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 Q. Please state your name and business address. 

 A. My name is Mark C. Birk.  My business address is One Ameren Plaza, 1901 

Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63166-6149. 

 Q. Are you the same Mark C. Birk that filed Direct Testimony in this 

proceeding? 

 A. Yes, I am. 

 Q. What is the purpose of your Rebuttal Testimony in this proceeding? 

 A. The purpose of my Rebuttal Testimony is to provide estimated retirement 

dates for each of AmerenUE’s major coal-fired generating facilities to be used by AmerenUE 

witness John Wiedmayer in calculating depreciation rates for these facilities. 

 Q. Is there some degree of uncertainty involved in estimating the retirement 

dates of these facilities? 

 A. Yes.  There are three major challenges regarding the continued, long-term, 

economic operation of the existing AmerenUE coal-fired generating units.  The first 

challenge is the potential for increasingly stringent future environmental requirements that 

may be placed on these existing units. The second is the potential for future development of 

new generating technologies which may be more efficient and/or cleaner than the 

technologies employed in existing units, and thus more commercially viable.  The third is the 

finite life associated with thick-walled components such as boiler drums and headers.  The 
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aging mechanisms of most concern involve creep in the high temperature headers and fatigue 

cracking in the drums, and thus some replacement of these heavy wall components can 

reasonably be expected if unit lives of greater than 60 years are going to be obtained.  These 

issues make estimating precise retirement dates for these facilities very difficult.  Other 

factors which need to be considered in estimating retirement dates for each facility include 

the age and condition of each major component, the service history of each facility and the 

expected future service conditions, anticipated near term capital investment for each facility, 

and the time and resources required to permit and construct replacement base load production 

capacity.   

 Q. Based on all of these considerations, what is your estimate of the 

retirement date for each of these facilities? 

 A. Taking all of these factors into consideration, my estimate of the retirement 

dates for each of AmerenUE’s coal-fired generating units is as follows: 

 
Facility 

Estimated 
Retirement Year 

 

Approximate Age 
at Retirement 

Meramec Plant  2021 63 years 
Sioux Plant  2027 60 years 
Labadie Plant  2033 61 years 
Rush Island Plant  2037 60 years 

  

 Q.        Does this conclude your Rebuttal Testimony? 

A. Yes, it does.  
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