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SUBJECT:
Staff Recommendation For Approval of Tariff Sheets Filed To Extend The Missouri Commercial Facility Energy Audit Program
DATE: 
November 16, 2004

On October 29, 2004, Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (UE or Company) of St. Louis, Missouri, filed with the Commission two (2) tariff sheets with a proposed effective date of  December 1, 2004 to extend the “Missouri Commercial Facility Energy Audit Program” (Program) through July 31, 2005 and make minor changes to the wording of the tariff to improve clarity.

The Missouri Commercial Facility Energy Audit Program is administered by UE and provides rebates to a maximum of twenty-five (25) customers who have energy audits performed on their commercial facilities by an approved energy audit firm.  A rebate of up to $500  is available to offset up to 50% of the cost of an initial energy audit.  If the initial energy audit identifies a potential for energy savings, an additional rebate of up to $500 (up to 50% of the cost of the initial energy audit) is available to customers that have a follow-up detailed energy audit performed to identify specific energy-saving projects.  If these energy-saving projects are implemented by the customer, an additional rebate of up to 33% of the cost of implementing the energy-saving projects is available.  The total of all rebates to a participant in this program is a maximum of $5,000.  The total of all rebates to all participants is limited to a maximum of $125,000.

The Program is available to any commercial facility located in Missouri that is receiving electric service from UE.  The Program is voluntary.  Individual residential and industrial facilities are not eligible.  The target market is small commercial facilities that would benefit significantly from such  a program with a maximum rebate of $5,000.  A UE customer is only allowed to participate in the Program one time per facility.

The objective of the Program is to increase commercial facility owners’ awareness of energy-efficient measures and encourage the replacement of inefficient electrical equipment and/or improve the energy efficiency of commercial facilities by providing a rebate for a portion of the cost of an energy audit and implementation of energy-saving projects that improve efficient use of electricity by commercial customers.  The program is designed to encourage the use of high-efficiency space and water heating equipment, central air conditioning, lighting and other measures in commercial buildings.  Energy-efficient equipment will save money on energy bills, may delay the need for upgrades on the customer’s electrical facilities, may delay the need for additional generation capacity, and will help reduce the demand on the natural resources needed to produce energy

The Missouri Public Service Commission Energy Department Staff (Staff) participated with Union Electric, Department of Natural Resources - Energy Center, Missouri Energy Group and the Office of the Public Counsel in the collaborative development of the Missouri Commercial Facility Energy Audit Program and in the recommendation to extend the program.  The Staff has reviewed the filed tariff sheets, and is of the opinion that the tariff sheets were filed in a timely manner and are in compliance with the Commission’s Report And Order Approving Stipulation And Agreement in Case No. EC-2002-1.  Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue an order approving the following proposed tariff sheets, as filed on October 29, 2004 to become effective on December 1, 2004, as requested in UE’s cover letter: 

P.S.C. MO. SCHEDULE NO. 5_______________________________

3rd Revised SHEET NO. 204 Cancelling 2nd Revised SHEET NO. 204

3rd Revised SHEET NO. 205 Cancelling 2nd Revised SHEET NO. 205

The Staff has verified that this Company has filed its annual report and is not delinquent on any assessment.  Staff is not aware of any other matter before the Commission that affects or is affected by this filing.  The following electric cases involving UE are pending before the Commission at this time:

	EC-2002-1
	EE-2004-0267
	EM-96-149
	EO-96-14
	EW-2004-0583

	EC-2004-0578
	
	
	EO-98-401
	

	EC-2005-0110
	
	
	EO-2003-0271
	

	
	
	
	EO-2004-0108
	

	
	
	
	EO-2005-0034
	


� The Company provides other types of utility services in Missouri; however, only pending electric cases are listed.
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