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AFFIDAVIT OF GREG A. WEEKS

Greg A. Weeks, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the
witness who sponsors the accompanying testimony entitied “Surrebuttal
Testimony of Greg A. Weeks”; that said testimony and schedules were prepared
by him and/or under his direction and supervision; that if inquiries were made as
to the facts in said testimony and schedules, he would respond as therein set
forth; and that the aforesaid testimony and schedules are true and correct to the
best of his knowledge.
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Surrebuttal Testimony of Greg A. Weeks

PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AND BUSINESS ADDRESS.
My name is Greg A. Weeks. My business address. is 2650 E. 32" St. Suite

121, Joplin, Missouri 64804,

WHOM ARE YOU EMPLOYED BY AND IN WHAT CAPACITY?
{ am the General Manager - Network Operations for Missouri-American Water

Company ("MAWC” or “Company"”).

WHAT iS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR TESTIMONY?

The purpose of my testimony is to respond to certain aspects of the rebuttal
testimony of Alan Ratermann, witness for the Utility Workers Union of
America, Local 335 ("UWUA Local 335", regarding alleged worker safety

issues resulting from asbestos material in pipes and iead material in pipes.

DO YOU HAVE ANY INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS CONCERNING MR,
RATERMANN’S TESTIMONY?

Yes. After reviewing Mr. Ratermann’'s testimony, it is clear that Mr.
Ratermann is trying to create issues where there are none. Asbestos cement
{("*AC") pipe is an acceptable material used in public water systems across the
country, and MAWC takes appropriate precautions to meet all federal and

state standards when handling AC pipe in its system. The same is true for
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use of lead pipe in the system. Although Mr. Ratermann makes various
claims about the hazards of asbestos or lead exposure and the potential
impact on the healin and safety of consumers and employees, Mr.
Ratermann’s allegations are misleading because they are not supported by
the facts. As discussed below and in the testimony of Company Witness
Cindy Hebenstreit, Mr. Ratermann’s testimony should be disregarded
because, among other things, he misstates the facts, he does not have
firsthand information to support his conclusions, and he relies on outdated

reference materials.

ON PAGE 2, LINES 4-6 OF HIS TESTIMONY, MR. RATERMANN
ALLEGES THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF AC PIPE IN THE
SYSTEM. HE FURTHER STATES THAT THIS SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF
AC PIPE IS IN FREQUENT NEED OF REPAIR. ARE MR. RATERMANN'S
STATEMENTS ACCURATE?

No. The amount of AC pipe used by MAWC is extremely small For
example, in St Louis County where Mr. Ratermann works, there is less than
2% AC pipe in the entire network. Mr. Ratermann’'s second statement is
similarly misleading. The occurrence of repairs involving AC pipe is
extremely low. For example, out of all the main repairs performed in St. Louis
County since January 2004, less than one-half of ocne percent have involved
cutting AC pipe. The piclure thal Mr. Ratermann atiempts fo paint in his

testimony regarding AC pipe simply does not comport with the facts.

Page 2 MAWC - GAW Suirebuttal
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MR. RATERMANN CLAIMS THAT WORKERS ARE NOT GIVEN
ADEQUATE TRAINING TO WORK WITH AC PIPE. IS THIS TRUE?

No. Training comes in various forms and not always in a formal classroom
setting. Although Mr. Ratermann claims he has never been “offered a class”
on safely cutting AC pipe, this statement is misleading. As recently as May 2,
2007, Mr. Ratermann attended the monthly Labor-Management Safety
Committee Meeting where the Company and Union discussed AC pipe and
the Company shared information from AWWA on correct procedures for
handling AC pipe. (See Schedule GAW 1} This same training brochure aiso
has been distributed by the Company to ail lead persons on the construction
and maintenance crews, The Company conducts on-the-job training for
employees who handle AG pipe as well. As noted above, there is very little
occasion to cut AC pipe so employees are instructed by experienced lead

persons and supervisors as they encounter it in the system.

GENERALLY, WHAT DO THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR CUTTING AC PIPE
ENTAIL?

ln order to avoid asbestos exposure, employees are advised to follow specific
work practices for cutling AC pipe, which primarily include using approved
tools to cut pipe and incotporating wet methods to eliminate airborne

ashestos dust hazard.
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DO YOU KNOW IF THESE PRACTICES ARE EFFECTIVE IN
PROTECTING WORKERS FROM AIRBORNE ASBESTOS DUST?

Yes. As an example, on July 13, 2007, the Company conducted air
maonitoring testing during an AC pipe cutting demonstration. The Company
hired an independent industriat hygiene consulting firm to perform the testing.
The consultant firm found that all samples were below the laboratory limit of
detection {0.0138 fibers per cubic centimeter), meaning asbestos fibers were
non-getectable. As such, the firm also concluded the samples were below
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration ("OSHA") Permissible

Exposure Limit for airborne asbestos (0.1 fibers per cubic centimeter).

WHAT PRECAUTIONS DOES THE COMPANY TAKE TO AVOID
CONTAMINATION OF THE WATER SUPPLY AFTER AC PIPE IS CUT
AND REPAIRED?

The Company takes precauvtions every time it installs new pipe, regardiess of
the type of pipe, by flushing the system prior to placing it back into service.
Comnplete flushing avoids contamination of the water supply, including any

minimal amount of asbestos slurry from cutting an AC pipe during a repair.

MR. RATERMANN EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT LEAD MATERIALS

USED IN THE WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS. DO YOU AGREE WITH

HIS POSITION THAT THESE PIPES SHOULD BE REPLACED?

Page 4 MAWC ~ GAW Surrebuttal
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Absolutely not. As discussed by Company witness Cindy M. Hebenstreit, the
United States EPA and the Missouri DNR recognized that lead material was a
common pipe joining material for pipes prior to 1889. The Missouri "lead free”
statute specifically exempts lead used to repair lead joints from the lead pipe
ban. See Section 640.120 RSMo. Further, instances in which the company

would use lead material for the repair of a lead joint are extremely rare.

DOES THIS CONCLUDE YOUR TESTIMONY?

Yes, it does.

Poge & MAWC - GAW Surrcbuttal
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