BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of CenturyTel 

)

Fiber Company II, LLC for Issuance of Certificate
)

Service Authority to Provide Intrastate Interexchange
)
Case No. XA‑2003‑0416
Telecommunications Services and for Classification
)

as a Competitive Telecommunications Company
)


ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT AND ESTABLISHING TIME FOR FILING OF RECOMMENDATION

On April 7, 2003, Digital Teleport, Inc. and CenturyTel Fiber Company II, LLC filed their Joint Application for authority for CenturyTel Fiber to acquire Digital Teleport’s Missouri assets.  That Joint Application also requested that CenturyTel Fiber be granted a certificate authorizing it to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services in Missouri, as well as classification as a competitive telecommunications company.  On April 9, the Commission issued a notice that created this separate case to consider the interexchange authority portions of the Joint Application.   

Along with their Joint Application, Digital Teleport and CenturyTel Fiber filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  The applicants requested that the Commission act to approve their Joint Application effective no later than May 31, 2003.  The motion indicates that prompt action is required because Digital Teleport is bankrupt and a delay in approval of the sale of its assets may force it to cease providing service to its customers, resulting in a disruption of service.  Although consideration of the application’s request for interexchange authority was moved to this separate case, the request for expedited treatment must also be considered in this case. 

Commission rule 4 CSR 240.2.080(15) provides that parties are allowed not more than ten days in which to respond to a pleading unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.  More than ten days have passed since Digital Teleport and CenturyTel Fiber filed their motion for expedited treatment and no party has filed a response.  Therefore, the Commission will presume that the motion is unopposed, and will grant the motion.

If the Commission is to issue an order regarding CenturyTel Fiber’s application for certificate of service authority, it must have a recommendation from its Staff no later than May 13.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Digital Teleport, Inc. and CenturyTel Fiber Company II, LLC is granted.

2. That the Staff of the Public Service Commission shall file a Staff recommendation regarding the Application of CenturyTel Fiber Company II, LLC for Issuance of Certificate of Service Authority to Provide Intrastate Interexchange Telecommunications Services and for Classification as a Competitive Telecommunications Company no later than May 13, 2003.

3.
That this order shall become effective on April 28, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 18th day of April, 2003.
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