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PRCCEEDI NGS
(Proceedi ngs commenced at 11: 04 a.m)

JUDCGE BUSHVANN: Let's go on the record.

Morning. It's Thursday, Septenber 4th at
11 o'clock aam W're in Ham|lton, Mssouri.
M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion has set this tinme
for a local public hearing in the case captioned as
"I'n The Matter O The Application O Gain Belt
Express O ean Line LLC For A Certificate O
Conveni ence And Necessity Authorizing It To Construct,
Omn, COperate, Control, Manage, And Maintain A H gh
Voltage, Direct Current Transm ssion Line And An
Associ ated Converter Station Providing An
I nterconnecti on On The Maywood- Mont ogonery 345 kV
Transm ssi on Line.

Fil e nunmber EA-2014-0207. M nane's
M chael Bushmann. |'mthe regulatory |aw judge that
wi Il be presiding over the hearing this norning. Wth
ne are Chairman Robert Kenney and Comm ssioner Steven
Stoll, Bill Kenney, and Daniel Hall. M. Chairnman,
woul d you |ike to make any openi ng remarks?

CHAI RVAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Judge.

Good norning, everybody. | want to thank
you for being here and for participating in this

process. This is the seventh | ocal public hearing
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that we've held in this matter. W have one
addi tional one this evening at six in Carrolton,
M ssouri, and that will include a string of eight.

We've tried to be as inclusive as possible
by hol di ng as nmany hearings as possible in each of the
affected counties. The information that you wll
provi de and testimony will be transcribed by the court
reporter, and all the conmm ssioners will have an
opportunity to review that testinony as a part of our
del i berations once the evidentiary hearing is
concl uded or held, rather, in Novenber.

So again, thank you for taking the tine to
be here. W appreciate your participation and | ook
forward to hearing your testinony.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:. Let's have attorneys nmake
their entries of appearance. For Grain Belt Express?

MR. STEELE: Jonathan Steele for Gain Belt
Express Cl ean Line LLC

JUDCE BUSHVANN: O fice of Public Counsel ?

MR OPITZ. TimQOpitz for the Ofice of
Publ i c Counsel, P.O Box 2230, Jefferson Cty,

M ssouri 65102.
JUDCE BUSHVANN:  For conmi ssion staff?
MR WLLIAVS: Nathan WIlianms, Post Ofice

Box 360, Jefferson City, Mssouri 65102.
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JUDGE BUSHVANN: M ssouri Land Owners
Al'liance?

MR. AGATHEN:. Paul Agathen from Washi ngton
M ssouri, and Judge, | also represent David MKnight.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Any ot her attorneys
representing parties in this action |I've not called?

Before taking any testinony today | wanted
to provide you with sone information about the
Conmmi ssion and why the Conmission is holding this
public hearing.

Grain Belt Express applied to the
Conmi ssion for approval of its plans to construct a
hi gh voltage direct current transm ssion |line and
associated facilities w thin Buchanan, Cinton
Caldwell, Carroll, Chariton, Randol ph, Monroe, and
Ralls County, Mssouri. As well as an associ ated
converter station in Ralls County.

The Commi ssion may grant pernmission if it
finds that the construction is necessary or conveni ent
for the public service. The Conmm ssion cannot decide
any guestions about eninent domain including whet her
particul ar property can be taken or the anmount of
conpensation that can be paid. Those questions can
only be addressed in circuit court.

The Commi ssion has al ready schedul ed an
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evidentiary hearing for Novenber of this year to take
evidence regarding Grain Belt Express' application

It has al so schedul ed hearings in each of
the counties affected by the proposed transm ssion
line to give nenbers of the public a chance to state
their support or opposition to the project. That's
the purpose of today's hearing.

For those of you who would like to provide
testinony, I'mgoing to call the names listed on the
signh-up sheet. |If you signed up but testified in a
previ ous hearing, please wait until the end of the
list to testify so that others may who have not
al ready testified.

When | call your nane, please cone down to
the m crophone and stand here in front. 1'Il put you
under oath and ask you to state your name and where
you live, and then you can offer your comments to the
Commi ssion. There are a | ot of people here today who
would li ke to speak, so please keep your remarks to
under five minutes so that everybody has a chance to
testify. 1'Il give you a five-minute warning, and
then try to conclude your renmarks shortly after that.
The commi ssioners won't be able to answer any of your
questions today because they have to remain inparti al

until after the evidence is presented as at the
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evi denti ary heari ng.

If you do have questions, please speak to
representatives of Grain Belt Express or Conm ssion
staff or any of the other parties that are here. M
final request is to please be polite and courteous for
everyone who's speaking and treat themas you'd |ike
to be treated.

Let's go ahead and start with the
testinony. The first nane that | have on the list is
Mar k Mut chel .

SPEAKER: Can you turn the mc up just a
little, please?

JUDGE BUSHVANN: |'Il certainly try.

M KE MJTCHLEI
of lawful age, produced, sworn, and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease, state your nane
and spell your last nane.

MR MJTCHLElI: M ke Muitchl ei,
MUT-CGHL-EI.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  And where do you reside?

MR. MJUTCHLEI: M residence is 401 Canel ot
Drive in Liberty, Mssouri 64068.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease, go ahead.

MR, MUTCHLEI: Approximately four years ago

ny wife and nyself decided we wanted to buy sone
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property in which we could spend sone tine on the
weekends with our children, teach them sone fishing
and hunting skills and hi king, and we spent about
two- and-a-half years | ooking for that property. W
found a piece of property |ocated just south of
Ki ngston, we really liked the piece of property, and
we t hought the asking price was very fair so we put in
for a full asking price as an offer. Well, of course,
the sellers canme back and accepted our offer.

However, when they provided the seller's
di scl osure, they disclosed that the property was goi ng
to be intersected or inpacted directly by one of the
proposed paths of Clean Line Grain Belt Express. So
i medi ately, we stepped back and say, whoa, what are
we going to do here? W added contingency to our

contract, and if | could enter ny contract, ny |and

contract, into evidence, and I will read, if | can

read it. | will read directly fromour contract here.
I"'msorry. | can't read it. |It's so

small, and the lighting is poor here. \Wat it states

is the seller nmust provide evidence that Cean Line or
Grain Belt Express would not inpact the property;

ot herw se, we woul d back out of the entire deal.

There wasn't an issue about |and value. It was an

i ssue about whether or not the seller could actually
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sell the property.

W were asked -- we were giving full price.
The val ue had not di mnished, but the salability of
that property had dropped to zero. The sellers
unfortunately were an elderly gentlenman that needed
noney for medi cal expenses, and luckily for them and
for us, the proposed path was noved south on a
different route and we settled on that piece of
property with them

However, that didn't stop my concerns. [|'m
a Mssouri citizen, and | appreciate, Your Honor, the
Chai rman and Conmi ssioners for listening to us as
M ssouri citizens, you're representing the M ssouri
public and our rights as citizens of this great state.

And so | stand here and fight for those
rights, not only the right to protect what | own, but
the rights of those people who already own that
property and would like to sell it, perhaps, retire,
and sell that property, they won't be able to do that.
They're going to be stuck in a position where they
can't sell the property, not a matter of val ue.

Peopl e that conme out solo, people are going to | ook at

it and say, I'mnot going to buy that piece of
property. |l'mgoing to go north or south. [|'m going
to go to Kansas or maybe Illinois. |'mnot going to
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stay in this location. And we're going to |ose that
incentive and that ability to sell property to
interested people who may want to nove to the state or
which to stay in the state, and that's my concern.

Li ke I said, |I have evidence that it
doesn't affect, necessarily the value, | can't prove
t he value, but | can show by ny contract that it
directly inpacted the ability of the seller to sell
the property outright. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  You say you have evi dence
that you wanted to subnit into the record?

MR, MJTCHLEI: That is correct.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: What are the two docunents
that you' d like to --

MR, MJUTCHLElI: Well, | have one docunent,
and it's the real estate |and contract which has a
contingency noted in here which states that we woul d
not accept the sale of the property, we would not buy
the property if Clean Line or Grain Belt Express
i npacted our property.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: |Is there any confidenti al
information in there that you need to redact before
you submt that?

MR, MJTCHLElI: | don't believe so. | did

cross out the signatures and initials so those won't
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be seen, but everything else | believe is okay to
submit. | didn't see any personal information that
needed to be crossed out.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Can you bring it up here?

Thank you. GCkay. This docunent will be
received into the record subject to the attorney's
right to object. Attorneys will be given five
busi ness days to object after the information is
posted to the electronic filing information system

MR, MUTCHLEI: Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN:  Any questions for the
W t ness?

Thank you, sir.

Deni se Bennett?

DENI SE BENNETT,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MS. BENNETT: Deni se Bennett,
B-E-N-N-E-T-T.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you live?

V5. BENNETT: 31889 Marshall Road,
Jacksonville, M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease, go ahead.

M5. BENNETT: Ckay. |'mhere to testify in
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support of the Clean Line project. M title is Macon
County Econom ¢ Devel opnent Director, and | feel this
project is extrenely valuable to this region, the
north part of Mssouri and the state as a whol e.

The project is not going to go through our
county, but we still feel it will benefit our
conmuni ty, the conpani es and the region. Obviously,
the jobs are very inportant to Mssouri, as well as
the investnent that the conpany is making that would
benefit to the community through the tax dollars. Not
only that but infrastructure is a big tool in
M ssouri's tool chest for attracting conpani es, and
the nmore electricity that we have in our grid and
renewabl e energy, the nore attractive we are to
conpani es outside of the state to try to get and bring
busi nesses here to this area.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Any questions? Thank you.

M5. BENNETT: Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  The next nane is Jennifer
Gatrel. | think you testified to the Marceline
hearing. So I'mgoing to nove you to the end of the
l[ist. You can testify later.

MS. GATREL: GCkay. | had said | was going
to testify very briefly, and | was going to preserve

ny time for this. Wuld it be possible to testify now
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or do you want nme to wait?

JUDCE BUSHVANN: | prefer that you wait
since you testified previously.

MS. GATREL: Ckay. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Marvin Toml inson.

MARVI N TOMLI NSON,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: And coul d you state your
nane and spell your |ast nane?

MR. TOMLINSON: My name is Marvin
Tom inson. Last name is T-OML-1-NNSON | livein
Cal dwel | County.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease proceed.

MR. TOWMLINSON: What | think is really
inportant, it's not -- it's been overlooked is our
environnent is being inpacted by burning fossil fuels.
W have to switch to a green econony.

| have grandchildren, four grandchildren,
that |'mconcerned with their future, and their
children's future. W need to take this step to build
the infrastructure so we can stop using fossil fuels.
And that's it.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions? Thank you.

Jani ce St onunf

M5. STONUM | would like to yield, if
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possi bl e.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Ckay.

M5. STONUM  Anot her person, Shannon
Chri st opher.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Larry Poll ard?

LARRY POLLARD,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR. PCOLLARD: Larry Pollard.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  And how do you spell the

| ast name?
MR, POLLARD: P-OL-L-A-RD.
JUDCE BUSHVANN: Where do you reside, sir?
MR, POLLARD: Chariton County, M ssouri
JUDCE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.
MR. POLLARD: | ama citizen of Chariton
County. | strongly support the Grain Belt electrica
transfer project across Mssouri. Nationally we are

properly noving to renewabl e energy resources and
we're --
THE COURT REPORTER. VWhat was that, sir?
MR, POLLARD: Nationally we are properly
novi ng to renewabl e energy sources and reduci ng our

dependence on fossil fuels, it's tine. Wnds of the
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great plains are an inportant source of non-carbon
air. The electricity has to be transported -- -
distributed and transported fromthe source to the end
user. We can conpare it to all the gas lines, coa
trains, river (inaudible), transport trucks, and the
el ectrical transnission nonitors. Sone conpani es
represent, in quote, for profits. They have authority
for em nent domain of the regulation of M ssouri
Publ i c Comm ssion. Project objections have surfaced.
Those objections have not turned my opinion. Damage,
real or imagined, need to be addressed. Those damages
will require mtigations and conpensation. The
M ssouri Public Service Commi ssion is a regular agency
t hat shoul d oversee this.

This (inaudible) the project is energy
generation without cars and nationally and gl obal
i ssues. There are also |ocal economc benefits.
These will be discussed or have been di scussed or can
be di scussed nore thoroughly. That concl udes ny
coment s.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN:  Any questions? Thank you,
sir.

Marshal | St onum or St omer ?

MR STONUM 1'd like to donate ny tine to

Shannon Chri st opher.
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JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Sherry Chri stopher
SHERRY CHRI STOPHER,
of |l awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. CHRI STOPHER: Sherry Chri st opher,
CHRI-ST-OP-HER

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

M5. CHRISTOPHER: | live in Polo, Mssouri,
Cal dwel | County.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN: Go ahead.

M5. CHRISTOPHER: |'mpretty angry and a
little enotional, so |I apologize. | ama hundred
percent opposed to C ean Line building high voltage
power |ines across our state. W have been sick
i nsi de waki ng up at night.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Move a little closer to
t he m crophone.

MS. CHRI STOPHER: |'m skeptical of their
true intentions and extrenely concerned with their
| ack of experience in putting up a line of this
magni tude. One of ny fears is they are just a front
to obtain public utility status and all ow em nent
dormain to be used to get our property.

Their partners are the National Gid, and
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I"'mafraid that some day a (inaudible) of |and going
t hrough our state would be owned by the National Gid
i nstead of our country.

In March we received a certified letter
stating that they had an interest in our property with
vague details. Qur town's name wasn't even listed on
the map. About a nonth |ater ny husband received a
call and said they wanted to neet with us, he told
themour land is not for sale or |ease, and we didn't
hear anything else about it for a while.

| called themthe end of June, first part
of July and asked themif they would pl ease send us
some information stating their actual intent on our
property. | would like to see nore details because we
own a hundred acre cattle ranch where we raise
wholistically fed, grass fed beef. And he said that
he wanted us to nmeet with his agent, and | said no,
please mail it us to. | voiced nmy concerns as an RN
I"'mwell aware of the tragedy that affects famlies
when soneone cones down with cancer, and he said he
had sone research he was sending nme that stated how
safe being around these power lines would be. |
didn't receive any of that information

| received a brochure that was generic,

like a July newsletter-type brochure, stating that
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these neetings would be coning up and that's all |
recei ved.

Last Saturday | got a call fromKyle, and
he is the agent in our area, and | agreed to neet with
himso we could see the details that we never
received. So he will be coming to visit with us
Saturday. W' ve lived in our barn house on this
hundred acres since 2003. W've been saving for our
dream honme to build right there on that property. W
now have found out that they're planning to put these
towers literally over the top of us. Qur property
line right behind our barn is 200 feet to the property
line. The towers are supposedly coming right across
there, so you know, the power |ines would be right
over our horme.

