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MOTION TO REVISE PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE FOR PHASE II


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and in response to the Regulatory Law Judge’s request at the conclusion of the hearing in Phase I on February 4, 2004, states:

1. On December 1, 2003, the Commission issued the Order Establishing Procedural Schedule, setting procedural schedules for Phases I, II, and III in this docket.  The procedural schedule was based on proposed schedules submitted by the parties.

2. The Commission held the hearing in Phase I for this docket on January 27, February 2-4, 2004.  At the conclusion of the hearing, the Regulatory Law Judge presiding over the case indicated that the existing procedural schedule for Phase II would likely not be workable due to the length of the hearing in Phase I and the need for sufficient time for the Commissioners to render a decision for Phase I.  As a result, the Regulatory Law Judge requested that the parties prepare a revised procedural schedule for Phase II.

3. The parties that participated in the hearing in Phase I, as well as other parties that have intervened in the proceeding, participated in discussions about a revised schedule.  All parties agreed to the following proposed schedule.  The parties were able to agree to the following dates based on the following assumptions: (1) the Commission’s Phase I decision was rendered on or before March 1, 2004; and (2) the incumbent local exchange companies (“ILECs”) filed only a trigger case in Phase II.  With those two assumptions, the parties agreed to the following revised schedule for Phase II:


March 11, 2004
--
Direct Testimony (All parties except Staff)


April 1, 2004 
--
Rebuttal Testimony (All parties except Staff)


April 6, 2004
--
File Issues List


April 12, 2004
--
Staff Testimony


April 19, 2004
--
Surrebuttal Testimony


April 20, 2004      --
File Statements of Position on Issues, list of witnesses to be called during the hearing, proposed order of witnesses, and proposed order of examination.


April 26-30, 2004
--
Evidentiary Hearing

4.  The parties further agreed that if any ILEC files a trigger and potential deployment case in Phase II and/or or if the Commission’s decision in Phase I is rendered after March 1, 2004, then the parties will need to revisit this proposed procedural schedule. 

5.
The parties further request that the Commission reserve the week of May 17–21, 2004 for additional dates of hearing, if necessary (which would be used only in the event that the ILECs file a trigger and potential deployment case).

 6.
The proposed revised procedural schedule applies only to Phase II, as the parties do not request any modification to the procedural schedule for Phase III.

7.   The filing and hearing dates set forth above take into consideration the Commission’s schedule, time for Commission deliberations, as well as witness and attorney conflicts that arise from similar proceedings taking place in other states.  These proposed filing and hearing dates are the result of the parties’ best efforts to minimize all of the conflicts of which they are aware and to accommodate each other and the Commission to the extent possible. 

WHEREFORE, the Staff, on behalf of all the parties, submits the foregoing in motion in response to the Regulatory Law Judge’s request for the parties to propose a revised procedural schedule.
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