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Firefighters arrive alter sprinklers controlled an intense fire likely
started by an overheated van in the garage

- . - _, - “ e S
Sprinklers doiise

townhouse fire
with minor damage

BY ROBERT P. MADER
OF CONTRACTORS sTAn

DURANGO, COLO Former firefighter Girt
Schmeisser watched in disbelief as flamaes from hi
heated van threater Lo destroy her three-level (o
townhouse, Her shock soon turned to exclitement
realized that two of the home's fire sprinklers had
and were helping contral the heat and flamies,
P we did not have sprinklers In this za

townhome building n homes — wo

lost tothis fire,” said Je ope, partner of Timb

Builders and one of the developers of the 71-unit commu

nity, located in southwest Colorado, Pope croedits D
Lenberg, president of Fire Safe Homes and a fire pro
industry consaltant, with identifying an atfordalil
efficient solution. Pope, Lenberg and plumbing con
Bradford I*. Blake of Blake Mechanical selected o co
tion fire sprinkler and domestic cold-water system

At the time of the Installation, Lenbérg was v

vihouse fire
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Pa. contractor helps

BY ROBERT P, MADER
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i adlng onta a truck. It's easy
ol -Wfﬁght budgets, too, because with

to offer you the Metro-Rooter at a
very attractive price.

Look what you get as standard equipment:

m Variable speed Power Cable Feed drives and
retracts 1/2", 5/8", and 3/4" cable at up to 20 ft.
per minute,

® Heavy-duty powder coated steel drum holds
100 ft. of 1/2" cable for inside lines, 75 ft. of
9/8" cable for roots, or 50 ft. of 3/4" cable for
tough jobs,

® Self aligning Flexitube™ distributor tube reduces
cable tangling

™ Heavy-duty reinforced frame and drum support
shaft takes rough handling in the field

Genera f/~8

PIPF CLEANERS %/

McKees Rocks, PA 15136
www.drainbrain.com/metro

General Metra-ﬁoater"

IC

ey .

= 1/3 hp capacitor motor has plenty of power to
drive more than 100 ft. of cable into the line

® Passive brake system holds the machine in place
on the job and in the truck.

m Ten-inch wheels and truck loading wheel for
easy transport

= Cutter Holder on the frame keeps all the cutters
within easy reach.

Even if you don't do a lot of root cutting work

you should check out the Metro-Rooter, since it

costs just a little more than lighter duty machines.

See your wholesaler or call the Drain Brains

at 800-245-6200 or 412-771-6300.

The toughest tools down the line.”
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Contractors will feel
urban-infill" impact
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Our new gas connector is a real standout.

Primarily because it doesn't. |

{ household

alesaler, call

f more. Crt tact voO

connectors

Craft at 248-305-6000, or visit www.brasscraft.com

Now in black. They stand out, because they don't

Craft
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Few contractors plan
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terson, Fers i Enterprises, Modern
It was a moming in 1926. A small group of plumbing What hasn't changed over time is IAPMO's commitment Fastent danco 1d Modern
Inspectors were discussing work issues over coffee. to its members, or its mission of promoting safety,
Little did they know that their lively discussion would sanitary plumbing and mechanical systems. As IAPMO st | 16 people went down to
soon lead to creation of the Intemational Association marks its 80th year, it stays true to the values that led
of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials—IAPMO. Since to its start from that first coffee break. From an interactive Hune. A SR
that time, IAPMO has grown far beyond the vision of website and publications to conferences and spe v in Nov er A tootieg
its founders, producing the Uniform Plumbing and events, the organization continues to break new ground OX truck loaded with mater
Mechanical Codes, offering educational and certification S0 whether you're a plumber, inspector, building official, ilsand 1
courses and serving product listing and testing contractor or apprentice, you'll find what you need | gy srobly ing recon
clients around the world. through IAPMO. truction he lack of materials, hi
saic e closes | Fwas hours
d il tl k in the re
’APMO p—_ gio he H ¢ Depot has problems
( ) Celebrating 80 Years keeping mater toc
of Health, Safety and e e R

“1';5:!::02" Raising Standards. can’t lean on the Infrast AeHUre we

If you're not a member yet, you ¢an join online or by : e

Come be a part of IAPMO's future

TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL OFFICIALS

www.igpmo. For infor




New ProPress XL-C joins up to 4"
tubing in as little as four seconds

Ridge Tool and VIEGA continue to enhance the world's best

copper pressing system. ProPress XL-C, for 2-1/2'- 4" copper

e xos tubing, delivers the speed and reliability of ProPress —now —*
with the addition of increased efficiency and flexibility,

New highly engineered XL-C copper press fittings are lightweight
and feature the patented stainless steel grip ring that provides
exceptional strength, exceeding that of a solder connection.

The new V2 Actuator jaw swivels 180° with the new XL-C
Press Rings. This allows connections to be made at any angle
relative to the tubing, greatly increasing access in tight spaces.