We were planning to build a hone there this
spring, nowit's on hold. | can renenber the day ny
husband called and told nme that this was going to
happen, and ny heart sank because | know what we're up
agai nst. W raise our animals wholistically, no
chem cal s, no hornones, no antibiotics. W've been
working to i nprove our pastures, we've been doing
conservation projects on this property for five years.
W weren't able to renew our five-year project for

conservation project this |ast week because we're

MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Fax: 314.644.1334 www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Local Public Hearing Vol 8 - September 4, 2014

Page 19

afraid we'll be forced to nove because we choose not
to live with these power |ines.

This was going to be our retirenment inconeg,
and we were planning to retire in about 10 to 15 years
and continue to raise grass fed beef to suppl enent our
retirenent incone so we are not dependent on the
Soci al Security or the hope our pension plan wll
still there be there.

The heart of ny issue with the proposed
power |ine, and you can do your own research, is the
study of the serious health risk. There is a probable
l'i nk between cancer and | eukem a in humans and
studies. 1've never had cancer, but being a nurse
|'"ve cared for nmany people with cancer, and it's a
tragedy to see soneone have to go through that kind of
suffering.

The fact that they are still doing research
and sone studi es show inconclusive results, and
especially the fact that a power line of this
magni t ude has never been built and has health effects
docunent ed shows nme they have still have a |l ot of
questions about it.

| have also a paper, | just did alittle
research. Cattle herd nunbers in the United States

have reduced dramatically over the |ast several
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decades. They woul d be taking our herd, we have an
80- head herd right now and we're growing. It would
continue to erode the cattle herd for the beef supply
in the United States. You can |ook that up on the
conmputer easily yourself.

| al so have several excerpts, and | won't
try to read all of them but there were sone that were
really concerning to ne. These are studi es done off
.gov studies, sonme of themare HubMed. |f you are
concerned about EMF exposure, your first step should
be to find out where the EFM exposures are and nove
away fromthemor linmt the time you spend near them

The el ectric power industry contributed
about half of the 45 million dollars spent on EMF
rapid programto research the health effects of these
lines, and basically have proven that they don't
really know for sure.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Five m nutes.

MS. KILMER: |I'd like to yield ny tinme to
ny not her, pl ease.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  What's your name?

M5. KILMER  Jocelyn Kil nmer.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Ckay. Go ahead.

MS. CHRI STOPHER: The same study fromthe

NI EHS study they did with the EMF rapid program it
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says, Using criteria devel oped by the International
Agency for research on cancer, a mgjority of the
menbers of a working group concluded that exposure to
power frequency is a possible human carci nogen. W
are not sure which aspects of the magnetic field
exposure (inaudible) future research may reveal that
even off of EMF reductions neasured based on today's
limted understanding are i nadequate or irrel evant.

So as you can see, there's a lot nore
studi es that need to be done before a power |ine needs
to be put up of this magnitude. So | am asking you to
pl ease, please do not grant themthe right to becone a
public utility. They should not be allowed to derail
| andowners, reduce our property value, force us to
nove for our fear of health risk

W' ve heard studies that it reduces the
fertility of cattle. That's our livelihood. You wll
hear from ny husband, and you' re going to derail that
man's whole life since he's been a little boy of what
he wanted to grow up and becone. | think you're
affecting a ot nore people than us, and | think it
needs to be recogni zed that the people who want the
line to go through are not the ones that are having to
live under it. And that's all | have.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.
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Shannon Chri st opher.
SHANNON CHRI STOPHER,
of |l awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR. CHRI STOPHER: Shannon Chri st opher,
CHRI-ST-OP-HER

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR, CHRI STOPHER  Pol o, M ssouri .

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR. CHRI STOPHER: | want to -- there's a
whole lot that boils up inside of a man, and there's a
whol e 1ot of things that you can say at this
opportunity that you just can't squeeze into a small
amount of tinme. | represent a whole |ot of people
here, not just nyself. | do want to take this nonent
and thank you all to hear ny opinion and these ot her
peopl e behind ne, both sides.

It's not just about one person here today,
everything you just heard fromthe others and you're
about to hear fromme is one person's view, but it's
the sanme thing that affects many.

My property is only so -- a certain size,
but my nei ghbors on either side of nme deal with the

exact sanme issues that I'mdealing with. And it would
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be redundant to stand up here and to have you hear 700
ranchers, cattlenmen, |andowners, property owners,
gardeners, address you with the sane issues over and
over. But essentially, that's what we're m ssing out
onis -- there's every nei ghborhood to ny each
direction, east and west of that |ine has the sane
concerns. A lot of themdon't have the ability to get
up or want to speak. It's a big challenge for public
speaking. |'mnot very good at it, but I'mwlling to
stand up and do the best | can.

|"ve got a few bullet notes here that are
incredibly hard to fit on a note pad, but I"'mgoing to
tell you howthis is going to affect ny life.

All 1'"ve ever wanted to do is raise cattle
and do what |'ve done for other nen in ny life, they
nmentored nme, and then as | took it upon nyself and put

nysel f through coll ege because | wanted to raise

cattle and know howto do it, and do it well, and
put nyself through. | nade the investnents to do
that. | bought land, not with power lines on it, |

bought | and that was conducive to growi ng good forage
and to be a place where | could raise a famly and

| ook out for the health and the concern, that had good
waters on it and a good place to raise cattle, a good

conmunity, which | amin. Those things were very
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inmportant to me. Now, that is being questioned and

bei ng eroded. My property values. This is ny

retirenment. This is everything. | built the
infrastructure. I'mtwo-thirds into this life plan
two-thirds intoit. |'mabout ready to pull the pin.

| had to have a city job to pay for ny dreans. Here
amtoday on ny knees in front of you asking pl ease
don't destroy what | have built and trying to do in
the great state of Mssouri, and | thought as a

| andowner, these are ny rights to do these things

wi t hout sonebody inposing their will on nme w thout ne
having a say so. | just don't understand that. Wen
| got out of college, I went to the mlitary, | served

nmy country. And what did | do, what was ny belief in
doing that? That was for the rights of every person
that lived in the United States of Anerica, that's who
I went to work for every day. And ny belief was that
I was protecting the back porches of every househol d
in here to have the rights, the freedons that we were
given in this country. | see that being di m nished
and diluted, and that is beyond acceptable. That's
one thing we cannot give up is our rights to choose.
When you buy a piece of |and, who other
than you has the right. W all pay our -- | pay ny

taxes. | obey all the rules in society, | should have
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no reason, no one should be able to come in and
dictate and renove ny plan, future plans, our current
pl ans.

That's -- this project is of a scale and of
a caliber that's never been done before, it's not a
utility conpany coming to you to ask that -- like
KCP&L that's been doing it for years. That concerns
nme greatly. Any tine you do sonething for the very
first time, is not always going to be the best, that's
just -- we've got a lot to learn. There's a whole |ot
of things there that's going to have sone
ram ficati ons and sonme consequences about, you know,
that we're going to learn fromand get better

Hopeful Iy, the people that don't |ive under
these lines can have sonme conpassion for the people
that do. These lines are going to be directly over
the barn | live in right now because | had to buy --
everything has conme through ny work and sweat equity.
|"ve had to buy the land first, had to build the barn
to put ny livestock and equi pment in for ny
i nvestnents to protect it, to take care of ny
l'i vestock properly, but then the |last but not least is
when | could get on ny feet, | would build ny famly
hone that we would retire in and stay on this

property. Wich has been absolutely -- and | ask you
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to put yourself in not just ny position, but every
| andowner this cones across. It's easy to say when
you live a mle or two or three or four or continued
further, when you pay with a pile of flesh, it neans a
heck of a lot nmore when |I'm standi ng there bl oody than
when sonebody el se doesn't give a stray. |It's easy to
say we should bring these things and do these things.
| agree that we should find alternative ways and get
away fromthe fossil fuel, | agree with that. Let's
just find a healthy way that it doesn't jeopardize
sonmeone's livelihood or their health or find -- let's
do the research and nake sure that we're naking the
ri ght decisions, not just a knee-jerk reaction. Let's
find out that their grandchildren that play under
these lines across the state of M ssouri are going to
be heal thy because right now there's statistics that
sonmehow | eukemrmia rates are greatly increased by
chi |l dren.

For example, these are facts, up in South
Dakota, there's power lines that run across that are
much smaller in scale, but the cattlenmen up there and
there's a gentleman here that can support this, you
can talk to cattlenen all over this state or anywhere
you want to go, and you can't drive a cattle

underneath these power lines. They won't graze. The
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el ectron magnetic field interrupt their grazing. They
do not breed. \When an open cow does not give ne a
calf every year, that is a substantial noney | oss.
VWhere is the nmen, where is the justification, where is
-- are they going to be when ny cattle don't breed and
ny income gets significantly dropped? Nobody can
answer that. Sorry for nme, sorry for ny brothers and
sisters that this is happening to, and if they give ne
$50, 000 for comi ng across ny property, and my property
val ue drops 350, 000, anybody want to do that nath,
because it don't cone out for the | andowner that has

obeyed the laws, paid his taxes, developed his life

pl an, two-thirds through his life plan. |1'm50. |
don't get to restart and do this over again. |'m
committed. |'ve got the infrastructure, the barns,

the tractors, the trucks, the |ivestock purchased.
I"'mcomitted. | can't afford to lose. And they
can't either. And it's not just about ne. |'mjust
the guy up here presenting the information to you
asking you to consider people like nyself in this
situation.

And as you've heard, there's a whole |ot of
other situations that doesn't involve |livestock, but
it does involve property val ues decreased. Nobody

wants to buy it. Wwo would buy ground that |ooks in
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the paper and when this cones and it's -- and you see
it for mles, who's going to say, hey, you know t hat
pi ece of ground over there, you know, right underneath
that great big power line, you know, boy, | think that
| ooks nice. | -- 1 would -- | would ask any of you --
| don't believe you would want to buy or purchase that
pi ece of ground because we all choose -- if we have a
choice and there's a |Iot of other ground around, we're
going to go sonewhere else so all of our property is
reduced.
| don't know what that value is, but it's
greatly reduced and if you can't run your retirenent
plan on it, boy, you're taking it in the nmouth twice.
The foreign country issue is sonething that
brings me just speechless. The United Ki ngdom has
40 percent of it and has a right to purchase nore at
any time across -- |, for one, am American nade.
That's what | buy, that's what | support, and |I'm not
| ooking to give up an easenent through ny property or
this state of Mssouri to the United Kingdom to
anot her country? Boy, there is a question that needs
to be answered and a whole |lot of facts needs to cone
out about that, but | don't know many of the people
behind me that thinks that's a very good idea. A

tornado, these things are 200 foot tall, 150, 250 foot
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tall, seven across a mle, what happens, because we
don't know these things but |'mgoing to present a
question to you. W have tornados in the state of

M ssouri. Wien the tornados or high w nds spins these
up with this nmega wattage that's nore stronger than
the Hoover Dam the power that comes out of the Hoover
Damin Las Vegas, Nevada, this is a magnitude far
greater than that, so when the tornados bring these
wires down and it lands on ny barn which is directly
underneath, this thing is going to go up Iike a Roman
candle with nmy children, my grandchildren, we've got
five children. | would like to know the safety

i ssues, and how this is going to take effect.

The bottomline is, what's next? Once this
door gets opened and you grant thempublic utilities
conmmi ssion and then they get to run free reign. And
private gain for em nent domain is a sin. That's not
what this -- em nent domain was set up for. Big
corporate America should not be able to inpose little
small guys like ne -- stonp us out. No farms, neans
no food. | don't know anybody in here that can do
very good wi thout having a lunch, breakfast, or a
dinner today. No food is a big deal. And it starts
out on small scale, but you're stonping the farners if

you make these decisions. There's consequences to al
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decisions, let's |look at them and nake sure we're
doing the right things, make sure we've equally

wei ghed themon all sides, not just ny side, and |
know you are, but this is our opportunity. Once
again, | thank you for hearing our concerns and an
extrenely heartfelt -- and there's so nmuch nore
could say, but I'"'mgoing to keep it short and try to
be very concise. | ask that we just protect our
rights to our land and give us the right to protect
our families and our health and our family's health
and our property val ues.

What el se -- what el se can happen to a
person in a famly that's nore of a kick in the gut
than this? | mean, we have to see it, you have to
deal with the health effects, and the property val ue
and your retirenment plan. Ww, | can't think of a
bi gger kick in the stomach, and with that, | ask that
God be with each M ssouri |andowner and God bl ess
M ssouri .

COWM SSI ONER STOLL: Thanks for your
testi nony.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Janes Feil.

JAMES FEI L,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
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spel |l your |ast nane.

MR FEIL: James Feil, F-E-I-L.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you reside?

MR FEIL: Cowgill, Mssouri.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease, go ahead.

MR. FEIL: You know, |I'm here today not
just for nme, but for all ny neighbors and friends and
famly. |I'mno nmedical expert. | don't know if these
power lines are going to cause us to have three-eyed
kids or anything like that. But | can tell you I'm
froma fourth and fifth generation farmas well as
nost of ny nei ghbor hoods.

We' ve worked for generation after
generation to get these farnms the way we want them and
then the fact that you guys want to conme through here
or sone conpany does and put power |ines through --
we're all proud to be fromMssouri. W're all proud,
or at least | am to be from Cal dwell County. Wthout
a doubt it's one of the poorest counties, but it's one
of the proudest counties that you'll find in Mssouri
And 1'd hate to see it come to the point, you know,
you can only push sonmebody so far and not think they
won't push back. [It's an enbarrassnent for nme to see
what happened down in Furgeson, M ssouri, but if you

don't think that it's not possible for sonething of
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that nmagnitude to happen right here in Cal dwell
County, you're mistaken. And | don't nmean this as a
threat to anybody or anything like. It's just a
sinple fact. You have generation after generation
after generation of | andowners, and we're not going to
sit down and take this w thout fighting back, and
we're going to do what it takes.

And | hope that you guys can see that, you
know, we don't want this. You know, | |ook out in
thi s audi ence today, and there's not hardly a nmenber |
don't know, that | went to school with their brothers
or sisters or uncle or soneone. W all know one
another. W are a tight, tight group here in Cal dwel |
County, and we're telling you as a county, we do not
want these power |ines com ng through our county.
That's ny testinony.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions?

Thank you.

Leonard Vander pool ? O Under pool ?

Li nda MEl wee, M C E-L-WE?

M5. McELWEE: Two Es.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Two Es? Sorry about that.

MS. McELWEE: Thank you for getting it
right. Mst people don't.

LI NDA McELWEE,
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of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MS. McELWEE: Yes, |'mLinda MC, capital
E-L-WE-E

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you reside?

