Memorandum

To:  
Missouri Public Service Commission Official Case File

       
Case No.   XM-2002-1046

       
Enhanced Communications Network, Inc. and Single Billing Services, Inc. d/b/a Asian American Association

From: 
/s/Sara Buyak, Telecommunications Department

            
/s/Bill Voight  5/13/02                                         
        /s/   Marc Poston            05/14/02     

            

Utility Operations Division/Date                                    General Counsel’s Office/Date

Subject:  Staff Recommendation for Application Seeking Commission Approval of Competitive Company Transaction

Date: May 3, 2002
The Telecommunications Department Staff (Staff) recommends the Commission (check, as applicable):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approve Merger



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approve Consolidation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approve Sale of Assets
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Cancel Certificate(s) & Tariff(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approve Certificate(s) & Tariff(s)     

According to 4 CSR 240-2.060(3), competitively classified companies are exempt from providing certain information such as public interest information in applications to merge, consolidate or sell/transfer assets.  Based on the limited information provided to Staff, Staff does not believe the transaction will be detrimental to the public interest.  Any transaction, solely involving competitively classified companies, is not detrimental to the public interest since a customer can freely switch to another provider.  Listed below is limited information that attempts to summarize the transaction.  More specific information regarding Staff’s recommendation is also contained in this memorandum.  

	Companies Involved in Transaction
	Customer Served By

(“X”, if applicable)
	Sale of Assets

(“X”, if applicable)
	Certificates*

(If applicable, indicate “C” to cancel, 

“A” to approve)
	Tariffs*

(If applicable, indicate Tariff PSC MO Nos.)

	
	Before
	After
	Seller
	Buyer
	IXC
	Local
	Basic Local
	Cancel
	Approve

	Enhanced Communications Network, Inc.
	
	 X
	
	  X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Single Billing Services, Inc. d/b/a Asian American Association
	      X
	
	  X
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*See attachment to Staff recommendation for further details associated with approving certificates or tariffs.

Will affected customers be switched to a different company?




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
Will affected customers be adequately notified of the transaction?



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

Staff has no objections to waiving 4 CSR 240-33.150 for this transaction as long as affected customers are adequately notified of the transaction.  Any waiver granted for 4 CSR 240-33.150 should be conditioned upon customers being adequately notified.  Company’s proposed customer notice is attached as Appendix A.  Staff recommends the Commission order Company to send customer notice upon approval of this Merger. 

Are there additional recommendations or special considerations?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
If yes, explain in an attachment.


[SINGLE BILLING SERVICES, INC. ‑ COMPANY LETTERHEAD]

RE: 
New Service Provider

Dear Value Customer:

On [date, 2002], Enhanced Communications Network, Inc. ("ECN") will acquire certain assets of Single Billing Services, Inc., including the carrier's subscriber base.

ECN has no plans to change the rates, term and conditions of services currently provided to you. In addition, no charges or fees will be imposed as a result of this transfer. ECN will provide at least thirty (30) days prior written notice of any changes to these rates, terms and conditions.

As our customer, you have the right to choose your long distance provider. You are free to choose another carrier to supply the services currently provided, if an alternative carrier is available.

All subscribers receiving this notice, even those who have arranged PIC freezes through the local exchange carrier ("LEC"), will transfer to ECN unless another carrier has been selected prior to [date, 2002]. If you have a PIC freeze on your account, you will need to contact the LEC to arrange for a new freeze.

We value your business and will continue to do our best providing the highest quality service at competitive prices.

Should you have any questions or complaints concerning this transfer, please contact ECN by dialing the following toll‑free number: 888‑888‑8881.
Single Billing Services, Inc.
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