BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Proposed Acquisition
)

of AquaSource, Inc. by Philadelphia
)
Case No. WO-2003-0062
Suburban Corporation 
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On August 20, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion asking the Commission to open a case to investigate Philadelphia Suburban Corporation’s acquisition of AquaSource, Inc.  AquaSource, Inc., and Philadelphia Suburban Corporation are holding companies headquartered in Pennsylvania.  Neither company is regulated by the Commission, although AquaSource, Inc., owns several subsidiary water companies that are regulated in Missouri.  

On August 30, Philadelphia Suburban Corporation filed suggestions in opposition to Public Counsel’s motion, indicating that it in addition to acquiring AquaSource, Inc., it also intends to acquire the stock of AquaSource Development, Inc., which is a subsidiary of AquaSource, Inc., and is a regulated utility in Missouri.  Philadelphia Suburban Corporation indicated that it intends to file, in the near future, an application for approval of the acquisition of AquaSource Development, Inc.  It suggests that the case that Public Counsel asks the Commission to open is unnecessary because the Commission and Public Counsel will be able to examine the proposed transaction in the application case.    

In considering this case, the Commission needs to be aware of the filing of Philadelphia Suburban Corporation’s application for approval of its acquisition of AquaSource Development, Inc.  Therefore, Philadelphia Suburban Corporation will be directed to file a notice in this case, when it files its application. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That when Philadelphia Suburban Corporation files an application for approval of its acquisition of AquaSource Development, Inc., it shall also file a notice of that filing in this case.   

2. That this order shall become effective on September 22, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 12th day of September, 2002.
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