BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Determination of Prices,
)

Terms, and Conditions of Certain Unbundled
)
Case No. TO-2001-438

Network Elements




)

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO POSTPONE SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE

On December 3, 2002, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company and the Joint Sponsors filed a joint motion asking the Commission to indefinitely postpone a settlement conference scheduled for December 9.  The motion indicates that postponement is necessary because some of the subject matter experts employed by the parties will not be available to attend the conference.  The motion further indicates that the parties will continue to discuss the outstanding issues and will report to the Commission when they have determined a mutually agreeable date for holding the post-hearing settlement conference.  

The joint motion represents that counsel for the Staff of the Commission has indicated that Staff does not oppose the joint motion.  Counsel for the Office of the Public Counsel has also indicated that Public Counsel does not oppose the joint motion.  

The joint motion is well taken and will be granted.  The settlement conference scheduled for December 9 will be indefinitely postponed.  The requirement that the parties submit, by December 16, a pleading identifying any remaining issues and recommending a procedural schedule, will be canceled.  

The settlement conference will be rescheduled at the suggestion of the parties if necessary.  If the parties are able to prepare and file a pleading identifying any remaining issues and recommending a procedural schedule, without the benefit of a formal settlement conference, the conference need not be rescheduled. 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the settlement conference scheduled for December 9, 2002, is indefinitely postponed.  

2. That the requirement that the parties submit, by December 16, 2002, a pleading identifying any remaining issues and recommending a procedural schedule, is canceled.  
3. That this order shall become effective on December 9, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A  L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 4th day of December, 2002.
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