BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into
)

the Possibility of Impairment without
)

Case No. TO-2004-0207

Unbundled Local Circuit Switching When
)

Serving the Mass Market

)

Ameritel missouri, Inc.’S response to 

oRDER SUSPENDING SCHEDULE

COMES NOW Ameritel Missouri, Inc. (“Ameritel Missouri”) and files this response to the Commission’s Order Suspending Schedule and Directing Filing issued on March 5, 2004 (March 5 Order), suggesting the need to continue proceedings in this case.

1.
The Commission’s March 5 Order suspended all activity in this docket and required that all parties submit pleadings stating and explaining their positions on whether to proceed with this case while the decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit issued March 2, 2004 in United States Telecom Association v. FCC, No. 00-1012, slip op. (“USTA-II”) is stayed or under appeal. 

2.
Ameritel Missouri suggests that the Commission should lift the suspension of the procedural schedule and set reasonable extension dates for remaining filings and hearings to allow this case to proceed.

3.
The parties and Commission have expended significant resources thus far relevant to impairment analysis, which Ameritel Missouri understands will likely be required regardless of the outcome of the USTA-II appeals and stays.  Thus, it would appear more efficient to Ameritel Missouri, for the Commission to continue with this process, rather than suspend all progress awaiting the results of the appeals of USTA-II.  


WHEREFORE, Ameritel Missouri respectfully requests that the Commission lift the suspension of the procedural schedule and establish a revised procedural schedule for remaining case events.







Respectfully submitted,







/s/ William D. Steinmeier










William D. Steinmeier    MoBar #25689








William D. Steinmeier, P.C.








2031 Tower Drive







P.O. Box 104595









P.O. Box 104595










Jefferson City, MO 65110-4595







Phone:
573-659-8672







Fax:

573-636-2305








Email:

wds@wdspc.com 

COUNSEL FOR AMERITEL MISSOURI, INC.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been served electronically on all parties of record this 11th day of March 2004.  







/s/ William D. Steinmeier










William D. Steinmeier

2

