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Staff Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its recommendation states:

1.
Bethesda Health Group, Inc. filed an Application under Section 392.410 RSMo 2000 on January 12, 2004 requesting the Commission grant a Certificate of Authority to Provide Shared Tenant Service in the state of Missouri.


2.
According to the Application, Bethesda is requesting such authority to install, own, operate, control, manage and maintain Shared Tenant Services for an independent senior living premises location at Bethesda Orchard, 21 North Old Orchard Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119.


3.
Section 386.020(40) provides:


“Private shared tenant services” includes the provision of telecommunications and information management services and equipment within a user group located in discrete private premises as authorized by the commission by a commercial-shared service provider or by a user association, through privately owned customer premises equipment and associated data processing and information management services and includes the provision of connections to the facilities of local exchange telecommunications companies and to interexchange telecommunications companies.


Section 392.520 provides that the Commission has jurisdiction of shared tenant services, but “shall subject such services to the minimum regulation permitted by this chapter for competitive telecommunications services.”  Shared tenant services are also exempted from tariff filing requirements.  Section 392.520.1 RSMo 2000.


4.
The Commission issued an Order and Notice on January 16, 2004, directing parties wishing to intervene in the case to do so by February 5, 2004.  No applications for intervention were filed.


5.
In the attached Memorandum, which is labeled Appendix A, the Staff summarizes its review of the application and recommends that the Commission approve the application and grant Bethesda a certificate to provide shared tenant services.


6.
When granting a certificate of service authority to provide shared tenant servies, the Commission must determine whether certification is in the public interest.  Section 392.440.


7.
Staff also recommends that the Commission grant the standard waivers for private shared tenant services as provided In the Matter of the Application of Carr Square Tenant Corp. For Certificate of Service Authority to Provider Shared Tenant Service Within the State of Missouri, Case No. TA-96-283, 5 Mo. P.S.C. 3d 87 (Order Granting Waivers, iss’d July 31, 1996).  The Staff Memorandum includes an updated list of waivers that reflects changes to the Commission’s rules, for example, the promulgation of Chapter 3, Filing and Reporting Requirements.

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Staff respectfully recommends that the Commission enter an Order which grants Bethesda a certificate to provide shared tenant services in the state of Missouri and grant the updated list of waivers.
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