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)
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)
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Relating to Telecommunications

)


COMMENTS OF THE MISSOURI TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
In response to the Missouri Public Service Commission’s (“Commission”) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,
 the Missouri Telecommunications Industry Association offers the following comments:  
INTRODUCTION


The MTIA is a non-for-profit trade association that represents the interests of Missouri’s telecommunications providers.  The association monitors the activities of several state regulatory agencies, as well as the state legislature, federal agencies and Congress, serving as the industry’s primary liaison in the state.  Through the association, member companies communicate collectively with state regulators, legislators, and other stakeholder groups on public policy issues of mutual interest.  A list of member telecommunications companies is included in Attachment A.
CHAPTER 28 – TELECOMMUNICATIONS, IVOIP, AND VIDEO SERVICES
28.010 – Definitions

· Proposed new rule 28.010(9) has a new definition for “Missouri Jurisdictional Revenue” that would exclude “wholesale uncollectibles”.
· Also, proposed new rule 28.010 would delete the current definitions of “Net Jurisdictional Revenue” and “Total Missouri Jurisdictional Revenue” in existing rules 28.010(10) and (16). 
· The MTIA opposes the deletion of “wholesale uncollectibles” from the definition and suggests that the Commission retain the existing definitions of “Net Jurisdictional Revenue” and “Total Missouri Jurisdictional Revenue” in 28.010(10) and (16).  These definitions are more accurate and acknowledge wholesale uncollectibles.  If companies are no longer allowed to deduct/exclude wholesale uncollectibles from their Missouri jurisdictional revenue reporting, this will create a new cost that, depending on the amount of the uncollectibles, may be significant and not accounted for in the proposed fiscal note.

· The definition of “Non-Switched Local Exchange Telecommunications Service” has been deleted from the proposed rule but is referenced elsewhere in the proposed new rules. See e.g. 28.012(1)(B).  The MTIA believes that this definition should be retained.  (Also note existing typo – change “to not switch” to “do not switch”.) 
28.011 – Certificate of Service Authority and/or Registration

· The existing rule 28.030(1) lists the various types of certificates or registrations that are available.  It may be helpful or instructive to retain this list.  
· Proposed new rule 28.011(1) states, “A company may request a certificate of authority or registration . . .” (emphasis added).  The existing rule 28.020(1) makes clear that companies offering the enumerated services “shall be certificated or registered by the commission prior to offering or selling such service in Missouri.”   The “shall” language should be retained to make clear the requirement for authorization from the Commission.
28.012 – Annual Reports, Statements of Revenue and Assessments
· Proposed new rule 28.012 drops language in current 28.040(2)(B) establishing a process for companies to seek extensions of time to file Annual Reports, including the option for an automatic 30-day extension.  The MTIA believes the option for an automatic 30-day extension should be retained.  
· Proposed new rule 28.012 deletes the description of Net Jurisdictional Revenues in current 28.040(4).  The MTIA believes that the definition of Net Jurisdictional Revenues should be retained and possibly moved to Chapter 31.  The existing rule is particularly helpful or instructive in describing what revenues are to be reported such as in the case of one rate for a bundle of regulated and non-regulated services.  In addition, the existing rule allows a “safe harbor percentage” to apply in distinguishing intrastate IVoIP revenues from interstate revenues.
· Proposed new rule 28.012(2)(D) would allow companies “filing” for bankruptcy a way to avoid PSC assessment obligations.  
· The MTIA questions whether a debtor-in-possession working its way out of bankruptcy should be allowed to avoid PSC assessments on a going-forward basis during the bankruptcy. 
· It may be more appropriate to revise the proposed rule to clarify that only assessments owed pre-filing may be avoided.
28.013 – Tariff Filings and Interconnection Agreements

· Proposed new rule 28.013 deletes the provision requiring a tariff for wholesale service such as access service.  See 28.070(1).  The MTIA believes this rule should be retained.
· Proposed new rule 28.013 deletes the provision regarding objecting to the adoption of an existing Interconnection Agreement.   See 28.080(2). The MTIA believes this rule should be retained.
28.015 – 211 Service

· Proposed new rule 28.015 deletes the provision that the Information and Referral (I&R) Service Provider is responsible for all costs of provisioning service.  See 28.090(2)(E)5. For example, I&R providers currently provide an 800 (toll-free) number that Local Exchange Carriers (LECs) can use to route calls from their customers to the I&R providers located either in St. Louis or Kansas City.  If the I&R providers are not required to provide this toll-free service, LECs without direct connection to the I&R providers would have to lease or construct facilities to transport calls from their subscribers to the I&R service providers.  This could create a significant cost for those LECs, which is not currently considered in the fiscal note.  Consequently, the MTIA believes this provision should be retained. 
CONCLUSION


The MTIA appreciates the opportunity comment on these proposed Rule changes, and the MTIA respectfully requests that the Commission consider and accept its proposed changes, clarifications, and edits to the proposed Rules.
Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Richard Telthorst, President & CEO
Attachment A
	Alma Telephone Company

	American Broadband

	AT&T Missouri

	Bluebird Network

	BPS Telephone Company

	CenturyLink

	Chariton Valley Telephone Corporation

	Choctaw Telephone Company

	Citizens Telephone Company

	Craw-Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

	Ellington Telephone Company

	FairPoint Communications Missouri, Inc.
     d/b/a Consolidated Communications

	Farber Telephone Company

	Fidelity Telephone Company

	Goodman Telephone Company

	Granby Telephone Company

	Green Hills Telephone Corporation 

	GRM Networks

	IAMO Telephone Corporation

	Kingdom Telephone Company

	Le-Ru Telephone Company

	LTC Networks

	Mark Twain Rural Telephone Company

	McDonald County Telephone Company

	Miller Telephone Company

	Mokan Dial, Inc.

	New Florence Telephone Company

	New London Telephone Company

	Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company

	Northwest Missouri Cellular

	Orchard Farm Telephone Company

	Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company

	Otelco Mid-Missouri LLC

	Ozark Telephone Company

	Peace Valley Telephone Company, Inc.

	Rock Port Telephone Company 

	Seneca Telephone Company

	Steelville Telephone Exchange, Inc.

	Stoutland Telephone Company

	Verizon Communications 
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