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Status Report

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and states:


1.
On February 3, 2004, the Commission established this case to further its knowledge of Voice Over Internet Protocol (“VOIP”) technology.  The Commission directed the Staff and interested participants to prepare and file a report on VOIP by March 15, 2004.  The Commission also directed the Staff to provide monthly status reports concerning progress in this case and also concerning related developments at the Federal Communications Commission.


2.
A working group consisting of the Staff and interested participants in Case No. TW-2004-0324 met on February 23, 2004, and will meet again on March 8, 2004.  There are no current plans for the working group to meet after the March 8, 2004 meeting.  The final VOIP report is in draft stages and is on track to be filed by the deadline of March 15, 2004.


3.
As of the date of this Status Report, the FCC had not released its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) concerning VOIP.  Once the NPRM is released, the Staff believes it may be helpful if the working group addressed the questions and issues raised in the NPRM.  Depending upon the release date of the NPRM, the Staff may request an extension of the March 15, 2004 report deadline.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully submits this Status Report.
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