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Staff's Reply to Various Responses to Commission Questions

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its reply states:


1.
On May 28, 2002, the Commission issued an Order directing IP Communications and Southwestern Bell Telephone Company to respond to Commission questions by June 5, 2002, permitting other parties to respond by June 5, 2002, and permitting replies by June 10, 2002.


2.
The Staff will use this opportunity to briefly reply to the responses to the third set of Commission questions.


If the Commission adopts a hybrid protective order, similar to the one suggested by IP, should that hybrid protective order be used in all Commission cases or just in this case?  Explain your reasoning.



The Staff recommends the adoption of a hybrid protective order in this case because of the expense to the companies of hiring an outside consultant, as noted by those parties supporting its adoption (MCI Worldcom, p. 2; AT&T, p. 3; IP Communications, p. 4).  However, the Staff is not prepared to either support or oppose the adoption of the hybrid protective order as the new standard in all cases.  Gas, electric, water and sewer companies, as well as many telecommunications carriers, are not represented in this case.  Therefore, the Staff recommends a rulemaking on protective orders.  
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