BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Charter Fiberlink-Missouri, LLC
)


)


Complainant,
)

vs. 

)
CASE NO. TC-2004-0046



)

CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC
)



)


Respondent.
)

ORDER FURTHER EXTENDING DEADLINE

FOR FILING ANSWER

On August 22, 2003, CenturyTel filed a Motion To Further Amend the Deadline For Filing Answer.  CenturyTel has stated that it is in continued negotiations with the complainant and the essence of CenturyTel’s motion suggests that the settlement and resolution process should be allowed to proceed unimpeded by the technical requirements of the complaint case.  CenturyTel quoted the Commission’s previous order extending the filing deadline where it stated, “The Commission supports the efforts of the parties to resolve and settle this matter.”  CenturyTel has also noted that no party opposes this extension.  Therefore, CenturyTel moves the Commission to extend the filing deadline for its answer to September 22, 2003.  

CenturyTel’s pleading contains a provision stating that any party which believes that the negotiations are no longer accomplishing their purpose may request that the Commission shorten the time for CenturyTel to provide its answer.  The Commission would note that while its rules do not specifically provide for such pleadings, the Commission will entertain any such pleading with or without the consensus of the parties.  Thus, if any party believes the negotiations are not productive, such party may indeed file an appropriate motion.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC, shall file its answer to the complaint of Charter Fiberlink-Missouri, LLC, not later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, September 22, 2003.

2. That this order shall be effective on Monday, August 26, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts, Chief Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 26th day of August, 2003.
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