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5. If any consumer to whom a meter
has been furnished shall request the com-
mission in writing to inspect such meter,
the commission shall have the same in-
spected and tested; if the same upon be-
ing so tested shall be found to be more
than four per cent if an electric meter,
more than two per cent if a gas meter,
or more than five per cent if a water
meter, defective or incorrect to the
prejudice of the consumer, the expense
of such inspection and test shall be borne
by the corporation, if the same on being
so tested shall be found to be correct
within the limits of error prescribed by
the provisions of this subsection, the ex-
pense of such inspection and test shall be
borne by the consumer.

"6, The commission may prescribe such
rules and regulations to carry into effect
the provisions of this section as it may
deem necessary, and shall fix uniform
reasonable charges for the inspection and
testing of meters upon complaint. (5648,
A. 1949 I, B, 2165) '

- 393.170.  Approval of incorporation
and franchises—certificate—1. No gas
corporation, eleetrical corporation or
water corporation shall begin construec-
tion of a gas plant, electric plant or water
system without first having obtained the
permission and approval of the commis-
sion,

- 2. No such corporation shall exercise
any right or privilege under any fran-
chise hereafter granted, or under any
franchise heretofore granted buf not
heretofore actually exercised, or the ex-
ercise of which shall have been sus-
pended for more than one year, without
first having obtained the permission and
approval of the commission. Before such
certificate shall be issued a certified copy
of the charter of such corporation shall
be filed in the office of the commission,
together with a verified statement of the
president and secretary of the corpora-
tion, showing that it has received the re-
quired consent of the proper municipal
authorities. ' '

3. The commission shall have the
power to granf the permlssmn and ap-
proval herein specified whenever it shall
after due hearing determine that such

£3mo ;9149

GAS, BLECTRIC, WATIER AND HEATING COUPORATIONS

§393.190

construction or such exercise of the right,
privilege or franchise is necessary or
convenient for the public service. The
commission may by its order impose such
condition or conditions as it may deem
reasonable and necessary. Unless exer-
cised within a period of two years from
the grant thereof authority conferred by
stch certificate of convenience and neces-
sity issued by the commission shall be

null and void. (5649)
393.180. Right to issue stocks, bonds
and notes subject to regulation, — The

power of gas corporations, electrical cor-
porations or water corporations to issue
stocks, bonds, notes and other evidences
of indebtedness and to create liens upon
their property situated in this state is a
special privilege, the right of supervision,
regulation, restriction and control of
which is and shall continue to be vested
in the state, and such power shall be ex-
ercised as provided by law and under
such rules and regulations as the commis-
sion may prescribe. (5650} '

393.190, Approval of transfer of fran-
chises.—1. No gas corporation, electrical
corporation or water corporation shall
hereafter sell, assign, lease, transfer,
mortgage or otherwise dispose of or en-
cumber the whole or any part of its fran-
chise, works or system, necessary or use-
ful in the performance of its duties to the
public, nor by any means, direct or indi-
rect, merge or consolidate such works or
system, or franchises, or any part thereof,
with any other corporation, person’or
public utility, without having first ‘se-
cured from the commission an order au-
thorizing it so to do. Every such sale, .
assignment, lease, transfer, mortgage,
disposition, encumbrance, merger or con-
solidation made other than in accordance
with the order of the commission author-
izing same ‘'shall be void. The permission
and approval of the commission to the ex-
ercise of a franchise or permit under this
chapter or the sale, assignment, lease,
transfer, mortgage or other disposition or
encumbrance of a franchise or permit
under this section shall not be construed
to revive or validate any lapsed or in-

valid franchise or permit, or to enlarge
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