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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE GRAHAM Let's go on the record.

Comm ssion has set this tinme for a procedural
conference, and the case captioned is In the Matter of
the Application of Liberty Uilities, (Mssouri Water)
LLC d/b/a, Liberty Uilities for Certificate of
Conveni ence and Necessity Authorizing it to Install,
Own, Acquire, Construct, Operate, Control, Mnage and
Mai ntain a Water System and Sewer Systemin Bolivar,

Pol k County, M ssouri. The file nunber is WA-2020-0397,
whi ch was consolidated, just to state the full record,
on Cctober 16, 2020 with file nunber, |ooks |ike

SA- 2020- 0398.

My nanme is Paul Graham |'mthe regulatory |aw
judge in this matter, and | have the attorneys making
their entries of appearance. | believe we have D ane
Carter here for Liberty; is that right?

MS. CARTER: Yes, this is D ana Carter for
Li berty.

JUDGE GRAHAM  Ckay. And M. Thonpson is here
for the staff of the M ssouri Public Service Comm ssSion;
is that right?

MR. THOWPSON: That is correct. Kevin
Thonmpson for the staff and the comm ssion, PO Box 360,
Jefferson GCty, Mssouri, 65102.

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 13
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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JUDGE GRAHAM  Thank you very nuch. And we
have Nathan Wl lians here for the office of -- for OPC?

MR WLLIAMS: Yes, and ny address is PO Box
2230, Jefferson Cty, Mssouri, 65102.

JUDGE GRAHAM (Ckay. And | don't believe I've
m ssed anybody. | think we've got all the players here.

We are here for a procedural conference.
Before | get off the line with you, are there any
prelimnary matters or things that you want ne to try to
addr ess?

M5. CARTER. Judge, we submtted a gl oba
stipulation that may be treated by the Conm ssion as
unani nrous. And so | feel that needs action nmaybe before
we do anything el se that we shouldn't need a procedura
schedule. Hopefully that stipulation will be approved

as a conplete resolution of the case.

JUDGE GRAHAM Wl l, let ne ook at the file
here, Ms. Carter. |'mobviously not up to speed this
nmorning. This has been -- | do not show it -- oh, yes |

do. This came in on the 12th. This canme on the 12th
si x days ago. (Goodness, gracious. Let ne open that up
a second, I'mnot going to conment on it, but let ne see
what we have here.

| understand now. M. WIllians called in or

his email in this norning as to whether this thing was

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 14
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

WA- 2020- 0397, Vol . 11

still on. GCkay. Al right, friends. WlIl, | don't see
any reason to go forward with -- are you all in
agreenent, we can cancel the procedural conference? |[|'m

assum ng you all are.

Yes, sir.

M5. CARTER  Yes.

MR, WLLIAVS: Judge, I'mnot sure if the
comm ssion has a concern about evidence or will want to
conduct themon the record. But in terns of a
procedural conference in anticipation of litigating
this, yes, we agree there is no need for that.

JUDGE GRAHAM  Ckay. Well, | see fromthe
stipulation that's been filed here that OPC is not a
party to it, but does not object to the comm ssion's
approvi ng, which does not speak to the question of
whet her the comm ssion m ght want an evidentiary hearing
or an oral presentation fromthe parties on it.

Let ne look a little further, not that |'m
going to actually answer that question, but now that
we're all together, let me take a | ook and see.

MR WLLIAVS: Well, if I"mnot mstaken, it
does not address putting into the record as evidence the
verified application or the verified staff
reconmendat i on.

JUDGE GRAHAM  Ckay. And | think I understand

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 15
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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what you're getting at there.

l"mstill here.

Wll, | don't know, and if | didn't know I
woul dn't tell you whether the comm ssion is going to
want to have an oral hearing on this. But to the extent
that that question bears upon whether we need to do
anything here today, | don't think so. And I think
you're all in agreenment we can just continue this
procedural conference, and if we need to reset it we
will. But |I don't see why we woul d need a procedura
conference if the only thing we're doing is setting this
thing for a hearing for a presentation, an oral
presentation of this.

| take it from what Nat han was sayi ng there,
M. WIIlians was saying a mnute ago, that | think he
was speaking, if | may speak for him to the possibility

that we may want to take sone evidence, and | think the

opi nion was that of this comng in here they'll require
t hat .

Ckay. |If nothing else is going on, any
further comments from anybody, we w || adjourn.