M5. McELWEE: | live in Cowgill, on a farm
outside of Cowgill.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease proceed.

M5. McELWEE: Thank you, sir.

First of all, I want to say welcone to
Cal dwel | County. | appreciate the tinme and energy
that you have exerted to bring these hearings to us.
It would be so easy for you to sit at a desk in
Jefferson City and stanp whatever, but | think it
shows great courage and character for you to face
peopl e that you know are opposed to a thing and you're
going to have to be the people that nake that
deci si on.

First of all, a lot of us were born here,
and went away to school and chose to cone back. W
have a | ot of people who have cone here for the chance
to look out in the norning and see a beautiful sunrise
or the horizon or the sunset w thout opposition and

obstacles. Gain Belt Express doesn't understand that
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and doesn't care. | have an issue with the easenents.
The easenents that will be given to this project are

signing away our rights to that land forever, and if
Grain Belt Express cannot fulfill their obligation,
they have the right to sell that easenent to anybody
for any reason, and they don't care. | worked as a
public health nurse for 26 years and ran the county
health departnment, and in that time | was privil eged
to work with CDC on nany projects and Nationa
Associ ation of County and City Health O ficers about
20 years ago. W had a cluster of deaths in young
nen, and as we began to | ook at the nedical histories
of these seven young nen, they all had strange and
rare cancer. The conmon denom nator in these deaths
was that they were all |inenen.

| sent a request to the Departnent of
Health to have an investigation done, and they sent ne
back that seven was too small a nunber to do
statistics, but I will tell you, seven young nen taken
out of a comunity that had the commobn denomi nat or,
and they were all -- had a strange and rare cancer
that left a big hole in famlies and in the comunity.
I will believe until the day |I die that those nmen died
because of their occupation.

We al so cone to an issue that we have, and
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no one has nentioned it before, and that's Life
Flight. Because we are so renote, we count on Life
Flight to do our nedical anbul ances by air from Kansas
City to Trenton and Chillicothe, which are the two
nmaj or hospitals that will go right over this power
line. | talked to thema couple of weeks ago, and
while they are not pleased with the idea of these huge
towers, especially in foggy conditions, they' Il work
around them But | have issues when | think about --
ny dad was in a tractor accident when | was 12, and
what if someone couldn't get to him because he was
under one of these towers sonmewhere or sonething? So
I think we need to think about things that we probably
haven't thought about before.

My husband and | are both born in Cal dwel
County, cane back to Cal dwell County and bought a
farm and that was our life's dream Mybe crazy, but
nevertheless -- and for all those years he worked at
Ford Mot or Conpany for 30 years, and npost of those
years were 58 hours a week. And he would cone hone,
crawm in the tractor and bail hay until mdnight and
get up at 4:00 a.m And at that tine | worked at the
hospital, and the health departnent. | worked two
jobs, and that's so we could afford to give our kids

the chance to live in the country. This proposed |ine
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goes across the very best pieces of our land, and we
have sweat a | ot of years and sone of the stories we
shoul d never tell of the things that happened to us.

| think that all of us do believe in
renewabl e energy and that we have to be careful with
our natural resources, towers in the area are not the
same as cabl es and conduits underground. And | don't
thi nk anyone has tal ked about that before, and | think
that's sonething that nmaybe ought to be considered
sonewhere along the |ine.

I am concerned also that giving Gain Belt
Express public status sets a precedent in this state
that nmay not be a good thing in times to cone. | have
no i dea what are the things, but think about
possibilities. Wen | worked with CDS on projects we
woul d have brai nstorm ng sessions, and we would sit
down and think what if, what if, what if, and one of
our exercises was what if you were a terrorist, and
how coul d you wi pe out big pieces of the United States
popul ation? And if you sit down and think about some
of those things, it will scare you to death. Sane
thing with what you' re doing for granting status to
Grain Belt Express.

I do want to thank you again for coming and

letting us have our say, and | beg you and inplore
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you, do not, do not give them status because if you
do, it shows the people in Mssouri that you don't
care either, and | don't believe that for one mnute.
| believe you do care.

Do you have any questions for ne?

COW SSI ONER STOLL:  Thank you for your
testi nony.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you, na'am

Marji Martin?

MARJI MARTI N,

of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. MARTIN.  Marji Martin, MA-R-T-1-N.
Kansas City.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease go ahead.

M5. MARTIN: | believe this line would be
really good for the area. It will be good for the
econony. There will be nore jobs for |ocal conpanies,
there will be people who are building a line will stay

at notels, gas and restaurants, and | andowners wil |

get fair market value for their property and get their
land to use. | personally own a small farm | don't
have beef, but | do have wheat, and it hasn't affected

the price of ny property. And as far as the fossil
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fuels, we need to get away fromthe fossil fuels. W
need to get where we get the wind energy and sol ar
transm ssi on going, and our country is sadly |acking
in alot of high transm ssion |ines. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Any questions? 1'd also
mention that |1'm hearing comments during testinony.
ask that you do not make any comments and be courteous
while a witness is testifying.

Next witness is Steve Schultz.

STEVE SCHULTZ,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR SCHULTZ: Steve Schultz, S-CGH U L-T-Z.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR, SCHULTZ: Boone County, M ssouri. |
apol ogi ze for the confusion. |'mhere to speak in
favor of Clean Line. | didn't know | should be
checking ny shirt color before comng in today.

I'"'mhere to speak in favor for the benefit.

I'"m hear to speak for the project for the greater

whol e of the state of Mssouri. Renewable aspects
wi Il provide renewabl e energy to the state, as well as
the great resources that we have. It will put us into

a uni que position to be able to tap into that Iine for
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i ncreased rates fromother sources or if there's a
reduction in nuclear or coal power plants.

In addition to that, if the -- the line is
not going over any property owned; however, if it did,
it would be unfortunate, and | woul d probably be up
here speaking different. There are risks that | take
every day in life. | have an electric outlet every
night by my bed. | use a cell phone next to ny ear
I"'ma civil engineer, and | deal with treating water
and waste water in that. | deal with fertilizer run
off fromcrop production that has to be treated.

There are thenes and risks in life that you have to
take for the greater whole, so | can have food source
and supply.

VWhenever | design a highway that goes
through a person's property, that person is always
agai nst that; however, it provides a greater route for
safety and safe transm ssion of people, students,
kids, and in addition to farners being able to bring
grains and things of that nature to ny doorstep. |If
there's nothing else, ny conments are concl uded.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions?

COWM SSI ONER KENNEY:  No, thanks.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you.

Carolyn Shaffer?
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M5. SHAFFER: |'d like to defer ny tine to
M ke Ford.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Janey Youse?

JAMEY YOUSE

of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. YOUSE: M nane is Janey Youse,

Y-OU S E

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

M5. YOUSE: | live -- | have a Carence
address. | live in Mnroe County.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MS. YOUSE: | work for Hubble Power
Systens, a | arge manufacturer of transni ssion
distribution substation electrical products |located in
Centralia, Mssouri. W have primarily about 600
di fferent enpl oyees that work there in Centralia
offices, and a project such as Grain Belt Express
com ng through would be an additional benefit not only
to our conpany, but to the comunities, surrounding
conmunities, as well as, again, we have enpl oyees t hat
[ive in the O arence area, and | have, and have done
so for 20 years of nmy life in that sane | ocation.

The benefit would bring approximately 65
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new jobs to ny conpany, not only supporting those
comunities and the famlies within them and provide
benefits to themas well, but the community, ny
conpany, provides, you know, they input noney back
into this community. Ri ght now we're working on
hal fway through a $9 mllion project rebuilding our
older facilities, our test |abs, engineering |abs,
manuf acturing areas within the conpany as well, so
we're putting that back into the conmunity in support.
| fully support Gain Belt Express and the
line com ng through not only on a business purpose,
but personally as well. | live -- | have land in both
Shel by County and Monroe County. | am a | andowner.
I'"ve had a transmission line across ny |and, and we
have farned under it for years, never had an issue.
I"'malso the president of the school board at Mason
C3. The tax benefit alone to small conmmunities, we're
a 1A school, have about 340 students in our school
And with reducing the amount of tax revenue that we
get on an annual basis, every year we get cuts nore
and nore, and for us to educate our children in a
manner that they need to be at and build themup so we
send them off to college and they're prepared for the
worl d, we've got to have that noney, and it's not --

it's getting reduced every year, and so the additional
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tax benefits that we see fromthat land is a big thing

for me or on a personal basis, so | see it trifold. |

under st and

and everything. I'mright there with you, but at the
same tine, I've lived in a renote area all ny life
grew up, you know, for 42 years. |'ve been in the
sane -- within a two-mle radius, always lived there,

and |'mnever going to nove, but I'mtired of being on

t he back-burner for devel opnents. You know, |'m al

for renewabl e energies and yet, | can't get broadband
in nmy nei ghborhood, why can't -- | want nore

devel opnent, | -- | want renewable energy. | think we

need to be

That's ny cormments. Do you have any questions for ne?

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

spel | your

Page 42

everybody's comments, you know, with |and

nmovi ng forward away from fossil fuels.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Any guestions?
MS. YOUSE: Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you, na'am
Tom Si | vey?

TOM SI LVEY

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
 ast nane.

MR SILVEY: Tom Silvey, S-I-L-V-E-Y.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR S| LVEY: | live here in Ham |ton

Fax: 314.644.1334
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JUDCE BUSHVANN: CGo ahead.

MR SILVEY: | amthe Caldwell County Farm
Bureau president, have been for going on ten years.
And | was on the board for sone tinme before that.

| can tell you that | have received nore
phone calls over this issue than any other issue since
|'ve been on the board, as well as my other board
nmenbers, and none of those were in favor of Grain Belt
Expr ess.

So the Cal dwell County Farm Bureau Board
voted to oppose Grain Belt getting utility status. W
believe that the benefits that -- for Caldwell County
and the state of Mssouri that the Iine would provide
do not outweigh the loss that the |Iandowners woul d
recei ve. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Any questions?

COW SSI ONER KENNEY:  Thank you for your
testinony.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Thank you, sir.

Rachel Myslivy. May not be saying that
right.

M5. MYSLIVY: It's Rachel Mslivy.

RACHEL MYSLI VY,

of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
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spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. MYSLI VY: Rachel Mslivy,
MY-SL-1-V-Y.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MS. MYSLIVY: Jefferson County, Kansas.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

M5. MYSLIVY: First of all, I'd like to
thank you for the opportunity to address you today and
the good work that you do. | work with the climte
and energy project. |I'mrepresenting the climte and
energy project, which is a region nonprofit based in
Hut chi nson, Kansas since 2007. M organi zation has
wor ked wi th stake hol ders across M ssouri, Kansas, and
to pronote renewabl e energy and energy efficiency
policy and practice. Wnd energy is good for the
environnent and safe water. Additionally, the
econom ¢ benefit of energy is well docunented. In
addition to producing | ow cost, clean energy, it
pronot es thousands of jobs for nmanufacturing,
construction, operations, and mai ntenance.

Projects like the G ain Belt Express wll
also bring a long-termbenefit in the formof property
taxes, the taxing district, and benefits [inaudible].
Wth the Cean Line energy and Grain Belt will present

an additional $7 billion of new wi nd farm and benefit

MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES
Fax: 314.644.1334 www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Local Public Hearing Vol 8 - September 4, 2014

Page 45

to its region.

The clinmate and energy project has attended
t he past several of these neetings, and we have found
themto be fair and transparent as they deal wth
| andowners and citizens, starting | andowner
negotiations in the early stages of developnent is a
[i naudi bl e] | andowners fairly. M ssouri has the
chance to gain access to | owcost renewabl e energy and
current and renewabl e energy by approving Grain Belt
Express. The application will enable C ean Line
energy to reign the nation to M ssouri conmunities
with a strong demand of clean, |ow cost, power while
reduci ng pollution, saving water, and grow ng the
state's econony. | thank you for your tine.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions? Thank you,
am
Kelly Rotert?
KELLY ROTERT,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. ROTERT: Kelly Rotert, RO T-E-R-T.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR ROTERT: Candenton, M ssouri .

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.
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MR, ROTERT: | am-- | represent the
prof essi onal service industry. W're a technica
engi neering conpany. W're here, we're not contracted
with Clean Line in any way, shape or form But we are
-- we pursue this type of work as part of our industry
in support of the infrastructure that brings about
green and renewabl e resources. | amresponsible for
offices in -- on both sides of the state, and have
approxi mately 45 M ssouri enployees. This will add
six to ten additional jobs to our conpany roles. And
we're supportive of that in the jobs and the taxes and
the things that conme with that. That is all.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Any questions?

COWM SSI ONER KENNEY:  Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you

Jenn Leyden.

M5. LEYDEN: It's Leyden

JENN LEYDEN

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. LEYDEN: Jenn Leyden. L-E-Y-D-E-N

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MS. LEYDEN. | live -- | have a Lathrop

address, but I'ma Caldwell County resident.
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JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease proceed.
MS. LEYDEN. | cone in opposition. | am
not -- we are |andowners, but we are not in the path
of this proposed path of Gain Belt. | cone as a Navy

veteran who signed up to service, just like a |ot of
those before ne. | believe in hel ping those that need
the help. | don't believe that this Gain Belt line
overrides the rights of | andowners.

As M. Christopher stated, the precedence,
and the | ady before ne, the precedent that that sets
when we allow this to cone through i s unfounded.
That's what's great about Anerica, that's what | |ove
about being an Anerican. Capitalism
entrepreneurship, this is just the begi nning. These
other lines that they're tal king about, they' re not DC
lines. This is the first time for the DC line. W're
about to set a precedent here. The sky's the limt.
It's what Anericans do. They take an opportunity and
they up the ante.

I"mraising ny kids to be proud Americans
to take opportunities to the next level, and that's
what Grain Belt's going to do. And that's not good
for the state of M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Any questions?

Thank you.
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Two nanes on the next line, Mke Ford and
Rena Ford. |1'mnot sure which would like to testify.

M5. FORD: |'mRena Ford. 1'magoing to
yield ny time to M ke.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Ckay. M. Ford, cone
forward, please.

M KE FORD,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MR FORD: My nane is Mke Ford, F-OR-D.
| live in Cowgill.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR FORD: |I'ma retired cenent mason. |
worked in Kansas City all over, different states, took
ne 30 years to pay for a farm the cattle ranch that
["min now This power line was an -- | was on one of
the routes. And it would put nme out of business
because I'"'ma cow/ calf producer. | can't help ny cows
first of January, through February, and March, | don't
have any barns. Al | got is brush trees, ditches and
drawls. These people want to cone through and nmake a
200 wi de swaft [sic] through ny cattle patch? Hey,
I"mout of business. | support the local comunity,

I"'mnot a -- | don't give themdirect checks, but
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you're |l ooking at to feed people, fuel people,
mechanics, | pay taxes. You know, this deal here,
it's all about the noney, that's what it's all about.
That's the way | see it.

