BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of
)
Case No. XD-2005-0305
Better World Telecom, Inc.




)
ORDER CANCELING CERTIFICATE AND TARIFF
This order cancels the certificate of service authority to provide interexchange telecommunications services granted to Better World Telecom, Inc., along with its accompanying tariff.
On March 16, 2005, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its motion to open a case and cancel the certificate of service authority and tariff of Better World Telecom, Inc.  The Commission granted Better World Telecom a certificate of service authority to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services in Case No. XA‑2003‑0283.  The Commission also approved Better World Telecom’s tariff, Missouri P.S.C. Tariff No. 1, in that same case.

In support of its motion, Staff states that Better World Telecom, a Delaware corporation, was duly registered with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office, but was admini​stratively dissolved by the Missouri Secretary of State on February 19, 2004, because the company failed to file its annual registration report.  On November 15, 2004, the company’s Missouri registered agent resigned.
Staff also notes that the company has requested the cancellation of its certificate of service authority.  Staff attached a copy of a letter from Better World Telecom, dated March 15, 2005, which indicates that Better World has not been an operating company since February 2003.  Staff indicates no Missouri customers are receiving service under the company’s certificate of service authority.

Staff notes that the company does not owe any annual reports to the Commission.  Better World Telecom has failed to pay its fiscal year assessment, which Staff states was based on an estimate and is “a very minimal amount.”

Staff previously sent correspondence to the address the Commission had on file, which is the same address for the company contained in the Missouri Secretary of State’s records:

11921 Freedom Drive, Suite 550

Reston, VA 20190

This mail was returned to the Commission as “undeliverable.”  Company personnel have advised the Commission’s Staff attorney assigned to this case that the company’s correct address is:
11951 Freedom Drive, 13th Floor

Reston, Virginia  20190

The service list for Staff’s motion indicates that Staff sent a copy of its motion to both the 11951 Freedom Drive address and the 11921 Freedom Drive address.  
Staff states that because the company has requested cancellation of its certificate, and because the company is no longer providing telecommunications service in Missouri, Staff recommends that the Commission cancel the company’s certificate and tariff.  Staff also recommends that the Commission remove the company from the Commission’s Electronic Filing and Information System records.

The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation certificate under Section 392.410.5, which states, “Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application of the person or company affected.”  Since no one has requested a hearing in this case, the Commission may grant the relief requested based on the application.
The Commission has reviewed the application and the official file and finds that it is reasonable to cancel Better World Telecom’s certificate.  In addition, the Commission finds that it would be in the public interest to cancel the tariff of the company.  Therefore, the certificates of service authority granted to Better World Telecom in Case No. XA‑2003‑0283, along with its accompany​ing tariff, will be canceled.  In addition, the Commission will direct its Data Center to serve a copy of this order on the company at both of the addresses provided by the Commission’s Staff.  The Commission will also instruct its Data Center to note in its records that the company’s certificate and tariff have been cancelled.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the certificate of service authority granted in Case No. XA‑2003‑0283 to Better World Telecom, Inc., along with its accompanying tariff, is canceled.
2. That the Commission’s Data Center shall serve a copy of this order on the following:
Better World Telecom, Inc. 

11951 Freedom Drive, 13th Floor

Reston, Virginia  20190

Better World Telecom, Inc.

11921 Freedom Drive, Suite 550

Reston, Virginia  20190

3. That the Data Center shall note in its records that the certificate and tariff of Better World Telecom, Inc., have been cancelled.

4. That this order shall become effective on April 11, 2005.

5. That this case may be closed on April 12, 2005.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 31st day of March, 2005.
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