BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of Southwestern Bell

)

Communications Services, Inc. d/b/a SBC
)

Long Distance’s tariff filing to initiate
)
Case No. TT-2003-0390

Promotions applicable to its Value Plus
)

Residential Plan.



)





OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S SUPPORT

OF STAFF’S MOTION TO SUSPEND TARIFFS


The Office of the Public Counsel supports the Staff’s Motion to Suspend SBC Long Distance’s tariffs relating to its Value Plus Residential Plans.  The Staff has raised significant questions of law, including the issues raised in prior promotional tariff cases: TT-2002-108 and TT-2002-472 and TT-2003-473.  The availability of the promotional rates are dependent on prior service and cancellation of local service with SBC’s local service provider affiliate.  This offering violates the provision against discriminatory treatment of ratepayers set forth in Section 392.220, RSMo. as it restricts the availability of discounted toll rates to a class of subscribers that are differentiated from all other customers solely on the basis of their prior subscribership to SWBT.  This is an unreasonable classification.


Therefore, Public Counsel supports the Staff’s Motion to Suspend and hold an evidentiary hearing on the reasonableness and lawfulness of the tariffs.
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