BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificates
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariffs of
)
Case No. TD-2005-0218

Atlas Communications, Ltd.



)

ORDER CANCELING CERTIFICATE AND ACCOMPANYING TARIFF

This order cancels the certificates of service authority and accompanying tariffs of Atlas Communications, Ltd.

On January 7, 2005, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion asking the Commission to cancel the certificates of service authority and accompany​ing tariffs of Atlas Communications, Ltd.  

In support of its motion, Staff states that the Commission in July of 1996 granted a certificate of service authority to Atlas to provide intrastate interexchange telecommunications services in Case No. TA-96-443.  The company’s tariff, Missouri P.S.C. Tariff No. 1, was approved in the same case.  Subsequently, in July 1998 in Case No. TA-98-330, the Commission granted a certificate of service authority to Atlas to provide basic local exchange telecommunications services.  That certificate never became effective because it was conditioned on Atlas filing a tariff, which Atlas never did.  

Staff further states that the web site of the Office of the Missouri Secretary of State reports that Atlas Communications, Ltd., was administratively dissolved October 22, 2004.  The company had filed its annual registration reports with the Secretary of State’s office prior to 2004, but failed to do so for that year and consequently was dissolved.  

Atlas also failed to submit its 2003 annual report to the Commission and has not its paid its Fiscal Year 2005 assessment to the Commission  That assessment was based on an estimate because the company failed to provide its Statement of Revenue for the relevant calendar year.  The company had filed its annual reports and paid its assess​ments prior to the most recent submission and payment.

Staff further states that until recently, the Commission’s Electronic Filing and Information System reflected the contact information for Atlas Communications, Ltd.’s Competitive Local Exchange operations as its attorney, Early, Lennon, Crocker & Bartosiewicz, P.L.C., in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  However, upon being contacted regarding Atlas Communications, Ltd.’s status, that law firm indicated it no longer represented Atlas and did not know what had happened to the company.  The firm provided its last known contact information for Atlas to the Commission.  The Data Center changed its contacts in the EFIS system accordingly.  On April 30, 2003, Atlas’ then-counsel provided the Commis​sion with a letter stating that Atlas had never provided local exchange services within the state of Missouri.  

Atlas filed both a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier Annual Report and an Interexchange Carrier Annual Report for 2002.  The former report reflected Atlas’ former counsel as its point of contact.  In the latter report, the company listed all corporate offices as “vacant” except for its “vice-chairman.”  Also in that report, the company provided a direct company contact, including an address and telephone number, in West Conshocken, Pennsylvania.  The telephone number the company provided in that report was the same telephone number the company’s former counsel provided for contacting its Competitive Local Exchange operations.  Both addresses, though not identical -- one is a street address and one is a Post Office Box -- are in West Conshocken and have the same zip code.  The telephone number the company and its former counsel provided, however, has been disconnected.  

Staff states that, so far as it is aware, Atlas has no remaining interexchange customers in Missouri.  No customers have contacted the Commission with complaints about Atlas since the commencement of the Commission’s EFIS system.

Under Section 392.410, RSMo Supp. 2003, the Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation’s certificate after notice and a hearing.  After reviewing Staff’s motion, the Commission determined that Staff must show that it had at least attempted to provide notice to Atlas.  Therefore, on January 11, the Commission will directed Staff to serve its pleading upon Atlas by certified mail and to file evidence of mailing in this case.  Staff did so on January 14, and supplemented that response on January 27.  

The Commission's Order of January 11 allowed Atlas ten days after Staff mailed its pleading within which to respond.  That interval has passed and Atlas has not responded.  Therefore, the Commission finds that the certificate of service authority granted to Atlas, along with the accompanying tariff, should be canceled.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the certificates of service authority granted to Atlas Communications, Ltd.,  in Case Nos. TA-96-443 and TA‑98-330 are canceled.

2. That the accompanying tariff, P.S.C. Missouri Tariff No. 1, filed by Atlas Communications, Ltd. , is canceled.

3. That this order shall become effective on February 13, 2005.
4. That this case may be closed on February 14, 2005.
BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief Regulatory
Law Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 3rd day of February, 2005.
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