BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s
)
Case No. TT-2003-0093

Tariff Filing to Initiate Residential Customer Promotion.
)
Tariff File No. 200300117

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On September 6, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to suspend the August 16, 2002, tariff filing of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.  The proposed tariff revision, with an effective date of September 16, 2002,  introduces a promotion for residential customers who purchase a flat‑rate access line with the Metropolitan Calling Area plan and selected vertical features.  Staff recommended that the Commission suspend the tariff, set the matter for hearing, and ultimately reject the tariff.

SWBT filed its response opposing Staff’s motion on September 9, 2002.  By order issued September 10, 2002, the Commission suspended the proposed tariff until October 16, 2002, in order to allow the Commission to further study it.

On September 17, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed its Response to Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s Response to Staff’s motion.  Staff indicates that this promotion concerns, among other things, the pricing of the MCA plan, which is currently under dispute in Case No. TT‑2002‑447, In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Sprint Missouri, Inc. d/b/a Sprint to Increase the Residential and Business Monthly Rate for the Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) Plan.  Staff notes that although it does not share the view of the Office of the Public Counsel in that case, Staff is obligated to inform the Commission if a current case or pleading could be affected by any other case or filing before the Commission.  The Commission would be aided in its review if Staff more fully explains how Case No. TT‑2002‑447 may affect this case.  In addition, SWBT will be directed to more fully develop its argument regarding the pricing of MCA service as it pertains to this case.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That no later than October 4, 2002, the Staff of the Commission and Southwestern Bell Telephone Company shall each file a supplemental pleading as indicated above.

That this order shall become effective on October 4, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 24th day of September, 2002.
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