M5. CARTER Judge, if | may. |If we can
clarify if OPCis actually requesting that. | think
Nat han was just saying we don't know what the conm ssion

will do yet on this stip. The conpany, we would not be

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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requesting that other than if this stip is approved, we
woul d ask that the final docunents be admtted into the
record. Again, it should be treated as -- it can be
treated as a unani nous stipul ati on under the
comm ssion's rul es.

JUDGE GRAHAM | was wondering about that. |
don't know if we need an evidentiary hearing for that,
t hough, any nore than we would -- |I'mlooking at a
stipulation here in itself is unverified, not
necessarily that | would expect to see a verified
stipulation. But we have a gl obal stipulation here, and
| guess the concern is that what it refers to docunents,
whi ch would in the ordinary course of things be
consi dered evi dence and woul d have to be received. |Is
t hat what you fol ks are wonderi ng about here?
Ms. Carter?

M5. CARTER. |'m not wondering about anyt hing,
to be honest. | was hoping this stip could be approved
as a unani nous stip, conplete resolution of the case and

then that would be it.

JUDGE GRAHAM | don't see anything, and
again, | apologize for not realizing that this was in
here. |'mKkind of wondering how that happened. It cane

in on Friday and | wasn't here when it came in, but |I've

seen it. But |I'mnot seeing anything here as | | ook

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 17
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662



© 00 N O o B~ W N B

N N NN NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N B O © 0O N O o M O N+ O

WA- 2020- 0397, Vol . 11

through it that surprise ne as taking it out of the
ordi nary course of what we do with stipulations.

I s sonebody el se piping up there trying to
speak? M. WIllians, do you have anything to add?

MR WLLIAVMS: It's just been ny experience
that the conm ssion often wants evidence to support what
it does in an order.

JUDGE GRAHAM It often does. Let ne just --

MR. WLLIAMS: Counsel would not oppose to
stipulating into a record the staff recomrendation in
the application, both of which | believe are verified.

JUDGE GRAHAM Ms. Carter, what's your
position on that? Do you have any problemw th that?

M5. CARTER. No, | think that woul d be great.

JUDGE GRAHAM Well, the reason | ask, |I'm
| ooki ng back to this record. Has the staff filed
anything in this record other than it's initial
recommendati on that parts of what Liberty wanted be
denied. AmI| naking sense of that question?

MR, THOVWPSON. Staff is of the opinion that
all outstanding issues are resolved within the
stipul ati on and agreenent.

JUDGE GRAHAM | understand that. The
guestion really is directed to Ms. Carter. Now that

we're doing this, I'd like to nmake sure before we end

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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this. The recommendation that I'm |l ooking at is the one
that's dated April 16. |Is that the right one? | don't
think there's been any other one.

M5. CARTER  That would be it, Judge. W
reached a conprom sed position with the gl obal
stipul ati on.

JUDGE GRAHAM | understand that, but | al so
understand that you're in agreenent that this item this
staff recommendati on can cone into evidence --

M5. CARTER:  Yes.

JUDGE GRAHAM  -- if we need evi dence.

M5. CARTER  Yes.

JUDGE GRAHAM Yes. And this recomendation
I ncl udes staff's objections to the applicability of
393.320. And I'msure, Ms. Carter, you' re aware of
that. But | just want to make sure that when you say
this can cone in -- and I"'mnot going to -- this is kind
of an informal thing here today, nobody is going to hold
you to this, but while we're noving forward and trying
to determne -- this thing today and schedule it and
what we're | ooking at here, 1'd like sonme clarification
here. W're saying that this staff report can cone in
t hrough evi dence, if sonebody wants evidence, with this
objection init. The problemwth that right now --

(audi o cut out).
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M5. CARTER  Judge, | believe we're all in
agreenent that the verified application and staff's
verified recommendati on could be admtted into the
record.

JUDGE GRAHAM  Well, if | were on the other
side of this case and not the judge |I would probably say
sonething like that. 1'mnot trying to create a
problem But these words are in this report.

Okay. Anything el se fol ks?

Okay. We will conclude this procedural
conference. | really liked it, thank you very nuch.
Bye- bye.

(OFf the record.)

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, DARLENE A. FOOTS, Certified Court Reporter within and
for the State of Mssouri, do hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs contai ned on the foregoing pages was taken
by nme and contain a true and accurate transcription, to
the best of ny ability, of the renote proceedi ngs and

thereafter transcribed by ne.

&‘4.@' C%d Ao

Darl ene A. Foots, CCR No. 1228
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