ProPress is the fastest way to join 1/2" to 4" tubing - less than
7 seconds for a joint. To learn more or to schedule a demon-
stration of new XL-C rings, fittings and actuator, contact
Ridge Tool at 800-769-7743, www.ProPressSystem.com.

RIDGID
viega

Speed And Reliabilty You Can Measure™ For information circle 204 -

et Bt | 2008, Ridge Teo! Company




Our new Ultra boiler is 92% efficient.
And 100% Weil-McLain.

The new Weil-McLain Ultra gas boiler delivers it all - optimum efficiency to
minimize your customer’s fuel costs. and proven reliability to maximize your margins.

Advanced microprocessor

controls that automatically
adjust boiler output based on

heating system variables

Better than 92% AFUE
_—~ (and up to 98% for low
temperature applications)

— Easy installation and service

A pre-mix stainless steel
burner that assures perfect
firing rate modulation

A cast aluminum mono
\ block heat exchanger

designed to operate in low

temperature applications

-

Call your distributor or visit m mlll'mlm

www.weil-mclain.com to learn more.

il [Without compromise s

Forinformation circle 205
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Weil-McLain recalls Ultra Series hoilers

Continued from pags %

Kit, carbon monoxide can build up duc

todncomplete ¢ mbustion, posing a
rhsk of « A poisoning

Wel-McLain satd it 1s aware of one
incident where two con um
reported o LV palsoning when the
botler installed in thei home was

connecied to LIF pas

The recall involves Wy Mclain Ul

tra 80, Ultra 105, Ultra 1 It A
and Ultra 310 condensing, high-efi
ciency, gas-fired boilers. The user's

manual and installation man: Vi

“Litra Gas-Fired Water Boiler®

the
Lover. Lhe bollers are wrapped in a
glossy sllver/flat black ket and either

stand on the floor or ire wall-mounted

Ihe serial nun bers range
CPS071716 through CPs3z

When the panel on the front of th
baileris removed, a bar-coded fabel

with ths erial number 1s 1o ited on

the lawer right hand sid
itself. *“Well-Mclain
iront panel of the bollers

I the boiler

Plumbing and heat ng whole
salers sold the b lers to plumbers
and contract tationwide fron
May 2005 through
betwean $4,000 and $7.000

Rave Dolan, Weil-MeLain's vice

president/marketing, satd cor

July 2006 for

can obtain a Propne conversior kit
brom the company's Micl igan Clty,

Ind., headquarters by calling the Firm's

Technical Servi s Department at
Z10/B79-6561. Tech nical Services
will ship the orifices

"l a change-out is nece SSArY on-an in-
stalled boller that 1s affe i
toe, @ contractor should ¢

Hee and fill out the orifice cony

report torm, and they will be co

sated for one hour of labor and

travel rate |

DUt 15 neecled

the boller, they sh

conversion report form, and thiy

receivea check for 30 minutes of | b

plus theirtravel time,"

Conn. PHCC
sets trade show

HARTFORD, CoNN Ihe Connect
cut Plumb g He iting
tractors will host its annual

and Trade Show fromn

3'p.m. Feb. 10, 2007, at Connectic ut
Canvention Center her
Upto 1,000 licensed professional

contractors are « Xpected to attend. The

CInE Eodd thiat i they il no charge to or
rles boller Hea L L an contact
propane and W alr | ervices at
antacted by A=0a0l fi ' informa
| d contact | m. Well-McLair noalse becon
& safety inspect tacted toll-free at 126-6172
tinstall clween 8 | p.m. CST
on kit, one I} Monday through Fri or on the
wIhe inspection Web a ] (i
B B

] na' JE D *”

EN SLEEPING ON YOUR COUC

£ LAST MONTH
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Sprinklers douse townhouse fire
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» BEEN in Dallas for four days

Mexman or Italian, whlch would you prefer?

BY MARK MATTESON
INDUSTRY CONSULTA

gentle wigg v cat's tail just before auld 1 say,
conducting training semi- t pour e v i
nars with a fine gr § Cress How was y flight?™ ike a I qeed chalr:
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QS5C Power Meeting to
‘Strive for Excellence’

FALLS CHLURC

H, VA Members of Change"” - M

Quality Service Contractons will be told [0 Encourist

Feb, 22-24, 2007, at their Power ussion, t 1

Meeting XX VI in Scottsdale, Ariz,, that  for s1 FAr

superior | ness manag nt willb

processes and analysis are ) VT !

