


                                                          STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 13th day of May, 2003.

In the Matter of the Application of Kansas City Power &
)

Light Company for a Variance from the Commission’s

)


Rule, and Kansas City Power & Light Company’s Tariff, 
)
Case No. EE-2003-0282
That Require Separate Metering for a New Building

)


Located at Bishop Spencer Place, 4301 Madison Avenue,
)

Kansas City, Missouri





)


ORDER GRANTING VARIANCE
On February 11, 2003, Kansas City Power & Light Company filed an application requesting a variance from the separate meter requirement of Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-20.050.  On April 25, 2003, KCPL supplemented its application to ask for a variance from its Tariff Sheet No. 1.19, Section 5 .03(b), which also would require separate metering.

KCPL indicates that it is seeking a variance from the Commission’s regulation, and its own tariff, because they would require installation of separate electric meters for a new apartment building in Kansas City, Missouri.  The proposed apartment building is an expansion of the Bishop Spencer Place, which has an existing apartment building with 155 residents over the age of 60, living in independent living apartments, assisted living suites, or nursing home facilities.  The owner of Bishop Spencer Place has requested that one electric meter be installed to serve the new building.  The owner indicates that separate metering of each apartment would cost the owner an extra $701.61 per apartment.  In addition, KCPL indicates that separate metering would cost it an additional $49.40 per apartment.  The application indicates that the owner will be responsible for paying the bill for all apartments and for the common areas of the building, so there is no need to separately meter each apartment.  KCPL supports the owner’s request for master metering of the apartment building.   

On May 5, the Electric Meter Variance Committee of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a recommendation that the Commission approve KCPL’s request for a variance from the Commission’s rule, as well as from its tariff.  The Committee indicated that it considered the potential benefits to consumers of individual metering, including the ability to directly receive the financial benefits of individual conservation and efficiency, and the potential for individual choice in selecting an electricity provider if competition is instituted in Missouri at some time in the future.  The Committee found that these benefits are likely to be of little value to consumers living in this retirement community because Bishop Spencer Place will be responsible for paying the electric bills and consumers would not receive the benefit of individual conservation and efficiency efforts.  Staff also asks the Commission to order KCPL to file revised tariff sheets to list all variances from Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-20.050 and KCPL Tariff Sheet No. 1.19, Section 5.03(b) that have been granted by the Commission.

The Commission finds that good cause has been demonstrated to grant KCPL a variance from 4 CSR 240-20.050, and from its tariff to allow for the installation of a master meter at the new unit at Bishop Spencer Place.   

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That the application for waiver filed by Kansas City Power & Light Company on February 11, 2003, as supplemented by its pleading on April 25, 2003, is granted.

2.
That Kansas City Power & Light Company is granted a variance from the separate metering requirement of 4 CSR 240-20.050, to permit the installation of a master meter for the new apartment building to be constructed at Bishop Spencer Place.

3.
That Kansas City Power & Light Company is granted a variance from the separate metering requirement of its tariff sheet no. 1.19, Section 5.03(b), to permit the installation of a master meter for the new apartment building to be constructed at Bishop Spencer Place.

4.
That Kansas City Power & Light Company shall file revised tariff sheets to list all variances from Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-20.050 and KCPL Tariff Sheet No. 1.19, Section 5.03(b), that have been granted by the Commission.  

5.
That this order shall become effective on May 23, 2003.

6. That this case may be closed on May 24, 2003.




BY THE COMMISSION




Dale Hardy Roberts




Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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