Grain Belt is not a public utility.
They're not benefitting -- they're not going to
benefit ne any. |1'ma part of Farners Electric Co-op,
| get a dividend out of the deal. |'mpart of the
cooperative. Only thing these guys are doing is
they're coming in here and wanting to ranrod, you
know, and take over.

Well, let nme ask you this: As a business
owner, nyself, how many busi ness owners do you know
that can cut another business owner's throat? Can
take -- since | need a place to feed ny cattle, can |
put nmy cattle in these guys' front yard? Hey, |'m
benefitting the countryside, |I'mfeeding themthere.

You know, | don't see how these guys are
saying that they're going to do us such a big favor,
the land val ues, they're going to drop. Because right
here, the people in Al berta, Canada, that's what they
say, they got a power line up there, and at | east
their country nmade these power |ines people pay the
difference on what their |and val ues were.

These people aren't going to do this. Only
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thing they're going to do is take everything, and
they're not going to win here. | don't have a problem
with capitalism but when we're cutting another man's
throat to better your conmpany, what kind of deal is
that? | nmean, like | said, | don't understand how
these people are setting there telling everybody that
they're going to do us a favor. They're not doing
nobody a favor in the state of Mssouri. |f they get
enm nent domain, they can conme in there and take away
-- Arkansas denied them well, Arkansas nay know
something we don't. Wy did they deny then? They sit
here and tell everybody, oh, we got all this support.
Well, if they got all this support, how cone they
didn't get Arkansas then? They wite a letter to the
Departnent of Energy, they want to go up above
everybody's head, and they want to do an em nent
domai n.

If the states do not want to | et themdo
what they want, these people aren't going to |ive
here. Soon as this is all done and said, they cone
in, yeah, they're going to spend a little noney here
for a while. | worked construction for 37 years. |
traveled all over the place. Once we was there, we
got it done, we was out of there, that was the end of

it. Them people never seen nme begin. And that's
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exactly what's going to happen to this deal, but |I'm
going to have to live with this for the hundred -- you
know, however long |I live, and ny kids, and ny kid's
kids. Well, they're sitting there telling you this
doesn't affect cattle. [I'Il tell you what, you own
cattle, you take any rancher out there and have them
run with cattle. Those cattle will run every which
way. The nore people you have out there, the nore

wei ght you lose. |'mselling by the pound. W don't
want peopl e nonkeyi ng around doi ng anything el se
because it's costing nme as a business owner. | don't
see how you can sacrifice one business owner for
another. How would you guys like it if | was wanting
to apply for this em nent domain? O how about | just
| oad up ny cattle and come where you |live whether you
live in the farmor city or whatever and rent your
backyard to run ny cattle because |I'm hel ping
everybody. That's the way | feel about this deal,
it's ridiculous. It is all about the noney and it
goes clear to Washington. They're the ones pronoting
this. Everybody got their own pronotion. | hear
peopl e conme up here, and | can understand, you know,
they got a survey conpany and it's going to help them
do this and that, but they're not thinking about what

it's going to do to nme as a busi ness owner.
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| don't mind hel pi ng sonmebody, but |'m not
going to cut nmy own throat doing it, and I w sh you
guys would just tell themto forget it. You know, we
don't need this. W got farnmers electric, MUE down

there in Kansas City, Mssouri Public Service or the

Power and Light. They have an enmi nent domain. |If

t hey was com ng through ny property, | wouldn't have a
problemwth it. It is itty power lines. W all got

t hem

This thing is huge. W've got crop dusters
that cone around and dust people's |l and. How they
going to fly around themthings? You got this magnet
field. And you know, | got sone other docunents in
here that says this stuff will cause cancer. | grew
up under power lines, and | ended up with col on
cancer. You know, | can't say that was the cause of
it, but it could have been. | don't know. You guys
have the power to shut this off. Al you got to do is
say that's it, huh-uh, but these people here, they're
wanting this for real -- real bad. | don't know why
they want it so bad, but it has to be for the noney.
That's what it's all about.

Wiy would a billionaire want to invest in
sonmet hi ng? He's already got nore noney than he could

possi bly spend, and as far as foreigners owning |and
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in this conpany, you as an American, go to any other
country, try to buy a farmor |land or whatever, you
can't do it. They won't let you. You either have to
marry sonebody and be a dual citizen. You can't just
go over there to China and say hey, | want to buy sone
land. It don't work that way, but it does in Anerica.
M ssouri will sell one percent of our land to
foreigners. That's crazy. That's just crazy. | used
to be in the hog business. | don't know if you guys
ever heard of Premium Standard Farns, oh, they come up
here in north Mssouri, and they pronised everybody
the world. We're going to give you people this, we're
going to make jobs. W're going to do this for you
and that.

Well, they ended up goi ng bankrupt, now the
Chinese own it. The Mexicans work it, so what do the
| ocal people get out of the deal. They don't get
not hing out of this deal, they got the shaft. Now, we
got foreigners up here. | nean, cone on, guys, this
country -- and another thing, this country pits people
agai nst each other. It pits the rich against the
poor. The farner against the cattle boy. | mean,
jimny christmas, | mean, you know, it's just |ike
bama Care, forces sonebody to do sonmething. That's

what | feel like these people are trying to do. dean
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Line are forcing people to do sonething that they
don't want to do. |If this was such a great deal, why
don't they put it in their backyard? They're not
going to live here. They're going to put it in ny
backyard and | eave. And you know, | understand that
all these people, you know, they're coming up here and
saying they're going to nake jobs, this and that, hey,
| feel for the people, everybody needs the job, but
the reason we don't have any jobs is because all the

j obs are shi pped overseas.

The corporations in Mssouri pay nore tax
than anywhere else in the world. W're the |east
anount of -- we produce the | east anount of, you know
poi sonous gases and all that and all this stuff about,
you know, climate change and all that. They've only
been doi ng studies for 200 years and the world's been
here for how many t housands? They said there's an ice
age here at one tine. It's always changing. |If
you' re worried about carbon [inaudible], plant a tree.

It's ridiculous that these guys want to
force this on everybody. Tell everybody, oh, well,
you know, we're going to do you a favor. They're not
payi ng anyone. They're not giving enough noney for
the land and conpensation that's going to happen to

us, and they don't care. It's all about the noney.
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nean, | don't understand, you know, how they can set
there and tell everybody that, you know, they make
prom ses, but there ain't nothing in witing. | nean,
| just don't get it, guys. You got the power to shut
this off, all you got to do is tell them no, just

i ke Arkansas, but what they're going to do is they're
going to go to the federal level. Hey, we live in
America, everybody has an opinion, but you don't cut
one man's throat to save another nan. You just don't
do it.

O herwi se, what are we going to do here? |
nm ght need a kidney. One of you guys going to donate
a kidney? |Is that what we're going to do, decide
who's going to get what? Those people in the east
coast, they don't got no wind there. You can't tell
ne the wind don't blow there, so if you want to run a
power line clear across four or five states to these
states that don't have power, hey, they need to
devel op their own energy. They got w nd out there.
They can do it a half dozen different ways. W need
to take care of our own people in our own state, and
the county needs to take care of the county and the
people in the county. Not try to take care of a world
or sonebody else. Wat's the east coast doing for nme?

They're wanting nme to sacrifice ny I and? Everything
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I'"ve worked -- 30 years, 30 years, so | can do this?
This is a bunch of bull shit.
Al | got to do is develop their own |and

energy, but the way | see it is it's over the noney.

They're going to get billions of dollars of grant
noney, tax incentives, whatever. | nean, | don't know
how all this works, | know people get noney for doing

not hing. They get noney for small businesses. You
know, | didn't see anybody handing nme a bunch of nobney
to start ny business. | worked three jobs so | could
start this business. Now, you want nme to give it up?
Are you kidding me? | just can't believe this is even
happeni ng.

| called down there to Jeff City for a
nmont h-and-a-hal f. Do you know what, | didn't think
there was anybody even working down there. Al | got
was an -- oh, | got the little secretary or | got sone
little intern and said, oh, we'll get back to you. |
said, well, can | talk to Nixon? Can | talk to
McCaskill? Hell, no. They're in a neeting. This
went on for a nonth-and-a-half. | called everybody
and their dog down there. Nobody works down there.
Aln't like me. Get up at 5:30 in the norning, go to
bed at 1 in the night. That's what people do here,

and then you get a conpany cone through here that
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ain't going to live here, destroy everything we got,
pocket the noney and we're paying for it.

| pay federal taxes. You got to be kidding
nme. |'m paying these people to steal ny land? It's

ridiculous. Like | said, you guys got the power to

shut this off. You |look at the facts. | have a whole
train here. | don't have an educati on what soever.
All | can do is scrub concrete and rai se cattle, but

I"msmart enough to know when |'m getting the shaft.

You know, these guys are supposed to neet
your qualifications? You know, there's supposed to be
a need. Tell nme where the need is for ne to have
electricity here. The need is out east, so they
didn't neet that.

They' re supposed to -- they' re supposed to
be able to do a service? These people ain't
el ectricians. They're just a bunch of people that's
put noney together that are trying to nake noney. You
know, like | said, | just can't believe that this is
happening. This is not the American dream it's the
Anerican ni ght mare.

How one guy, that you know, you work hard,
you do things right, sonme other guy cones by with a
pocket full of noney, pays off everybody, and hey, he

owns you. That ain't the way Anerica's supposed to
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be. You know, it's ridiculous. And sone of the stuff
that the governnent is doing, they're running away.
These guys are out of control. | nean, | just w sh
you guys would look at this real close. And you put
yourself in nmy shoes. Ask yourself, man, would | want
that in nmy front yard? Wuld I want nmy kids exposed
to this? Wuld | want ny grand ki ds exposed to this?
And if the answer is yes, then go ahead and grant it
to them but if the answer is no, go ahead and don't.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: 15 mi nutes.

MR, FORD: You know what, like | said, al
this stuff right here, it's, you know, the ICC,
they' ve already went to court on this thing, and it's
taken them a year and they still haven't decided.

That tells me something. How long does it take to
deci de whether this is a necessity, a need and al
that? It ain't. It really ain't. [It's all about the
noney. And that's what this country is run on is
noney. | don't care about noney. | just need noney
tolive. That's it. | don't |ove noney, but there
are sonme people that do. And that's the way | fee
these people are. They're billionaires, why do they
want to help me? WelIl, there's a reason they want to
hel p me, because they're going to get nore noney.

If they're so gracious, why don't they just
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power line and give it to us for nothing. O why
don't they pay us for the rest of our life for however
| ong that powering line is going to be there? And I
got one of those pipelines running through, and they
say | don't have trouble, well, |'ve had trouble the
| ast two years. These people got 50-foot easenents,
but yet 250-foot easenment cost ne a bunch of noney. |
got to fight themto get themto conpensate nme. They
think they own the place just because they got up a
50-foot easenent. Can | go to Ford Mdtor and rent a
section of their assenbly line down there, run ny
cattle on?

Farmi ng and cattle are a busi ness.
Everybody tal ks about this land Iike it's nothing.
It's a business, without the | and, you don't have
nothing. So if anybody el se was hurting a business,
they'd end up getting sued, and that's another thing.
This is --

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Fi fteen m nutes.

MR. FORD: Huh?

JUDCE BUSHVANN: It's been 15 mi nutes.

MR. FORD: Ckay. Let nme conclude this.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you.

MR. FORD: This is going to turn into one

gigantic lawsuit.
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JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Sir.

MR. ADAMS: |'m Robert W Adans. |'d |ike
to see ny tine to the man right here.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Ckay.

MR, FORD: This is going to turn into a
gigantic lawsuit because the way | look at it is I'm
bei ng di scrim nated agai nst because these people in
I ndi ana need power. This isn't for the good of the
whole, this is the good for a few, for a few people.
So you're going to sacrifice all of us for a few
peopl e. What nakes them peopl e any better than ne?
What are the people in the east coast doing for ne?
Not hing. Yeah. They night be buying sone neat, but |
bet they ain't buying mine. Mne' s shipped overseas.
And you guys are eating stuff that's com ng out of
Canada or Australia. The good neat goes overseas.
Everything we do goes overseas. The tractor parts --
| gointhere to get a part fromCC. They tell ne we
don't got that part, we got to order it from Europe.
The reason this country has no jobs and everybody's
fighting with everybody is because all the jobs are in
Europe now. The Chinese own us. The politicians,
they bar off, they're corrupt. They got a printing
press up there and they just print this noney, just

print, print, print, print, but they ain't got nothing
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to back it up. Well, you know, one of these days the
Chi nese and one of these countries that we owe noney
tois going to call our bluff. You can borrow from
the bank-man for two or three years and then pretty
soon the bank-man wants his noney, and then guess
what ?  You know, we have to do our own thing. And as
far as this clean energy, that's a bunch of mal arkey.

You go out there and cutting one tree, your
cl ean energy or your green energy just went out the
door. That's a hypocrite, all this is. C ean energy,
but I want to bull doze out thousands of acres of
trees. Well, folks, that's what's purifies the air.
That's what gets rid of this carbon nonoxide, and if
everybody is so worried about pollution, all these
peopl e, get a bicycle, start riding a horse. | don't
see anybody wanting to do that. | see everybody
runni ng around doi ng what they want to do.

Thing is, nobody has any apathy for the

next guy. |If it ain't happened to nme, | don't care.
It's ridiculous. Because I'll tell you what,
eventually it will happen to you. |It's just like this
power line deal. You guys let this cone through

yeah, it may not affect you guys, but one of these
days, two other people might cone in that are

billionaires and deci de, hey, we want this status or
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we want, you know, eninent domain. W need -- we need
to just do our own thing in Mssouri. W don't need a

power line running fromwestern Kansas clear across to
| ndi ana.

And another thing, if it's coming from
Dodge City, Kansas, well, why in the heck would you be
up here in Mssouri? Wuldn't you go frompoint Ato
point B; instead, they go hal fway across the state.
Run up north and back. You know why they done that,
that's so they have no opposition. |[|f they were
putting this thing in Johnson County, Kansas where the
rich folk live, hell, there'd be a hell of an uprising
then. They're running it through Cal dwell County,
because they're poor folk. W ain't going to stand
up, we're just going to take a beating. You know,
that's wwong. And | was taught if something' s wong,
you stand up for it. And this is totally wong,
because where's the next -- what's the next thing?
Like | said, you know, sonebody needi ng a ki dney,
that's inportant, we'll just cut it out of this guy
here because he ain't inportant as these people over
here.

