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Staff’s Motion to Establish Procedural Schedule


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and states: 


1.
On May 26, 2004, the Commission issued its Order Granting Intervention and Setting Prehearing Conference directing the parties to file a proposed procedural schedule no later than June 15, 2004.  


2.
The parties attempted to agree upon a procedural schedule during the June 8, 2004 scheduling conference and in two subsequent telephone conference calls.  Unfortunately the parties were unable to reach an agreement.  Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P. d/b/a SBC Missouri (“SBC”) proposed all testimony be taken live during an evidentiary hearing in July, whereas interveners AT&T Communications of the Southwest, Inc. and MCI WorldCom Communications, Inc. proposed a more traditional prefiled testimony approach with an evidentiary hearing in October.  The Commission has expressed its desire to use a live testimony procedure where feasible, however, the Staff believes that SBC’s proposal of a July hearing will not enable the Staff, and perhaps other parties, sufficient time for discovery, depositions, or to prepare the case for hearing.  For these reasons, the Staff does not support the procedural schedules proposed by SBC or interveners.  Instead, the Staff proposes a procedural schedule that uses a live testimony format with an evidentiary hearing in late August.  

3.
Due to the uncertainty of the time needed to take all testimony live, the Staff proposes to schedule three days for the evidentiary hearing.  Accordingly, the Staff proposes the following procedural schedule:



List of Issues





August 5, 2004



Position Statements




August 10, 2004



Settlement Conference



August 11, 2004



List of Witnesses, Order of Witnesses 

and Order of Cross-Examination


August 17, 2004

Evidentiary Hearing




August 24-26, 2004


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission adopt the above proposed procedural schedule.
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