BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Sage Telecom, Inc.’s 2002
)

Annual Report to the Commission as an 
)

Interexchange Carrier and Confidential
)
Case No. XO-2003-0420

Treatment of a Portion Thereof.
)

ORDER GRANTING CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT OF ANNUAL REPORT

On April 10, 2003, Sage Telecom, Inc., filed a request for confidential treatment of that portion of its annual report that contains confidential financial information.  Sage contends that granting its request will not negatively affect the public interest and that public release of the information would unfairly place Sage’s competitive efforts at risk.

On April 28, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its memorandum, recommending that the Commission grant Sage’s request.  Staff states that good cause exists to grant Sage’s request for confidentiality.  Although Staff will be able to obtain the information it needs for its own purposes regardless of whether the information is public, Staff notes that the information is not publicly available in any format.  In addition to recommending that the Commission grant Sage’s request, Staff recommends that the Commission direct the Data Center of the Commission to attach a copy of the order approving confidential treatment of the annual report to both the public and confidential versions of Sage’s annual report.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-3.540(1) provides that “[a]ll telecommunications utilities subject to the jurisdiction of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file an annual report with the commission on or before April 15 of each year.”  Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-3.540(3) authorizes the Commission to permit a utility to maintain the confidentiality of sensitive information that it is required to include in its annual report by filing that information under seal.  The regulation requires that the utility show good cause for filing and maintaining sensitive information under seal.  The Commission finds that there is good cause to permit Sage to file confidential information in its annual report under seal and to grant confidential treatment to that information as recommended by Staff.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Sage Telecom, Inc.’s Request for Confidential Treatment of Annual Report is granted.

2. That the Data Center shall attach a copy of this order to both the public and confidential copies of Sage Telecom, Inc.’s Annual Report.

3. That this order shall become effective on May 11, 2003.

4. That this case may be closed on May 12, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 1st day of May, 2003.
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