BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Request for Approval of Interconnection Agreement
)

between Chariton Valley Telecom Corporation and
)

Southwestern Bell Telephone L.P. d/b/a SBC 

)
Case No. TK-2004-0199
Missouri Pursuant to Section 252(e) of the 

)

Telecommunications Act of 1996



)

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION TO INTERVENE AND SCHEDULING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On October 27, 2003, Chariton Valley Telecom Corporation filed an application asking the Commission to approve a Traffic Termination Agreement between Chariton Valley and Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P. d/b/a SBC Missouri, Inc.  On October 28, the Commission issued an order making SBC Missouri a party, directing notice, and establishing November 17 as the deadline by which any interested party could file a request for hearing.  On November 14, the Small Telephone Company Group (STCG) filed an Application to Intervene and Request for Hearing.

The STCG’s member companies are small incumbent local exchange carriers that provide local and exchange access service in Missouri.
  The STCG indicates that the interests of its member companies will be directly and adversely affected if the Commission approves the interconnection agreement submitted by Chariton Valley.  The STCG contends that the challenged interconnection agreement will allow SBC Missouri and Chariton Valley to deliver local and interexchange telecommunications traffic to the STCG members’ exchanges in violation of their tariffs and without billing records or compensation.

On November 18, the Commission issued an order directing that any party wishing to respond to the STCG’s application to intervene and request for hearing do so on or before November 21.  No one responded.  Therefore, STCG’s application is unopposed.  

Its application to intervene establishes that the STCG has an interest in this case that is different from that of the general public.  Furthermore, that interest may be adversely affected by a final order arising from this case.  Therefore, Commission rule 4 CSR 240-2.075(4) permits the Commission to grant the STCG’s application to intervene.  

The federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 requires that the Commission act upon Chariton Valley’s application for approval of its interconnection agreement by January 25, 2004.  Therefore, the Commission will need to move on this case promptly.  A prehearing conference is the best way to bring the parties together to discuss the issues and to establish a procedural schedule.   

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Small Telephone Company Group’s Application to Intervene is granted.

2. That a prehearing conference is scheduled for December 3, 2003, at 10:00 a.m.

3.
That the prehearing conference will be held in the offices of the Missouri Public Service Commission in Jefferson City, Missouri.  This hearing will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 before the hearing.

4.
That this order shall become effective on November 25, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 25th day of November, 2003.
� The members of the STCG are:  BPS Telephone Company; Cass County Telephone Company; Citizens Telephone Company; Craw-Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; Ellington Telephone Company; Farber Telephone Company; Goodman Telephone Company; Grand River Mutual Telephone Corporation; Green Hills Telephone Corp.; Holway Telephone Company; Iamo Telephone Company; Kingdom Telephone Company; KLM Telephone Company; Lathrop Telephone Company; Le-Ru Telephone Company; McDonald County Telephone Company; Mark Twain Rural Telephone Company; Miller Telephone Company; New Florence Telephone Company; New London Telephone Company; Orchard Farm Telephone Company; Oregon Farmers Mutual Telephone Company; Ozark Telephone Company; Peace Valley Telephone Company; Rock Port Telephone Company; Seneca Telephone Company; Steelville Telephone Exchange, Inc.; and Stoutland Telephone Company.
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