ANy COompany s success. (SR
With the theme g for 5, other 1

Excellence,” the meeting will offer  tles will

a varlety of seminar topics an Feb. : lieng

speakers. They include; ment spon | by
® "Management Processes” Industry Part s

Gary Elekes 05 n hanced service groug
® “Operational Processes” of the umbir leating-Co

Gary Ogtker; Contractor | Assoclation. (S(
® “If You Made So Much Money, delivers tral rduct

Where s 1t7" - Ron Collier ind services for p VAL
® “Keeping Score” - AWTENCE service and rep

Snow; and For it
® “Striving for Excellence” and n 1 13-769 t visl
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LESS HEADACHES,

LESS ITEMS
TO STOCK

% .STEP SAVIN(.: v,x:_w:s
FOR THE PRorESStONAL

PEL-ALS a4 ngenarad trackenak ol Sestsbiane. € pany, B

DESIGNED, BUILT AND
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY BY

ny, Inc.
SPECIFICATION SHEETS AND TECHNICAL DATA
AVAILABLE AT WWW. WERBS TONEVALVES.COM
TEL: (800) 225-8520 FAX: (BO0) 336-8133

For informat

circle 207

DECEMBER 20(




16 CONTRACTOR

FORUM

Be selflsh this holiday season'

BY JOE HODES
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ChemDrain™ CPVC CHEMICAL WASTE SYSTEM

Step One - ChemDrain CPVC Solvent Cement.
Step Two - Done.
Because it's made of Corzan® CPVC, ChemDrain is light,
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Just talk won't make meetings powerful

Continued from page 7 “Leading Mowerful Meetings,” Pautzke 1y an instructor, with an average reten Whe articipants pract ige the ma-

poses a question to the group and asks *monstrated how the same principles  tion rate of 5%, It's the least effective  terial by doing it, the retdntion rate
each [x I|-.iil.||'.l |n\'-'||‘.r.||-'\|!= SO0 A Id apply ) COmpany training pr form of instruction, she said ri 5 1o i 1 mosiDeffective
piece of paper. The responses go intoa  grams. She as ) tar members to Next is reading at 10% and then  method, at 900

bag, which is then shaken. Participants  rank seven (v pes of instruction on the wdio-visual mat

participants
rials, such as a movie teach others by making immediate
reach into the bag and read what they  “Learning Pvramid,” which shows the it 2000, When content is demonstrated  use of what thev've I
plll\L‘Lh'II‘ to the group, which discusses  average percentage of retention of mate by an instruct the retention rate ar more information aboit Nexstar,
the different ideas al 24 he iter each method is used jumps to 30%. Discussion group all BRE/GUN-5400 or vi WL e T
Closing a meeting effectively can be tthe top of the pyramid is a lectur r the rate to S0F
an apportunity to celebrate what has
just been accomplished and link to - 1
gether the points made. It's also the M -
-
time to share action plans and to en- -
courage participants to continue to net- = = e m
Ltk one another RHEEM-RUUD COMMERCIAL WATER HE.!}TING S(_)I.U
Getting people to participate in - " " . ot e .
I1'|\'L'1||1:._". can make them more enjoy
able too, She cautioned Nexstar mem
bers, however, about losing sight of the
meeting's objective
“Do not have fun for fun itself.” she
sald. “Link fun to content or vou will
lose credibility as a business leader,”
The meeting’s content should be
divided into three chunks: critical
content; content that supports or
complements the critical part; and
reference materials
“The critical content should be the
smalles: chunk or the shortest in terms
of timy, but it should be business
results oriented,” she said.

Although her seminar was titled,

LETTERS

Apology for
urinal remarks

e 7000 Baseball fans keep the team charged at the games.
jssue of CONTRACTOR magazine re Dependable Rheem-Ruud Commercial Water Heaters
garding politics and non-water urinals keep things clean, camfarrame and tasty!

wias clearly inappropriat Pol

play on lead bill, waterless uri

pg. 31). What was an attempt at

light-hearted humor was certainly

not communicated as such and | Fllwpm Ruud Eu-rnrnernlal Water Heaters and Storage Tanks

take responsibility for that l 1 n 18 hometown choice at Riverwalk Stadiun Y o
I apologize to Falcon Waterfree Maor Il analysis of the stadium's require st Sentinals

Technologies and the other manu Al FILIL ¥ Ity commercial water heater i

fagturers of these products for ATHE YOG S 8 5 W vecified and installed Visit www.rheem.com,

inferring something about politics Rheem-Ruud System Sentinel call 800-621-3622 or

for which | had no information ystam sentinel™ makes r tenance a snap. Glowing LEDs verify emall sales@rheem.com.
Nonm-water urinals have their place in 4 ! 2ration and | L met

the building industry and new con Rheem takes hot water seriously. Rheem-Ruud Commercial Water Heaters

struction as viable water-saving fix- are working effortlessly behind the scenes game after game

tures, Lnde pendent testing of non-wa

ter urinals is ongoing and, as always

with the water utility industry, the

results of such work will be made COIl'II'IIQI'CIII Watel' heaters
public when it is completed, 'l-(:lnl'rl.RI'I.e‘:‘I!“l-m;_~ i

JOHN KOELLER
KOELLER AND CO
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