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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and for its Recommendation states:

1.
In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, Staff recommends that the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) grant Cincinnati Bell Any Distance, Inc. (“Applicant”) a certificate to provide interexchange telecommunications services.  The Commission shall grant an application for a certificate of telecommunications service authority upon a finding that the grant of authority is in the public interest.  (See Sections 392.430 and 392.440, RSMo 2000).

2.
Staff also recommends that the Commission classify Applicant and its services as competitive.  The Commission may classify a telecommunications provider or its services as competitive if the Commission determines it is subject to sufficient competition to justify a lesser degree of regulation.  (See Section 392.361.2, RSMo 2000.)  All the services a competitive company provides must be classified as competitive.  (See Section 392.361.3, RSMo 2000.)

3.
Staff further recommends that the Commission approve the waivers listed in the Notice of Applications.  The Commission may waive the application of its rules and certain statutes if the Commission determines that the waiver is consistent with the purposes of Chapter 392, RSMo.  (See Sections 392.361.3 and 392.420, RSMo 2000, as well as Section 392.185, RSMo 2000.)

4.
Staff notes that in its original filing, Applicant provided a tariff without issued or effective dates.  On January 19, 2004 the Applicant submitted a corrected tariff.  Along with this filing, the Applicant prayed the Commission grant an effective date of February 2, 2004.  This effective date would have been legally available to the Applicant if it had properly filed its tariff with the Commission on December 23, 2004.  Staff sees no problem with this prayer and respectfully recommends the Commission grant Applicant a February 2, 2004 effective date.


WHEREFORE Staff recommends that the Commission grant Applicant a certificate to provide interexchange telecommunications services.  Staff also recommends that the Commission approve Applicant’s proposed tariff, PSC MO No. 1 with a proposed effective date of February 29, 2004, or February 2, 2004, should the Commission so decide. Staff further recommends that the Commission grant Applicant competitive classification and approve the waivers listed in the Notice of Applications.

Respectfully submitted,








DANA K. JOYCE








General Counsel








/s/ Bruce H. Bates
____________________________________








Bruce H. Bates

Associate General Counsel



Missouri Bar No. 35442








Attorney for the Staff of the 








Missouri Public Service Commission








P. O. Box 360








Jefferson City, MO 65102








(573) 751-7434 (Telephone)








(573) 751-9285 (Fax)








bruce.bates@psc.mo.gov  (E-Mail)

Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail to all counsel or record this 22nd day of January 2004.







/s/ Bruce H. Bates
____________________________________








Bruce H. Bates

PAGE  

3