So | want you guys, if you want to tell
them guys, hey, forget it. W don't need it, we don't

want it. They're going to go over everybody's heads,
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anybody. U. S. just like the Syria Cub -- you know,
it cracks ne up. They cone here and say, well, you
know, we're totally for this, but they' re against the
Keyst one pipeline. How hypocritical is that? | nmean,
you're here for one thing, but you do another? Hey,
if you stand for sonething, stand for it. But it
isn't affecting them and that's the bottomline to
this deal. It is not affecting these people. Once
they cone through, once they do their thing, I'lI
never see these people again. Yeah, they may drive on
the interstate and say, ha ha ha, but other than that
they're not going to live here.

Just like nme if | wanted to put a feed | ot
in next to your house? Wuld you want me to |live
where | live and put the feed | ot next to your house?
If it's your business, you should live it, breathe it,
and be there. These people live in Texas, they live
in New York City. Were are they at? | don't see
t hem here today.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: 20 mi nutes.

MR FORD: Well, if you guys want this
stuff here because |I'mnot going to need it, you want
toread it, because a lot of this stuff is off the
Internet, you can read it.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: | f you want to include it
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as part of the record, you can bring it forward.

MR FORD: It'll be fine. Like I said,
property val ues, the Canadi ans, they've done a study
on this, get on the Internet and |ook. They'll tell
you what the property value is on houses, on farm
ground, on what was up there where they're at. You
can't tell me it's going to be any different here.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN: Wy don't you bring it up
to the table, and I'Il include it.

MR. FORD: There's a bunch of stuff in
there fromthe I CC too.

JUDGE BUSHMVANN:  Thank you.

Attorneys will have an opportunity to
object if the plaintiff is included in EFS, so it wll
be adnmtted into the record subject to that. Any
questions for M. Ford?

COW SSI ONER KENNEY:  Thank you for your
testinony.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Thank you, sir.

Let's take a short break. We'll be in
recess until 12:45.

(A break was taken.)

JUDGE BUSHVANN: If everybody coul d take
their seat, we'll get started again. Let's go back on

the record.
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Next name on the list is Dalton Gatrel.

MR. GATREL: One second. They called
Dalton. \Were's Dalton? They called him

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Ch, this is Dalton?

DALTON GATREL,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMVANN: Can you pl ease state your
name for ne?

MR GATREL: Dalton Gatrel, GA-T-RE-L.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN: Ckay. Dalton, go ahead.

MR. GATREL: This power cones through, it
could fall on a house and pipeline. It can also --
ki ds can have cancer, and nom and dad told me never
light a gas can next to a fire because it wll
explode. And if you want to put gas on a stick and
light it, it can explode. And this is our farmfirst,
we shoul d have the right to say no. And | believe
that's it.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Okay. Thank you, Dalton.

CHAI RVAN KENNEY: Dal ton, thanks for being
here. Thanks for being here. Thanks for taking the
time to speak. It took a lot of courage. Thanks.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Linda Trammel | .

MR, TRAMVELL: | would like to yield ny

time to Bruce Trammel | .
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JUDCE BUSHVANN:  John Wl fe.

M. Trammell, are you on the list?

MR, TRAMVELL: Yes.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  You're a little bit
further along. Wy don't you cone ahead and do yours
now si nce you're up here already?

MR. TRAMMELL: Thank you

BRUCE TRAMVELL,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MR TRAMMELL: Bruce Trammell --

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Hold on just a second.

Ckay. Try again.

MR, TRAMMELL: Bruce Trammel |
T-R-A-M ME-L-L.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR. TRAMMVELL: In Kingston, M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, TRAMVELL: Well, I've worked all ny
life to buy the acreage that | have. And | had an
accident, and | have been trying to sell the back half
of ny property. And | pretty nmuch had it sold until
this all cone about, so | figure, just a speculation

of this line coming through has nmessed up nmy whol e
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retirenent. |'mdisabled. | can't use ny phone
nysel f, so | have either one of two choices, either |
have to lease it out and barely get anything, or
that's about all | can do because | can't sell it
because it's not worth anything and specul ati on of
this pipeline. And | don't think this should go

t hrough because | don't think it's going to help the
M ssouri fol ks because there's no power as far as |
know goi ng through M ssouri to help the M ssourians.
They' re just robbing our property, nmaking our property
val ue go down, our [inaudible] if you can even sel

it. People aren't even willing to die. So, you know,

I"ve worked all my life to get this property, and |I'm

basically -- if this goes through, it's going to be
worthless. | just don't think that it's the American
way. | don't think that -- rich people only get rich

and the poor people only get poor because they help
the folks that this is making themricher.

You know, | never served in the service,
but nmy father did and ny brother did, and that's not
what it's about, and the -- ny -- ny daughter and her
famly live up here and they farm it's going to
devastate them M other daughter has just bought a
pl ace up here, it's going to devastate them So it's

basically going to destroy ny whole fanmly, and | pray

MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Fax: 314.644.1334 www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Local Public Hearing Vol 8 - September 4, 2014

Page 68

to God that you folks setting up there take this at
heart and really think about what we're doing here.
That there's so many famlies, famlies that this is
their whole life, their whole |ivelihood and, you
know, generations, you know, | -- |'ve got cancer
already, and | want to |l eave a |l egacy for ny grand
kids and my grand kids to come for this property.
Well, this cones through, it's going to be all for
nothing. So | just hope that everybody really thinks
this over before they let it go through. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you

John Wl fe.

JOHN WOLFE,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR WOLFE: John E. WIfe, WO L-F-E

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR, WOLFE: [Inaudible] M ssouri
[inaudi bl e] State Route H

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR WOLFE: M concern since | was a little
boy, 12, and we've had the farm and about to | ose
quite a bit of it too if this power line is going to

come through there now And | don't believe anybody's
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figured out how nmuch land we're going to give to them
They actually buy it right away, but it's never yours,
you still pay tax on it, and have the regulars go

t hrough there and cut this back in 1980 -- or 1880,
and when it closed out, we had to buy our own | and
back and pay taxes on all of it again, but anyway, a
mle to 200 feet could take about 12 acres off your
farm so | nmay never have access to it today with
power lines string around they said 400 -- sonebody
said seven in a mle. | got three-quarter a mle
bottomright there next to the river, with the

pi peline, the north side, they cone on the north side
of the pipeline within a hundred feet of the barns,
and in the south it'd be alittle further away. But
anyway, it's nmoney that's worth losing to them and I
don't know why. Can't the United States do sonething
and keep the noney in our country? But if you're
going to have a line over it, why don't they let the
United States build it? Al this stuff to cone in
that the pipeline went through, there the pipeline
oftentines, why didn't they take the United States to
make it? No reason for that, they could have done
that. Wiy can't they build that line -- does it have
to cone through here, it ain't going to do us in

M ssouri any good at all. If it was, they'd put the
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transformer things back in Kansas right there on the
bor der.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Can you repeat what you
just said in the mcrophone?

MR. WOLFE: The transformer they're putting
in, isn't that --

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Yes.

MR, WOLFE: The transforners, putting in if
they want it in Mssouri or Kansas either one, it's
right there three mles to nmy house at the barn and
property line, and anyway, they're going to put these
seven lines in a mle across their Iine and have tires
on ne. They bury concrete in the ground probably
20-foot. They said last night there wouldn't be any
heavy equi pnent on the | and because a 600-ton frane,
probably set those tires right there. Concrete
trucks, probably two | oads of concrete on each one,
| oads they put on the tires. | have no idea. They
said they backhoe. Going to take a backhoe to dig
that deep all the way down. Doesn't nmake no
difference. Wy don't the United States do this
instead of |etting sonmeone el se cone? They said | ast
night that there'd be $46 billion. How nuch is our
government going to subsidize towards that?

Everything el se they do we help out, and |I' m wonderi ng
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why we can't do it. [If it has to be that, and again,
why don't they put the tires in Indiana, power,
[inaudible], they got all the -- just as it does here,

Kansas they're laying 700 mles to get to St. Louis,
and said they're going to furnish Mssouri electric,
they mght in St. Louis, but they won't bring it back
across. They have all the danms right there in Table
Rock and all that down here, but several dans produce
water, they said the waste water, goes down that dam
and all this waste goes anyway because it has to turn
| oose. Just takes electricity. There's several
things there that they're tal king about, all the stuff
in the -- taking our |and just because they got the
right-of-way or get the right-of-way, it's up to the
public, you all to stopit. And if we would need it,
surely our people in the governnent in the United
States ought to be smart enough to put this power and
all this stuff in because we have a lot of windmlls
up there in Kansas City, Kingston. Isn't it -- they
said one of themw Il furnish lights for six farns?
So that'd be a lot of windmills conming across Kansas
picking up electric to furnish all the electricity
back on the east coast.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Five m nutes.

MR. WOLFE: And | just think that we should
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think it over, our public should know about all this.
Thank you.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions?

COW SSI ONER HALL: Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Teresa Sprouse?

M5. SPROUSE: |I'mgoing to give ny tine
Lauren Sprouse.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Lauren Sprouse, you
testified in Moberly; is that correct?

MR. SPROUSE: That's correct.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Ckay. |'mgoing to nove
you to the bottomof the list.

Wel don Sprouse?

MR. SPROUSE: |'mgoing to defer ny tine to
ny brother, Lauren

JUDCGE BUSHVANN: Ed Paut z.

ED PAUTZ,

of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR PAUTZ: M nane is Ed Pautz, P-A-UT-Z

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR PAUTZ: Address is Polo, M ssouri.
Cal dwel | County.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.
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MR PAUTZ: OCkay. First off, | want to
t hank you, all of you for com ng out and giving
everybody that this directly affects a chance to nmake
a statenent and to be added to the hearings.

Myself and nmy wife, Virginia, are very much
opposed to this particular project. And agree with
nost ot her opposition that's been stated. W live on
M ssouri home place which is a registered M ssouri
century farmwhich her grandnother started and was
carried on by her father. W are now there operating
the farm W raise cattle, have chickens, pave the
ground, the garden. W take great pride in being
stewards to the land. It's one thing that's going to
be here past you and | and everybody else in this
room We will some day perish in the |and that we
have.

Gain Belt Cean Line has asked to
construct, own, operate, control, rmanage, nmaintain a
hi gh voltage DC |ine and converter station in
M ssouri. For ne, that can't put up a bigger red flag
for everybody to take note to sonebody that has
not hi ng but an idea and a pencil and paper. They've
never done anything like this before. They don't have
the equipnent. It will all be done by contractors of

sone sort. | don't think they have any intention of
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being a utility. They're just going to be a manager
so to speak, so | guess they would qualify for one of
t hose quotes.

| and ny wife feel that Grain Belt has not
shown that they've had the ability to be a utility,
and what they have shown to us personally is very
little professionalismand respect for the | andowners.
And what |'m going to base part of that on is our very
first and only personal contact with themwithin a
flier. 1'dlike to give to you as far as evidence
that was an 8-and-a-half by 11 piece of paper that
they did have addressed to nyself and Virginia. So |
can give themcredit to that, but otherwi se, it just
basically was a piece of junk mail, you m ght say.

W attended the neeting at Caneron. Went
and listened to their spiel at all their different
| ocations and would confirmthat the |ocation, that
Virginia's acreage is affected and where they plan on
going is cutting straight through the mddle of the
farm We al so have a second acreage that is over east
of this location and it would be within a half a mle
of that |ocation also.

W expl ained then that we were not
interested in having the line on our property, and |

al so questioned themthat they were a private entity,
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which they said they were, again, | told them| was
not interested and they just conme back with the
comment, well, we will conpensate you. At this point,
they're a private indemity [sic]. | have the right
totell themno. They said, we were welcone to fill
out a form which | did, again, telling themthat I
was not interested in having a |line on our property,
and al so covered again that it was a century farm and
that it could al so be considered an organic farm W
do not use sprays, chemicals, and things |like that on
the farm

And that this is causing us to | ose sleep
having to worry about it until we were going to be
notified what woul d happen. And | also did request on
this formthat when they nade the decision that they
woul d contact us so we could be at ease.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Five m nutes.

MR PAUTZ: Ckay. |In Novenber, we went to
a neeting in Gower that they hosted. | discussed or
visited with M ke Low er and asked hi m about the |ine,
whet her it had conme out and about the |loss of sleep
and stress and having to worry about it, and he didn't
show nuch concern.

In February and March | went to the Polo

of fice and spoke with Loel Nusan, asked hi m about the
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line and explained to himabout it. And he did say
soon that they would be announci ng sonet hing and check
back in a couple weeks, that it'd been noved to the
south route, and again, at that tine, | asked for a
notice letting ne know whet her they were going to send
out sonething letting ne know that they weren't going
to be crossing ny property. Yesterday | spoke with
Loel because |I never had received a letter. And he
said, I'msorry, | forgot.

So to this day, |'ve never got a letter
and Edl ar Johnson was standing there and junped into
the conversation and did a lot of talking, and so |
figured I'd ask her, what percent of M ssouri affected
| andowners are for this project? She kept on talKking,
never answered ny question. So as of today, | have no
information fromthemwhether it's going to be on ny
property or not. Only thing |I have is their Internet
site and the maps they've got on there. | had sone
other things | was going to cover, but you' ve cut me
off at five mnutes, so |I've conpleted what |'ve been
able to at this tine.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions?

SPEAKER: 1'd like to relinquish ny tine to
the gentl eman.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  What's your name, sir?
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SPEAKER: Gary Stuckl ey.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Ckay. You can finish up

MR PAUTZ: Ckay. Only other thing | was
going to say is we were also involved with the M dwest
Transni ssion Project, so evidently, where our property
is located, it's a pretty good site. But what | want
to hit on themis in January of '13 they sent us a
pi ece of mail and an envelope, a nornal formwth a
letter telling us we were in the proposed line.

In April they sent nme another letter
letting nme know where they were at in their process.
In June they sent me a letter in a post card and an
envel ope expl ai ni ng what route they had chose. | feel
KCP&L, M dwest Transni ssion Project, whatever, were
bei ng thorough, tinme confornmng, so | feel they were a
little bit nore professional

Al so, | know that you have no control over
em nent domain, but also in granting sonebody utility
status, em nent domain follows with it. That's a
tough cookie to swallow, and it's a |lot of
responsibility. This very sane farmin about 2000 or
2002, public water supply in dinton County wanted to
upgrade their lines, they already had a present

easenent across the road, and that's where the water
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line stopped at that tine.

They were upgradi ng and were wanting to go
over to Kingston to the jail and supply sone other
wat er over there. | questioned themat that tine, how
come they wanted to cone to ny side of the road? And
they told nme because the north side of the road' s got
big ditches, it will cost nore noney. It will be
easier to cone to your side of the road.

