Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of World Communications Satellite Systems, Inc.     

                                                                     
	)

)

))


	                 Case No. TD-2005- 


motion to open case and cancel certificate 

of service authority


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Motion to Open Case and Cancel Certificate of Service Authority, respectfully states as follows:

1. On September 10, 2001, the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) issued its Order Approving Interexchange Certificate Of Service Authority And Order Approving Tariff (Order) to World Communications Satellite Systems, Inc. (WCSS) in Case No. TA-2002-7.  WCSS’ tariff, PSC MO No. 1, was approved in the same Order.      

2. A 2003 annual report warning letter sent by the General Counsel’s office on April 27, 2004 to the last known address in the Commission’s Electronic Information Filing System (EFIS) was returned
.  The Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 statement of revenue form was sent to a new address that was reported by WCSS in its 2002 annual report: 4301 Brittany Trail Dr., Champaign, IL  61822.  The FY 2005 statement of revenue form was returned to the Commission as undeliverable to the Champaign, IL address on March 8, 2004.  The telephone number for the president of WCSS, Caterina Bergeron, has been disconnected.  Staff has no means of contacting WCSS.  

3. According to the website of the Missouri Secretary of State, WCSS was administratively dissolved on November 12, 2004.  WCSS, a corporation organized pursuant to the law of Virginia, was terminated on August 31, 2004 according to the Office of the Clerk, Virginia State Corporation Commission.  

4. On April 16, 2004, in File No. EF-03-TC-177, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued a Forfeiture Order in the amount of $560,000 against WCSS for violation of section 258 of the Communications Act of 1934 for engaging in the practice of “slamming”. WCSS did not pay the forfeiture amount to the FCC, nor did WCSS respond to the FCC’s initial complaint.  

5. On July 27, 2004, the Minnesota Public Utility Commission revoked the certificate of authority of WCSS and noted in the docket that “envelopes coming back undeliverable”. (Docket No. P6028/RV-04-943) On January 9, 2004, the Wyoming Public Service Commission cancelled the registration and tariffs of WCSS in Docket No. 74526-TI-03-6 (Record No. 8689).

6.  The Staff has recorded no complaints against WCSS for 2004.  However, the Staff had recorded 20 complaints against WCSS for the two-year period of 2003 and 2004, all of which are closed.   In February 2004, the Missouri attorney general’s office recorded one “slamming” complaint against WCSS that was subsequently settled.  

7. WCSS paid its FY 2004 assessment.  Because the FY 2005 statement of revenue was returned to the Commission, the Staff estimated an assessment amount of $626.94 that remains unpaid.  Because of the inability to contact WCSS and the reasons stated above, General Counsel opines that WCSS is not currently in business and any assessment amount is uncollectible from WCSS.   Even in the unlikely event that someone could be found on the other side, WCSS must pay its $560,000 penalty from the FCC.   Therefore, the Staff recommends that no additional state resources be expended on WCSS and that the Commission issue an order canceling WCSS’ certificate and accompanying tariff, and close this case.

8. Staff will serve this pleading on (a) the last known EFIS address reported by WCSS; (b) the last address reported by WCSS on its 2002 annual report; and (c) WCSS’ registered agent as listed by the Secretary of State’s website.

9. Other than the items discussed supra, WCSS has no other matters pending before the Commission.  The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation certificate pursuant to Section 392.410.5 RSMo 2000, which provides:

             Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the

             commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application

             of the person or company affected.

However, the Commission need not hold a hearing, if, after proper notice and opportunity to intervene, no party requests such a hearing.  State ex rel. Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. v. Public Service Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494 (Mo. App. 1989).


WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above, the Staff recommends the Commission cancel the certificate of service authority of World Communications Satellite Systems, Inc. to provide interexchange telecommunications services and its PSC MO No. 1 tariff, and close this case. 
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	     Office of the Public Counsel

      P.O. Box 7800

     Jefferson City, MO  65102

   
	
	World Communications Satellite Systems,

Inc.

c/o CSC-Lawyers Inc. Service Co.

221 Bolivar Street

Jefferson City, MO  65101

	World Communications Satellite Systems, Inc.

President or Chief Legal Officer

3730 Kirby, Suite 1200

Houston, TX  77098


	
	World Communications Satellite Systems,

Inc.

Attn: Caterina Bergeron

4301 Brittany Trail Dr., #2

Champaign, IL  61822
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