BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the





) 

Missouri Public Service Commission,


)









)





Complainant,


)









)

v.







)
Case No. WC‑2003‑0134








)

Osage Water Company,




)









)




Respondent.


)

ORDER DIRECTING STAFF TO FILE A RESPONSE


On October 17, 2002, Osage Water Company filed an answer to the complaint filed by the Staff of the Commission.  Staff’s complaint indicates that the owners of Osage Water Company have abandoned the company and that there is an imminent danger that the customers of Osage Water will lose their water or sewer service.  Staff seeks authority from the Commission to file a petition in circuit court for the appointment of a receiver to take control and responsibility over Osage Water Company.  Osage Water’s answer denies that the company has been abandoned and denies that there is any imminent danger that Osage Water will be unable or unwilling to serve its customers. 

Along with its Answer, Osage Water filed a motion asking the Commission to cancel the hearing on Staff’s complaint set for October 24.  Instead, Osage Water asks the Commission to schedule a prehearing conference for the purpose of establishing a list of

contested issues and establishing a procedural schedule leading to an orderly hearing on Staff’s complaint.  

The Commission set Staff’s complaint for hearing on short notice because of the imminent danger described by Staff.  Given the information contained in Osage Water’s answer, the Commission would like to know whether Staff and other parties believe that an expedited hearing on October 24 is necessary.  Therefore, the Commission will require its Staff to file a response to Osage Water’s Motion to Strike Expedited Evidentiary Hearing no later than October 21.  Any other party that wishes to respond to Osage Water’s motion may file a response no later than October 21.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. 
That the Staff of the Commission shall file a response to Osage Water Company’s Motion to Strike Expedited Evidentiary Hearing no later than October 21, 2002. 

2.
That any other party that wishes to file a response to Osage Water Company’s Motion to Strike Expedited Evidentiary Hearing shall do so no later than October 21, 2002.

3.
That this order shall become effective on October 21, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Morris Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of October, 2002.
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