Wl |, the reason there's no ditches is
because the fellas before me and nyself work harder
for that land to try to keep it usable, so I don't
under st and what em nent dommi n nmeans, course of |east
resi stance or what's better for them Sol'ma little
puzzled with eminent domain on that. That basically
concl udes what |'ve got to say, but em nent domain is
a very strong tool. You might say that a utility can
use, so | want you to very nuch consider that in your
decision. M preference, of course, is for you to
deny, but you gentlenmen have the decision, you got
your work cut out for you. |It's very evident,
believe, that the | andowners are very mnuch in
opposition. So |I've done all | think I can do.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Any guestions?

COWM SSI ONER KENNEY:  Thank you for your

tine.
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MR WLLIAMS: Sir, did you bring sone
docunents you wanted to give?

MR, PAUTZ: Yes, | did. | would like to
admt -- this is a photocopy, but it is in color of
the one and only notification | got fromGain Belt.
That's the only personal notification | ever received
fromthat.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: That will be received into
the record subject to attorney's right to object.

MR, PAUTZ: Ckay.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you, sir.

MR, PAUTZ: Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Di ane Davi es.

M5. DAVIES: | wish to give ny tinme to
Law ence Sprouse.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: St even Newman.

MR, NEWVMAN: | want to yield ny tine to
Jennifer Gatrel.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Ckay. Jennifer Kisser?

JENNI FER KI SSER,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your name and
spell your |ast nane.

MS. KISSER: Jennifer Kisser, K-1-SS-E-R

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?
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M5. KISSER. | live in Kingston, M ssouri.
JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.
M5. KISSER: |'ve not ever been on any

proposed lines. Not in current or previous, but ny
comunity, nmy county and my state are literally on the
line and this project and these [inaudible]. | have
been fully fighting this for 14 nonths since we have
becone aware in this area of the proposed project. W
have not stopped for a day wi thout thinking about
this, worrying about it, and try to figure out what we
can do about it. |1'mopposed to this project for al
of the reasons that | andowners have spoken about up
until this point, so what | want to do is | want to
just mention a couple of topics that | have not heard
t hat have cone up, and M. Kenny, yesterday it canme up
several times, you had -- M. Robert Kenny, on severa
occasi ons you had asked people who were testifying if
their opinion would change if the route was placed in
a current right of way or perhaps buried or any other
sort of adjustnents. Primarily | heard peopl e say no,
and | would fully agree with them And the reason for
that, the problemitself is Cean Line, Gain Belt
Express.

Thi s conpany has no credibility in our

comunities. | can't even say that they've | ost our

MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Fax: 314.644.1334 www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Local Public Hearing Vol 8 - September 4, 2014

Page 81

trust. They never gained our trust. They never even

had it. They never tried to get it. They' ve treated

the rural comunities very disrespectfully from day

one. | attended several open house neetings where

people were led to believe imMediately that it was a

done deal. They pitted nei ghbor agai nst nei ghbor as

t hey wal ked peopl e through these open houses and had

you | ook at maps and gave people the illusion that

they could nove the Iine. Where do you live? |If you

don't want it here, well, we'll nove it over there.
Well, those people didn't even know they were in
harmis way. There's probably still sone to this day

that don't know that.

They' ve cone in through the back door to
our county commi ssioners, causing terrible problens
bet ween conmi ssi oners and the constituents by
nm si nformati on and havi ng t hem rmake deci si ons before
| andowners or anyone el se was aware of what was goi ng
on. | believe you have a nunber of exanples of
outright lies frompeople in Clean Line to | andowners.
| think you have some in audi o recordings. W've been
ridiculed, we've been called nanmes, and this goes back
to the infanmpbus, UCI transm ssion seninar that C ean
Li ne' s response, where there was sem nars or marketing

to Mayberry, how to work with bananas and any nore
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bees. Those were direct references to us in these
conmunities. And as we all know, they either pulled
out or they were kicked out of that, so that did not
cone to pass, but yet it was there and it was very
obvi ous what the intent was. They continue to
propagate the lie that this is -- | don't -- the

m sinformation that this project is a done deal. W
went door-to-door just Saturday, several of us, and we
had nany | andowners. You've had | andowners here today
tell you that the |and agents cone to their door, and
they tell themthat it is a done deal, you mght as
well sign now. That cannot be farther fromthe truth.
Everything -- not everything -- so nmuch of how t hey
present things is that it's a done deal. By saying it

does not nmke it so. And people are very wise to

t hat .

As you can see now, it has changed
incredibly fromthe first days when we all | earned of
this, it was -- it was kind of the feudal thing in

front of us, what do we do, what can one person do?
Well, it's changed quite a bit over the | ast
14 nonths. But finally, | do want to commend C ean
Line for one good thing that they' ve done. And that
is that they have awoken a sl eeping gi ant of

passi onate, |ike-ninded people who care about each
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other. It's not about us individually, you' ve heard
that from everybody and you'll continue to hear that.
This isn't just Mssouri. |It's Illinois, it's Kansas,

| owa, Arkansas.

We expect to very soon be connected with
peopl e in Indiana, Tennessee, New Mexico, California,
anywhere that C ean Line goes. There is likely to be
a nunber of folks, like-mnded folks |ike us. W wll
find each other. W wll all find each other

There is -- this bond that we have, | have
never been involved in anything where when | neet
sonmeone you have an i medi ate connection. | do with
every person here wearing greens, buttons, what have
you. It is an i medi ate connection. W are al
conmmitted to the very sane cause and that is
protecting our life, Liberty, happiness, and our way
of life. That bond will never be broken, and |I'm sure
that you see that and you see the passion. So please,
sirs, thank you so nuch for com ng, and pl ease nake
the right decision. Thank you.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Thank you. Mary Starets?

M5. STARETS: | donate ny tinme to Jennifer
Tranol .

MS. GATREL: Tranol is ny mai den nane,

sorry.
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JUDGE BUSHVANN:  John Sciortino?
James Burks.
JAMES BURKS,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR. BURKS: Janes Burks, B-U R-K-S.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR BURKS: Brunsw ck, M ssouri.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR BURKS: |'ma construction |ine man, |
build and nmaintain power |ines for the citizens. |
own a 40-acre farmin Carroll County. | reside in
Chariton County. | have famly nmenbers that are
directly affected by this project. 1'mnot an
authority on illness, disease, property value. | can
stand here and tell you, though, that this will create
jobs in the electrical industry which directly affects
ne. Like to stand here and ask you guys not to bl ock
this project. That's all | have.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Any questions?

Thank you, sir.

Next two names on the |ist, Donald Davies
and Robert MPhaters, | believe you both spoke at a

prior neetings, so |I'll nove you to the end. After
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that is G ndy O Laughlin.

M5. O LAUGHLIN:  Yeah. Just a second.

You know, | did speak before.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Do you want to speak at
t he end?

M5. O LAUGHLIN:. O now. But | can nove to
the end because | did speak at --

SPEAKER: He's calling you now.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: |'Il nove you to the end.

SPEAKER. No, she wants to speak now. He's
aski ng you not to speak.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  She's al ready spoken. |
have to give the people who haven't had an opportunity
yet to have their say first.

Chri s Shoenaker.

CHRI S SHOEMAKER,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spell your |ast nane.

MR, SHOEMAKER: My nane is Chris Shoenaker,
SHOEMAK-ER

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR, SHOEMAKER: | live in Macon County.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, SHOEMAKER: Dear Public Service
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Conmmi ssion, it's inportant to know that | give ny
testinony as a citizen of north Mssouri, and | have
no personal financial gain in supporting this nmeasure.
| believe this commttee's support for this project
will be a significant financial boost to the areas in
north Mssouri. Both |andowners and public taxing
districts will have benefits greatly with this
project. The taxing districts across north M ssouri
will be approximately $15.8 mllion along the route of
this transmission line. Not contacting the nunber of
contractors and enpl oyi ng nunerous enpl oyee's
famlies. This is significant income wthout other
demands for services that are not nornally required
for this significant infusion of capital. Alternative
energy is a nust for this country. It is a small step
to energy and defense. A nation's econom c prospect
is directly related to the energy cost. This
commttee's approval would be a step towards
[inaudible]. | have heard the opposing argunents,
opi nions, and positions. They're strong or opposing
this as | andowner's right of property.

In this case, the | andowner naintains full
control of the property except for an easenent for
nmai nt enance. They receive full value of the turbans

on their property. The |andowner wants options of a
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one-time paynent or annual paynent with an increase of
two percent. Landowners can continue with the | and
usage as before and will be conpensated for the
property if damage occurs. |If the regulatory body has
oversight and power to regulate with the necessary
bonds to support the danages to | andowners in case
Gain Belt does not fulfill its prom ses; therefore, |
bel i eve the em nent domain issue is noved, and | do
believe the entity is doing its best to deal with this
em nent domain issue. Thank you. Therefore, I'min
support of the project.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Thank you. Questions?
Thank you.

Jeff Gatrel ?

JEFF GATREL,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MR. GATREL: Jeff Gatrel, GA T-RE-L.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR GATREL: Cowgill, M ssouri.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR, GATREL: | would like to thank y'al
for coming. And really appreciate the opportunity to

speak our mi nds.
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My farmis not directly inpacted by the
line, although, when it originally canme out, the
mddle line ran within 300 feet of my house. As the

man that just said, and | heard sonebody el se say, it

woul d -- | andowners woul d be conpensated fully for
their land value. It was going to come right down ny
property line, between ny dad and |I's property. | was

going to get paid on half a mle. Wen | went down
and talked to M ke and Kerry of Polo, they infornmed ne
a paynent for half a mle is around $72,000. M half
of that woul d have been 36,000. | did not believe
that that woul d anywhere near have covered the cost of
the loss of value of ny house which woul d have been
300 feet fromthe proposed line, let alone ny
80 acres.

| would also |ike to say | believe in the
pursuit of life, Liberty -- life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of happi ness, and our happiness is in our
| andownership and famly farmand know ng that we can
pass our land down to our children. And | do not
support em nent donain for a privately owned conpany.
Thank you very nuch.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Questions? Thank you.
Ray Hol lis?

RAY HOLLI S,
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of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel | your |ast nane.

MR HOLLIS: MW nane's Roy Hollis,
HOL-L-1-S

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR HOLLIS: | live in Polo, Mssouri,
Cal dwel | County.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

MR, HOLLIS: | cone here today just sinply,
ny wife and | were brought up on a farmand we've
al ways chosen -- 44 years of marriage -- we've chosen
tolive rurally. | was a nechanical engineer for
General Mdtors in Mchigan, and nmy son located a farm
in Caldwell County, beautiful home, beautiful setting.
| was buying the view, and long story short, | was
notified two days prior to this being brought before
the Public Uilities Conm ssion that this transm ssion

line had switched sides, and it was going to come on

ne. So now, |'ve got a quarter nile driveway going to
ny house, little creek bottomland, 80 acres of woods.
Quarter mle drive to ny house. | sit within three

feet within the highest point of Caldwell County.
I've got a beautiful home, a beautiful view, the

entire east side of ny house is glass, and we bought a
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Vi ew.

We're not farners unless you consider five
ducks and a dog as a farnmer, but we bought that
property for that view. Being in a creek bottom where
they're coming through, | got a 13-acre clearing
there. M sons have always wanted to build hones
there. And ne being the dad | am it's not an issue.
It is now because the transmission |line provides, if
it's approved, will go right through there. So
obvi ously, where they would be setting a hone woul d be
within the easenent property. So |I'm asking you guys
to look at this froma retirenent standpoint. W al
want to retire sonme day. | sunk another hundred grand
in this place within probably the first 14 to
16 nonths after owning it by choice, but | chose to
reside there for the remainder of ny life. Now,
know that the property value's going to be severely
impacted. Can | deal with that? Yeah. Monetarily
can deal with that, that's not an issue for ne.

But it's going to be an issue for ny

chil dren because | had an opportunity to have ny

children as part of a -- as part of an acreage, if you
will, and we all live in a conmunal affair to where,
you know, | still got nmy children there. That can't

happen now. So | ask you to look at it fromthat
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angle. You don't want it in your backyard. Just
reverse the roles for a change. You look at it from
ny standpoint. You put it in your backyard and front
yard. | don't have any 200-foot trees. | got a lot
of mature trees, but that being in the | ow ground, you
put a 200-foot tower up there. Now, when | | ook out
the east side of ny house, guess what | see? | don't
see the rolling hills going to Kingston and see the
lights of Hamilton in the night. | look out, I'm
going to see tower and lines running. Selfish, yeah,
it's totally selfish because |I'm concerned about e,
but, you know what, |'ve got a neighbor that lives
across the road fromnme that's going to be | ooking at
it fromground level. [I'mconcerned for himas well.
I'"'mconcerned for everyone that's inpacted with this.
| ask you to deny thempublic utility status. | don't
know when |'ve ever known or this is the way | feel --
why shoul d soneone with noney be allowed to push ne
and all ny neighbors, all nmy farner friends, why
shoul d they be allowed to push us around because
they' ve got nore noney? | -- | don't want to live in
a country like that, and | don't think you guys do
either. So | want to go on the record that I'min
opposition to Clean Line, 110 percent.

And | just ask you guys, | thank you for
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your tine, | thank you for the fact that you cane to
us instead of us finding you, | appreciate your tine

in listening to us and just ask you and pray about it,
if you would, that the decision you make is the right
one. And ny opinion, the right decision is to not
allow themto cone through. Thank you for your tine.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER KENNEY:  Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Marilyn Culling?

Gary Stocknman?

SPEAKER Did you say Gary Stigle?

MS. STOCKMAN: No. He said Gayl Stocknman.
You mi spronounced ny name. That's okay. | forgive
you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Conme on up.

GAYL STOCKNAN,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spell your |ast nane.

MS. STOCKMAN: My first name is Gayl,
GAY-L. M last nane is Stockman, S-T-O C K-MA-N

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MS. STOCKMAN. Cowgill, M ssouri.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: CGo ahead.

MS5. STOCKMAN:  And | haven't been there
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very long, but inthe first five years we lived there.
Wasn't the first five years, first year. There was
five people that contracted cancer, and they put in
that gas line and it's affecting water there. And |
conpl ai ned about that, and now you want to put in
power |lines in these people's lands that they worked
so hard to obtain. That thing is huge and will take
up so nuch of their property and you say that you'l
give themrights? Well, my brother-in-law noved into
this house after he bought it, and the people failed
to tell himthat the Mssouri -- Public Service

Commi ssion had paid themfor a portion of his |and,
and they took part of his land after he noved in
there. And he couldn't fight it because it was
already sold to the Public Service Conmission. This
is -- this is something that is different than what
these guys are fighting, but it's the sanme because the
| and was sold before they noved into it, and he | ost
so much footage of his |land. These power |ines do
cause cancer. They do cause people to get sick.
Because that is the reason why these peopl e noved out
away fromthe city to get away fromall that noise,
away fromall that congestion, away fromall that
bui l di ng, and you guys still have stuff in the city,

that there's enpty buildings that nobody uses that.
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You' ve not made use of that. You did buy the
property, and they sit there enpty. You don't house
the honeless in them You don't feed anybody wth
them They just sit there enpty because you don't
want to put anything in them And then you pay sone
people for their land to not produce on it or aninals
or whatever, cows. That's wong. That's their |and.
And it's not right for someone to take it and do what
they wanted. That's the reason why they noved out
here. And the I and produces a | ot of good garden
products.

