,
 T-Mobile,
 and SprintPCS.

Choctaw Telephone Co. factors for Cingular and USCellular.

Chariton Valley
 factors for Cingular, USCellular, VerizonW,
 T-Mobile, and SprintPCS.

Mid-Missouri
 factors for Cingular, USCellular, VerizonW, and SprintPCS.

Mo-Kan Dial, Inc. factors for Cingular, USCellular, VerizonW, T-Mobile, and SprintPCS.

NE/Modern
 factors for Cingular, USCellular, T-Mobile, and SprintPCS.

5.
Counsel for VerizonW and the MITG companies have represented to Staff that the MITG companies and VerizonW have settled all claims and matters as between themselves and that, after delivery by VerizonW of checks to the MITG companies, counsel for the MITG companies will file Motions to Dismiss the claims of the MITG companies with prejudice.  Since the settlement of these claims eliminates all claims of all MITG companies against VerizonW, neither VerizonW nor the MITG companies intend to file inter-MTA factors regarding their traffic.

6.
To date, the other parties have not entered into stipulations regarding any of these inter-MTA factors.  Negotiations have continued.  The parties do not agree on the extent and nature of those negotiations, however.   Staff is aware that communications are ongoing between the MITG companies, Sprint Missouri, Inc., and SBC Missouri; also, the MITG companies have continued to negotiate with a number of the wireless carriers to arrive at inter-MTA factors.  Although some tentative agreements have been reached between some companies on some factors, none of these agreements have reached the final stage.

7.  
Staff notes that it appears its suggestion that a final date for entering stipulations should be set for September 30, 2003 appears to have been adopted by the Commission through the setting of a prehearing on October 3, 2003. 
WHEREFORE, Staff submits its third status report.
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or electronically mailed to all counsel of record this 19th day of September 2003.

/s/ David A. Meyer___________________

� Cingular Southwestern Bell Wireless, LLC, d/b/a Cingular Wireless.


� United States Cellular Corporation.


� Voicestream Wireless (now T-Mobile USA, Inc.), Western Wireless and Aerial Communications.


� Sprint Spectrum, LP d/b/a Sprint PCS.


� Chariton Valley Telephone Co.


� Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc., CMT Partners, Ameritech Cellular and Verizon Wireless, all d/b/a Verizon Wireless.


� Mid-Missouri Telephone Co.


� Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company and Modern Telecommunications Company.
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