BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate of
)

Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of Delta
)
Case No. TD-2005-0167

Phones, Inc., and EZ Talk Communications, L.L.C.

)

ORDER CANCELING CERTIFICATE AND ACCOMPANYING TARIFF

This order cancels the certificate of service and accompanying tariff of EZ Talk Communications, L.L.C.

On December 14, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion asking the Commission to cancel the certificate of service authority and accompany​ing tariff of Delta Phones, Inc., and the certificate and tariff of EZ Talk.  

Staff indicates that on January 8, 2004, EZ Talk filed a voluntary petition seeking bankruptcy protection in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Illinois under Chapter 11 of the federal bankruptcy code.  On that same date, Delta Phones also filed a petition seeking bankruptcy protection.  On March 4, 2004, the two bankruptcy cases were joined for administration, the cases were converted to Chapter 7 proceedings, and the assets of the companies are being liquidated as a result.  The bankruptcy trustee, Ronald Peterson, has requested that the Commission cancel both companies’ certificates of service authority.  Staff attached a copy of the request to its motion.

The Commission Staff had previously filed a Complaint
 seeking authority to pursue penalties against EZ Talk for failure to pay assessments to the Commission.   That Complaint was dismissed because of the company’s subsequent bankruptcy and liquidation.  The Commission has asserted claims for delinquent assessments against both Delta Phones and EZ Talk in the bankruptcy proceedings.  The bankruptcy trustee indicates that the companies ceased operations in February of 2004 and therefore, the companies no longer provide service to any Missouri customers.

Staff served its motion on the bankruptcy trustee.  No response to Staff’s motion was received.

EZ Talk was granted a certificate of service authority to provide basic local exchange telecommunications services in Case No. TA‑98‑194, along with the approval of its tariff, Tariff No. 1.  

Under Section 392.410, RSMo Supp. 2003, the Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation’s certificate.  After reviewing Staff’s motion, the Commission determines that this company is no longer in business in the state.  Therefore, the Commission finds that the certificate of service authority granted to EZ Talk, along with the accompanying tariff, should be canceled.

The Commission will direct its Data Center to serve this order upon the bankruptcy trustee as listed in Staff’s certificate of service.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the certificate of service authority granted to EZ Talk Communications, L.L.C., in Case No. TA‑98‑194 is canceled.

2. That the accompanying tariff, Tariff No. 1, filed by EZ Talk Communications, L.L.C., is canceled.

3. That the Data Center of the Commission shall serve a copy of this order on the following:

Ronald R. Peterson

Trustee for Delta Phones, Inc.

Jenner & Block

One IBM Plaza

Chicago, Illinois 60611-7603

4. That this order shall become effective on January 8, 2005.

That this case may be closed on January 9, 2005.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of December, 2004.

� Case No. TC-2004-0239.


� Because of the limitations of the Commission’s Electronic Filing and Information System (EFIS), the Commission will issue a separate order to cancel the certificate and tariff of Delta Phones.
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