W have had so nuch stuff to share this
year with people that don't have food and we' ve been
grateful to share it, and we're grateful that you hear
us today, and we're grateful that you cane and spent
sonme of your tinme away fromyour offices to conme to
us. But we don't want our |and taken away from us
because we worked hard for it, and that's the reason
why we're out here in these rural comunities because
we don't want the congestion of all the power lines
and oil lines. And that cracking does cause sone of
the earth to nove. So you can see that in California
fromall that stuff that caused the earthquakes that
they have, and we haven't had that earthquake yet

that's going to cone fromdown south up through here,
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but it is comng, and part of it is the fact that you
guys have produced so nmany buil dings and so many power
l'ines, and so many oil fields, and it's |oosening the
| and and making it not producible. What are you guys
going to do? Were are you going to get this food?
Where are you going to put these cows? There's
nowhere to put them |It's not right. Were are our
natural resources? |It's affecting our water. There's
been certain communities that have not had cl ean water
fromall this stuff. It's not right. You guys have
to stand up for us. You're elected officials. You're
supposed to speak up for us, not against it. Not take
away our |and, not take away our water, not take away
our natural resources. What are we going to live on?

Power lines? W're going to look pretty funny sitting

up there. | don't want to sit on a power line. |
like my land. | like nmy vegetables and ny fruit that
| share with people that don't have enough. | I|ike

putting flowers on there and things |ike that to make
the land better. And the nayor of our town, Mary
WIlliams, worked really hard to nake our town better.
Li nda McEl wee, she works really hard to make our town
better. Pat and Marji and Donna and Betty, they al
work hard to nake our land better and to build up our

conmmunity. This will tear it apart. W don't want
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t hat .

It's up to you guys with the power to speak
up for us, because you guys have the know how and the
know edge to do it. And it's up to you to search your
hearts out and speak up for us and keep our | and
rights. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER HALL: Thank you for taking
the time to be here today. You made nention of the
M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion taking |and or
something to that effect.

M5. STOCKMAN: Wl I, you know what | mean.

CHAl RVAN KENNEY: Let ne just tell you,
we' ve got staff here that coul d perhaps answer
questions that you have with what it is that we
actually do because we don't actually take |land from
peopl e.

MS. STOCKMAN:  Well, what I'mreferring to
is nmy brother-in-law actually lives in |Independence,

M ssouri when he had land there in Sterling, and when
M ssouri Public Service bought the land fromthe
person before him

CHAI RVAN KENNEY: On, M ssouri Public
Servi ce?

MS. STOCKMAN: Got it? That's your sign

right there.
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CHAl RVAN KENNEY: But that's not us though

MS. STOCKMAN:  Well --

COWM SSI ONER KENNEY:  Ckay.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Berni e St ockman.

BERNI E STOCKNAN,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your name and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR, STOCKMAN:  Berni e Stockman,
ST-OCGK-MA-N

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR, STOCKMAN: Cowgill, M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease go ahead.

MR STOCKMAN: | retired |ast August from
the post office after working for 20 years carrying
mail, and | thought | had a pretty hard job until ny
wife and | noved out here to Cowgill. These fol ks out
here showed us the neaning of hard work. They work
fromsun up to sun down and then at the end of the
day, they ask you what else they can do for you. And
as a nenber who is going to be living there in our
retirenent years, | feel ny obligation to stand behind
all these people and oppose this project. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you.

Next name on the list is Wayne Beach.
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M. Beach, | think you testified in Caneron, so |'I|
nove you to the end.
W1 1liam Cook.
W LLI AM COCK,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:
JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR COOK: My nane is WIlliam C double O

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

MR COOK: | live in Caldwell County.

JUDCE BUSHVMANN: Go ahead.

MR COOK: | just want to bring to your
attention too that | think Mssouri should follow
Arkansas' s exanpl e and have them nove around us. It
won't bring that many jobs. It will create a few jobs
while they're doing the construction, and then they'l|
be gone because it's not going to service Mssouri.
It's going across Mssouri, but it's not servicing
M ssouri .

And anyhow, |I'mnot so sure about DC
anyway, the last tine | read about anyone trying it
was in 1886 when Edison tried to el ectrocute New York
City just to put light bulbs in and it didn't work

then, and | don't know how it would work now.
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Electricity would go fromblock to block. They had to
have a power station at each block in New York City so
they could have lights. | think we should step back,
and at | east reorganize what's going on and at | east
make sure it will benefit Mssouri. Because | see no
benefit to Mssouri at all about this. Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN KENNEY: Thank you, sir.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Ted Ri ghts.

TED RI GHTS,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR RIGHTS: Ted Rights, RI-GHT-S.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR RIGITS: | live here in Hamlton

JUDCGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

MR RIGHTS: |I'ma retired physician. |
retired a year ago, and ny concern is from persona
experience. M wife and | met each other along the
Del aware River and that was back in Pennsylvania. W
had a beautiful setting along the river, and within
five years of our being there, the Pennsylvani a Power
and Li ght Conpany cane out, and they began putting in

a power plant.
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First, it was one little power plant. Now
that thing has di sappeared after 50 years, and they've
had a second and a third one, and the size of the
thing is just continued to grow. And our cottages --
there was 25 of them-- along the Del aware Ri ver have
all been ripped down, and | can assure you that
what ever people may tell you about utilities, the |and
will never be the same, so that if you're going to put
in a series of 200-foot poles across the state of
M ssouri, that's going to be an eyesore forever. |
was in the neeting in St. Joe last night, and | was
very nuch inpressed with the presentation by a
prof essor there who stressed the necessity of a grid,
that we had to have a better grid for noving power
t hroughout the United States. | understand this.
understand al so that this is probably the first step
towards having this grid throughout the United States.

It's not that it's just going to happen
here, it will happen throughout this country. And
you're going to have a | andscape throughout this
country of studding with 200-foot poles, and |' m not
opposed to wind power or efficient use of power. | am
a nenber of the Autobahn Society, not a nmenber of the
Sierra Club, but | synpathize with them | would say,

however, that if you're going to conserve the
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envi ronnent, you should try to find sonme kind of a
solution which will at one in the sanme tine provide us
with wind power and solar power, and at the sanme tine,
let this country ook as though it's still a beautifu
pl ace to be. Instead of having the | andscape studded
with these towers, | would suggest that we go ahead
and put everything under ground. Somebody is going to
tell nme that this is technically inpossible, but | do
know for a fact that lines like this have been placed
from France to Spain, across the Pyrenees, and they
have been able to place these direct |ines under
ground. | realize that it will cost a | ot nore noney.
It will be nore expensive, but | would urge M ssouri
to be a leader in this, and if legislation is
necessary, the legislation should say that if you're
going to put in these direct -- these -- what do you
call it? Not alternating current, but DC. |If you're
going to put in DC, bury it.

And | recognize too that that will have its
own cost, that the land through which it goes wll
still be disturbed, that there will still be problens
with the easenents and all the other things, but
you're not going to have the whole United States
studded with 200-foot poles. Thanks.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.
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Judi Housh?
M5. HOUSH: | will give ny tine to Jennifer
Gatrel .
MS. GATREL: Ch, thank you.
JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Mary Jo Sl oan.
M5. SLOAN: |'d like to donate ny tine to

Jennifer Gatrel.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Alinda Baker, | think you
spoke in Canmeron, so I'll nmove you to the end.

Darl a Regnery?

DARLA REGNERY,

of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

M5. REGNERY: |'"'m Darl a Regnery, D-A-R-L-A,
| ast name RRE-GNE-RY.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

M5. REGNERY: | live in day County, but
our famly farmis in Caldwell County.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: CGo ahead.

M5. REGNERY: | think that the nost
i mportant thing to consider when nmaking a decision is
t hat one that achieves the best results. | believe
the distingui shed gentl enen produces desire to do the

best for people in Mssouri. Part of the advancenent
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in technology is that we inplenent technol ogy that's
creative, useful, and will nove us into the future.
W nust choose the nost viable option for the
long-termgood. |If there is a better option to the
current technol ogy under consideration or it will be
qui ckly obsol ete and bypass it. W expect, and
justifiably so, that any technology wll pronote
health, and if it doesn't, we wait until the creative
process engages bi g business and an option that does
preserve health and welfare. |f the idea or the bread
is half baked, we don't eat it. Mbst people are for
renewabl e energy, but transferring electricity at
trenmendous expense for miles and marring beauti ful

vi ews and destroying destructive farmand is not the
nost vi abl e option.

If electricity can be generated feasibly
and economi cally at the location it's consuned at, and
public officials there are willing and able to do so.
If we can't defer to |local generation of power back

east for political reasons, the least we can do is

bury the lines in existing corridors. |Instead of
taking ranch and farm and, |'ve heard there's a
possibility we could collect -- actually collect rent

fromconpanies |ike Cean Line Energy to use our

exi sting Mssouri corridors. That could be
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investigated. Gkay. |In addition, we need to | ook at
who wants to do business with us and have public
utility status. The best predictor of future behavior
i s past behavior, whether it is a person or a

cor porati on.

Are we marrying the first avail abl e person
standing in line or are we selecting the finest? Wo
is Clean Line Energy? It doesn't natter how many
Al KI'A, al so known as, D/ B/ A doing business as, parent
conpani es, subsidiaries, sister conpanies, a conpany
has many nore [inaudi ble] through the business
practices and attitudes towards honesty and fair
dealing by those at the top remain the sane and fl ow
fromthe top.

Have we asked themfor a list of the other
states they have done business in? Were is the
item zed conplete list of their conpleted contracts?
Have we tal ked to the other party of these contracts
to determ ne what happened to these recipients of
their goods and service? How nuch experience does
this conpany have? What nechanisns are in place to
hol d t hem account abl e and responsi ble for doing the
right thing. Before granting anybody public utility
status we need to have controls in place. If we don't

do this up front, we don't get a second bite of the
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apple to prevent abuse of power.
kay. What can go wong with the

In genera
profits,
do the work at all or abandon the work in the
Googl e exi sts.
know who wants to do business with us.
the best possible fashion.
kay. CGoogle --

wi sdom and goodness, preserve the health and

prosperity of these good natured,

and ranchers whose val uable efforts contribute to

sustaining the life of us all.

Pl ease do not use your power to comrand

great sacrifice and take fromthemto give to
that may only decide to turn a quick profit.

you for your tine.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.
Ed S. Presley nmaybe or Priestly?
SPEAKER: He left.
JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Sherri Kenpf.
SHERRI KEMPF

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:
JUDGE BUSHMANN: State your

your | ast name.

a company could scoop off a major share of

subcontract out to inferior connections,

W have now [inaudible] to want to

That said in

like God in his infinite

hard worki ng farnmers

nane and spel

Page 105

contract?

not

proj ect .

ot hers

Thank

No Ed?
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M5. KEMPF: M nane is Sherri Kenpf,
K- E-M P-F.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Where do you |ive?

M5. KEMPF: | live in Boonville, M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

M5. KEMPF: |'mhere today as a farmer, and
as a -- | tell everybody I'ma football mom |I'm
actually on ny way to a football gane, but |'ve been
following this project, and | wanted to cone and
testify on it today in support. |'mexcited about the
potential energy prospects, the potential jobs for the
state of Mssouri. | live in Cooper County.
Infrastructure has never been popul ar anywhere. It
has cone -- infrastructure cane through ny county many
years ago through I-70. It split neighbors, farns,
where they had to travel down the road, cross overs
back down to go on the other side to farmthe rest of
their farn and.

My conpany was one of the first ones to
have a rural electric co-op. It faced opposition
because it was going to have to go through areas of
people's farm and, and they did not want to give that
up, but I'mtelling you today that 1'mso glad that ny
parents, ny grandparents were forward enough to think

of my behalf and my children's behalf, and | just want
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totell you that I'"'min support of this project for
the future of our children and that maybe we can al so
be forward thinkers as well.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you.

MS. KEMPF: Thank you.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  The | ast next thing that |
really can't nmake a thing out here. The l[ast nane
maybe ends with D-A-R. Woever was the | ast person to
sign the list. Do you know who you are? No takers?
Al right. Jennifer Gatrel

M5. GATREL: | have a | ot of papers.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Let's swear you in first.

JENNI FER GATREL,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN: State your nane and spel
your | ast nane.

MS. GATREL: Jennifer Gatrel, GA-T-RE-L,
fromCowgill, Mssouri.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

MS. GATREL: First of all, | want to say
thank you. | felt Iike I've kind of gotten to know
you all and your integrity shines through. How you
sat and listened to us and had been really the
tenacity of peopl e asking question after question. It

has been an anmazing process. | really thank you from
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the bottom of ny heart.

I'"ve had the great honor of neeting
| andowners of all 14 inpacted counties, and | think
you' ve all had a chance to get to know us too. |
think you know that DR. W are in a |ot of ways
what ' s good about Anerica and what grew Anmerica, and
we are hard working, good natured people, that if any
of us thought that sonebody is not going to have
electricity, this would be a different thing
al t oget her.

The Grain Belt Express is not part of any,
as you know, national or regional grid expansion,
that's not even at all what we're tal king about. |
want to tell you a little bit about what we've done so
far, and it's not to brag. | want you all to
understand that these people who sacrificed, who work
harder than anyone that |'ve ever known gave up even
nore of thenselves, even nore of their tine and their
energy and their noney to defend what al ready should
be ours which is our property rights.

W have held nultiple neetings in all 14
i npacted counties with over 3,500 in attendance.

W' ve distributed over 5,000 brochures and signs. W
have gone three tinmes into delegation to Jeff Gity.

W' ve had nmenbers of all political and Soci oeconom ¢
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stripes work together for over a year. This appears
to be the only issue possibly left in Anerica that
denocrats and republicans can agree on. The M ssour
Landowners Al liance has rai sed over a $100, 000 of
donations nostly fromprivate -- fromprivate
donations. | recently read in a newspaper that we
were conpared to Saddam Hussein and tied to the coal

i ndustry. | want to tell you that our noney canme from
people like ne. Wen we needed brochures, ny children
sacrificed our family vacation that we saved for two
years for to be able to print themoff. That's the
kind of sacrifice that we've been tal ki ng about.

