BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of 

)


)

Big River Telephone Company, LLC

)







)

to Expand Its Certificate of Basic Local 
)
Case No.   LA-2003-0551

Service Authority to include provision of  
)

Basic Local Exchange Telecommunications
)

Service in CenturyTel and Spectra 

)

Exchanges and to Continue to Classify the 
)

Company and
its Services as Competitive.
)

APPLICATION TO INTERVENE

OF

SPECTRA COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, LLC dba CENTURYTEL

AND CENTURYTEL OF MISSOURI, LLC

COME NOW Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel (“Spectra”) and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC (“CenturyTel”) (collectively referred to herein as “Applicants”), pursuant to 4 CSR 240‑2.075 
and apply to intervene and to become parties herein.  In support thereof, Applicants state:  

1.
Spectra is a Delaware Limited Liability Company authorized to do business in Missouri as evidenced by the certificate of authority issued by the Missouri Secretary of State which was filed in Case No. TM-2000-182 and incorporated herein by reference.  Spectra operates in Missouri using the fictitious name of "CenturyTel," pursuant to the registration of fictitious name filed in Case No. TO-2001-437 and incorporated herein by reference.  Spectra  provides basic local exchange and intrastate interexchange telecommunications services in Missouri pursuant to certificates of service authority issued by this Commission.  

2.
CenturyTel is a Louisiana Limited Liability Company authorized to do business in Missouri as evidenced by the certificate of authority issued by the Missouri Secretary of State which was filed in Case No. TM-2002-232 and incorporated herein by reference.  On August 30, 2002, CenturyTel purchased the local exchange property of GTE Midwest Incorporated d/b/a Verizon Midwest, pursuant to the Commission's Report & Order in Case No. TM-2002-232 issued on May 21, 2002.  In Case No. TM-2002-232, the Commission authorized CenturyTel to provide basic local and interexchange telecommunications services in Missouri, and it also determined that CenturyTel is subject to price cap regulation.  


3.  
All communications, correspondence, and pleadings in regard to this application should be directed to:

James M. Fischer

Larry W.  Dority



Fischer & Dority, P.C.
101 Madison, Suite 400

Jefferson City, MO 65101

(573) 636-6758

(573) 636-0383 (fax)

Arthur P. Martinez

CenturyTel

601 Monroe Street, Suite 304

Jefferson City, MO 65101

(573) 634-8424

(573) 636-6826 (fax)

Ted M. Hankins

CenturyTel Service Group, LLC

100 CenturyTel  Drive

P.O. Box 4065

Monroe, LA 71211-4065

(318) 388-9069

4.
On June 23, 2003, Big River Telephone Company LLC ("Big River") filed its Amended Application Of Big River Telephone Company, LLC To Expand Certificate Of Basic Local Authority in which it is seeking authority to expand its certificate of service authority to include local exchanges served by Spectra and CenturyTel.

5.
On June 24, 2003, the Commission issued its Notice Of Applications For Intrastate Certificates Of Service Authority and Opportunity To Intervene which established on intervention date of July 24, 2003.


6.
 Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075(2), Applicants state that they do not have sufficient information to state whether they support or oppose Big River's Application at this time.  However, they will inform the Commission of their position when more information is known to them regarding Big River's Application.


7.
Applicants' interests in this case are different from that of the general public.  Applicants are local exchange telecommunications companies that provide local exchange telephone service in the areas that Big River seeks authority to serve.  Furthermore, granting this Application to Intervene will be in the public interest because the Applicants will bring to this proceeding their expertise in the areas being investigated and their experience as local exchange service providers.  Finally, no other party to this will adequately protect the interests of the Applicants herein.

WHEREFORE, Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturyTel and CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC respectfully request that the Commission issue an order authorizing their intervention in the above‑captioned matter.






Respectfully submitted,






/s/ James M. Fischer ________________________






James M. Fischer
MBE #27543


Larry W. Dority
MBE #25617


Fischer & Dority, P.C.


101 Madison, Suite 400


Jefferson City, MO 65101


Telephone:
(573) 636-6758


Fax:

(573) 636-0383

Email:
jfischerpc@aol.com
Email:
lwdority@sprintmail.com
Attorneys for:

Spectra Communications Group, LLC d/b/a CenturtyTel and 

CenturyTel of Missouri, LLC

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document has been hand‑delivered, transmitted by e-mail or mailed, First Class, postage prepaid, this 21st day of July, 2003, to:
Office of the Public Counsel





P.O. Box 7800






Jefferson City MO 65102




Dana K. Joyce
General Counsel





Missouri Public Service Commission



P.O. Box 360






Jefferson City MO 65102








Carl J. Lumley

Leland B. Curtis

Curtis, Oetting, Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe, PC

130 S. Bemiston, Suite 200

Clayton, Missouri 63105







/s/ James M. Fischer

______________________________
James M. Fischer
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