BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Tariff of Spectra

)

Communications Group, LLC, PSC MO

)    Case No. TT-2003-0043
No. 2, Facilities for Intrastate Access.

)    Tariff No. 200300034

DISSENTING OPINION OF COMMISSIONER CONNIE MURRAY

I would approve the tariff sheets, as substituted, without further delay.


Staff’s August 20 Memorandum recommending approval points out that the tariff is not only just and reasonable, but also necessary.  Staff states that a higher level of protection against nonpayment is necessary for an incumbent because the incumbent, unlike a competitive carrier, is obligated to serve its local exchange customers.  An incumbent’s ability to fulfill this statutory obligation to its customers could be adversely affected by large payment defaults by telecommunications carriers.


The current financial environment in the telecommunications industry places incumbents at risk for significant levels of bad debt.  Further suspension of this tariff will unnecessarily prolong that risk.  This tariff would allow Spectra to require adequate security from telecommunications carriers as a guarantee of 


payment in order to limit its exposure to losses which could jeopardize its service to local exchange customers.  Immediate approval of the tariff would be in the interest of Missouri’s local exchange customers.


I respectfully dissent.







Respectfully submitted,







___________________________







Connie Murray, Commissioner

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 5th day of September, 2002.
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