                                                                    STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 27th day of June, 2002.

In the Matter of Alma Telephone


)

Company’s Filing to Revise its Access

)
Case No. TT‑99‑428, et al.

Service Tariff, P.S.C. Mo. No. 2 


)
Tariff No. 9900658, et al.

ORDER DENYING REHEARING

Syllabus:  This order denies the joint application for rehearing filed by the Missouri Independent Telephone Group and the Small Telephone Company Group.

Brief Procedural History

The above‑captioned case is the lead case for six cases involving proposed tariffs filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission and suspended at the request of the Staff of the Commission.  The Commission entered its Amended Report and Order on April 9, 2002, rejecting the parties’ proposed tariffs.

On April 18, 2002, the MITG and the STCG filed their joint application for rehearing. The application basically restated the same arguments that the MITG and the STCG used at the hearing and in subsequent pleadings.  The arguments were rejected by the Commission’s Amended Report and Order.

Standard for Granting Rehearing

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.160(1) and Section 386.500(1), RSMo 2000, as currently supplemented, provide that the Commission must grant an application for rehearing if, in its judgment, there is sufficient reason to do so.  

The Commission Rule states:  “Applications for rehearing may be filed pursuant to statute.”  

The statute states: 

After an order or decision has been made by the commission, the public counsel or any corporation or person or public utility interested therein shall have the right to apply for a rehearing in respect to any matter determined therein, and the commission shall grant and hold such rehearing, if in its judgment sufficient reason therefor be made to appear; if a rehearing shall be granted the same shall be determined by the commission within thirty days after the same shall be finally submitted.

The MITG and the STCG have had full opportunity to argue their positions through the appropriate procedures and both have vigorously done so.  

Decision

The MITG and the STCG have failed to establish sufficient reason to grant the joint application for rehearing.  The joint application for rehearing will be denied. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application for rehearing filed by the Missouri Independent Telephone Group and the Small Telephone Company Group on April 18, 2002, is denied.

2. That this order will become effective on July 7, 2002.

3. That this case may be closed on July 8, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

(S E A L)

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Law Judge

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe and Forbis, CC., concur

Gaw, C., dissents 
Hopkins, Senior Law Judge
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