We have an attorney working for free. |
mean, | thought that was an urban legend. | didn't
even know attorneys still did that. And here he is
here today sacrificing his tine to be here because
this is inportant. Wat is happening is wong and it
nmust be stopped. W -- we have invested this nuch
tinme and energy that we don't have to spare to protect
our property rights fromthis incredi bly dangerous
precedence. W cannot fail, and the sanme will avail
{I'naudi bl e] that kept generations on the |land wll
again avail. W will not lose to Grain Belt because
we cannot. This is a fight we have to w n.

| want to talk a little bit about why it is
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we are so committed to stopping Cean Line.

It really has much to do with the conpany
as ethics and character as anything. None of us want
to do business with them That's what you've heard
over and over again. That's a conmon thing. W flat
do not want to do business with this conpany ever in
any capacity at all due to the way we've been treated.
These easenents are |like marriage ought to be. Once
you enter it, there's absolutely no getting out.

Emi nent domain in a sense is like a forced marriage
because you don't have the right to say no, one way or
the other it's going to happen. And we are asking and
I"'mgoing to |ist some reasons, and we are asking that
you take that into account. | think that Ed did a
good job tal king about the post card that we received.

| have it | abeled Exhibit A It came like this. |

don't know if you all get a bunch of junk mail. W
sure do. | happened to read it, it was in our nmail
basket after the meeting had already occurred. |If

you're a conpany getting used to sonmebody that coul d
be life shattering, the least you could do is send a
letter. And have it certified, and better yet, send
sonmeone out to talk to the | andowners. This is

ridiculous. W heard over and over again the debate

about the health effects, and really | don't know
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either. |I'mnot a doctor or a nurse. However, we've
had both doctors and nurses testify, and | think
you' Il all hear sone in Jeff Cty, but C ean Line has

repeatedly told us that the Wrld Health Organi zation
said there's no known health effects. | have here
literature from C ean Line saying that the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation says that there's no known heal th
effects. Well, we looked it up, what do you know?
The Wrld Health Organi zati on says the overall
eval uation -- extrenely |ow frequency magnetic fields
are possibly carcinogenic to humans, G oup 2B. So the
doctor who figured that out wote a -- his wife wote
a letter to the editor, Clean Line then went and said,
pl ease trust -- please ook to trusted sources.

In their own letter to the editor, Ed
Johnson had that printed off, so then the doctor's
wi fe wote back about why their -- about their
assertations [sic] what the Wirld Health Organi zation
has is accurate, so | have that that | would like to
submt into evidence.

And again, there's [inaudible] where C ean
Li ne says that the Wrld Health O ganizati on says
there's no known health effects, whichis alie. 1In
2008 they did say that, so | guess they're splitting

hairs, but | guess the Wrld Health O gani zation
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changed their nind.

kay. My good friend, Ms. Kisser, talked
mar keti ng Mayberry, so I won't dwell on that. But the
class you can see here it says, host, Cean Line
energy and the class where they say they coin the cute
little term Ni nbies, everybody knows N nmbies. The new
one is bananas [inaudi bl e] absol utely nothing
anywhere. | guess you can sign me up to eat ny fruit
because I'mfeeling that way about C ean Line for
sure. So the host is Cean Line, and in here you can
read the classes. After Cean Line withdrew or kicked
out, the whol e agenda was changed, was actually to be
respectful of |andowners.

I think the overriding thene of these has
been the broken prom ses and unsavory business. | too
had a personal experience. | wanted to nmake sure that
we gave C ean Line the benefit of the doubt. | --
after | got my little post card, | called them they
-- they never called ne back because they have a 1-800
nunber, you can't talk to a real person. So | went to
their Facebook page. | wote |I've been calling
repeatedly for a week. | would like a call back. |
finally got a call back

Eventually, | wote sonmething on Facebook

that went pretty viral, and then |I got sone nore calls
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fromdCean Line and a Clean Line representative agreed
to cone to ny farm | really wanted to have an open
m nd. None of us are opposed to sustainabl e energy.
It needs to happen, it just doesn't need to happen
with this conpany. They canme to nmy farm | talked a
| ot about the property value. And | was told by
Carrie fromC ean Line that they have nulti-studies
that shows there's no property value | ost from high
voltage DC, and | said, Carrie, if you think that | am

so stupid to believe what is so obviously a lie, |

don't know that | can trust you at all, and she said,
Il will provide -- | will provide you with the studies.
| said, | would like to see them Still waiting,
never have a -- have they energed.

Ckay. | would like totalk a little bit

about the infanbus C ean Line kick ass pizza party. |
mean, you can't make this stuff up, gentlenen. Ckay.
Here it is. So we got -- soneone at MJ wote nme and
said that Cean Line has offered coll ege students a
kick ass pizza party, so | got on Facebook and checked
it out, and what they had offered is if they could get
a thousand signatures, then they would throw them a
kick ass pizza party. | nmean, this is not -- | have
the actual screen shot fromthe coll ege campus. At

that point, Paul fromthe M ssouri Landowners Alliance
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requested the -- the e-mail interactions between C ean
Line and the students at Col unbia, so we have the
actual e-mails received to and fromwhere, in fact,
they are bribing themwth a pizza party for getting
sighatures to sway you for students who are conpletely
uni nterested, but apparently are hungry.

I mean, so they were able, | think, to get
50 signatures even bribing kids with pizza, so that's
how desperate this conpany is. You can read it in
here. It's ridiculous. Also, | found in these
e-mail s that we received pretty disturbing that they
apparently hired sone kind of cyber spy. You can read
it. 1'll read a part of it all.

We started subscribing -- H Gain Belt
team we started subscribing to a new social nedia
nonitoring service this week. It's going to be nmuch
nore informative, and nmuch nore efficient. Right now
it's taking tinme for all of our data. 1In the
neantinme, here's a quick report taking place around
your project. And then it goes on to talk about the
thi ngs we've been doing. Are you kidding me? This is
the kind of conpany we're dealing with that they need
to hire sone type of cyber spy to spy on us farners on
Facebook. | don't even know about Twitter, so

apparently --
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Okay. | want to touch on that, the el der
abuse that occurs fromCean Line. You all received
an affidavit at the |last neeting froma -- froma
| andowner that was tal king about her relative who is a
97-year-old being harassed at their assisted |living
home. | find it despicable, first of all, that a | and
chart could even go into an assisted |Iiving honme, and
when they're asked to | eave, not |eave is conpletely
i nappropriate. W also had a | andowner here today
that | think he got -- he didn't get to finish what he
was saying, but he's an elderly gentleman. He was
called on the phone by a | and agent and was told the
project's a done deal, you need to conme in and sign
your easenent, and since he already conme and had
experiences with nunerous utilities and he thought it
was, and if he had not cone to a neeting, he would
have signed an easenent not knowi ng the process had
begun. This is not the type of business that we're
wlling to do business with at all.

Next, | want to tal k about M ssouri | aw.
And you all are really the experts on this, so | won't
try to educate you, but | really am confused as to why
we are all still here. Because M ssouri |aw says that
-- and |I'Il just paraphrase it, it's Mssouri 229.100,

that unless the utility has the perm ssion of the
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county, then they cannot erect power |ines.

Well, 8 of the 14 potential counties and 5
of the 8 counties have rescinded the approval they
previously gave Clean Line. They do not support it.
You all yesterday saw two of the conmi ssioners
testified in Cinton County that they do not support
it. Thisis -- I'mnot -- I"'mjust not sure why we
are even doing this. This is -- the PSC says, the PSC
nmay not grant a certificate of convenience and
necessity unless the applicant has al ready obtai ned a
| ocal franchise, which is an absolute prerequisite.
And so | would just ask you at this point -- they have
not net it. It would be like my going to get ny

driver's license w thout proper identification. |

can't doit. So |l nean, | would love it if you could
just stanp no. |I'msure you can't, but that would be
ny hope.

By 2050, our world popul ation is expected
to increase by 2 billion people to a total of 9
billion. There's a lot of international worry and
study to deternine how we could possibly neet the
need, additionally the nedian age for farners is 59.9.
From about 1982 through the 2007 census according to
Bob Young, the chief economist with the American Farm

Bureau, folks just really weren't getting into farm ng
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that nmuch. One thing about this is clear, gentlenan
farnmers are providing the public need, arguably, one
of the nost inportant public needs.

You al so heard a lot of farners speak as to
how t hey woul d be negatively inpacted. Cearly, we do
not need to send a nessage to possible future farners
that their |and can be taken via em nent domain to
nake out of state rich people richer.

And we' ve heard debate that it's easy to
farm around power lines, it's horrible to farm around
power lines. The result is this, if you hit it, this
is what can happen. |It's a picture of a power |ine
getting on top of a tractor, for anyone that can't see
it.

Al right. | would |like to suggest to you
gentl enmen that renewabl e cannot be sustai nabl e without
it being local. | would like to repeat that.
Renewabl e cannot be sustainable wi thout it being
| ocal, and here in Mssouri, there is a |lot of great
proj ects coming on |ine.

In the news recently a huge nethane
digester, | think, an $80 nmillion investnment is being
put up in north Mssouri. Anron is doing a nationa
i nvestnent in power. There's been disclosed people

digging their own distributed [inaudible] such as
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solar and wind. That, gentlenen, is the future.

Gant transmi ssion lines transmtting power
fromwhere it can be produced, the cheapest -- and I
shoul d say in quotations, the cheapest, because it's
subsi di zed by our tax dollars, to where it can be sold
for the nost noney isn't the answer.

This is like a private partially foreign
owned conpany wanting to put a toll road through the
nmi ddl e of our state's nost productive farm ground,
only this road will start in Kansas and end in
Indiana. |If the conpany pronised it maybe kind of
sort of would let a few cars on the road in one
county, we would tell themto hit the road, and | hope
you tell Clean Line the sane thing.

We know sonme of the investors at Cl ean Line
are, of course, heavily invested with gas and oil,
with that in mnd, I'"mvery concerned with what is
happening on the plain and eastern line. The plain
and eastern electric line passes by Cushing, Cklahoma
and goes to Menphis, Tennessee. The brand new Di anond
G| pipeline product starts in Cushing and goes to
Menphis. The inpacted | andowners | have spoken with
says the route is the exact sane. Coincidentally, the
Keystone pipeline is stalled out in Cushing. M

question to you, gentlemen, is could the sane thing
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happen here? In light of the MODOT paper and Laun
will testify to that, that questions the safety of
putting a DC power line next to pipelines. Is that
not a major concern? Also, 53 percent of the M ssouri
Grain Belt route parallels the pipeline. If the power
line causes a rupture, the results could force
[inaudible]. M little son testified to that fact.
You don't | eave a gas can next to a canp fire. A
six-year-old can tell you that. You ought not put a
giant electric transmssion |ine over the top of a
pipeline, that's ridiculous. Here in tornado alley,
if -- a huge pole could get knocked into the pipeline,
which is a nere feet below the ground. ©Ch, and |
wanted to submit into evidence, it's press rel eases
about the different projects that are occurring in
M ssouri that serves M ssouri

Utimtely, what this comes down to is
property rights and eni nent domain. Here in the
country, land is usually earned with literal bl ood,
sweat and tears, often from generations of |andowners
with a vision of the future that nost include
perpetual optimsm They sinply nmake it happen. It
neans getting up early and going to bed late, and
al ways, always caring for the land. To say | own this

land is stated with pride and gratitude for those that
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have gone before. You all get to decide how nmuch
power an out of state private conpany gets to have
over us. You all determne if the precedent is set
that will surely lead to further erosion of property
rights.

You have heard a ton of reasons that you
wish for the right to sinply tell Cean Line no. To
approach us as a business to a business, those reasons
are personal because they should nmatter too because
the sanme great deternination that saw themhold on to
the land will see themfight to keep control of it.

If Clean Line is granted a certificate for
conveni ence and necessity, then in all |ikelihood, we
will be seeing the largest taking of private |land by a
private conmpany in our nation's history. Landowners
have made it clear, we do not want to do busi ness with
Clean Line. In our counties, Clean Line's nane is as
they say nud. Chances are great, but if they -- if
| andowners all ow t hensel ves to be taken through the
conbi nati on process, a group of their peers and in
conbi nation, court will award far nore than C ean Line
woul d ever willingly give.

You, gentl enen, have an incredible
privilege to protect your fellow M ssourians and al |l ow

us to get back to work. We would very rmuch appreciate
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you denying O ean Line. Thank you.

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  These docunents will be
received into the record. Subject to objections from
conpani es, and why don't we take a ten-m nute recess.

(A break was taken.)

JUDCGE BUSHVANN: Okay. Let's go back on
the record. The one gentleman that | did not
pronounce his nane correctly, so | will call himnow
M. Shrewsbury, Ed Shrewsbury.

ED SHREWSBURY,
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR, SHREWSBURY: Ed Shrewsbury,
SHREWSBURY.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you |ive?

MR, SHREWSBURY: Lat hrop, M ssouri, dinton

County.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Go ahead.

MR, SHREWSBURY: Thank you for having ne,
and | along with other people, | conmend you all for

being here and listening to the people. This power
line does not directly affect ny famly. | ama fifth
generation farner. M son is sixth generation, and

hope nmy grandson will be the seventh, and | would --

MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Fax: 314.644.1334 www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Local Public Hearing Vol 8 - September 4, 2014

Page 122

think you all have a great task and wei ght upon your
shoul ders to nake a decision |like this because the
majority of the cormments |I've heard today cone from
the people that are living here now. But you' re going
to ultinately make a decision that will possibly
affect generations to come. And | would like to use
the exanple of when | was a 6-year-old, the first high
vol tage power line came through ny father's farm

They paid so nuch a pole and so nuch for an easenent
right away. They nmade that paynment one tine,

approxi mately 65 years ago, but nmy son now farns
around those sane poles with no additional
conpensation. |In 1964 a second power line cane
through, and they, again, paid a fee for their

easenent, but | farnmed around themall ny life. Now,

ny son's farmng around themwith -- hope ny grandson
will be. Third power line came through in '84, sane
kind of [inaudible]. W're still farm ng around them

but we got paid one tinmne.

One of the things that nakes it hard to
evaluate what is this worth and how will it affect
people's lives. Wen | was six years old, ny father
used a [inaudible] corn planter that was approxi mately
5-foot wide. M son now uses a corn platter that's

40-f oot wide and a separator that's a 100-foot wi de.
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When you go farm ng around an obstacle in a field with
an inplement that's 100-foot wi de, it cuts your
efficiency and that's what Anmerican farners are about.
They're the nost efficient producers of food and fi ber
inthe world. They're going to continue to be nore
efficient.

| perceive the tine nmy grandson woul d use
sone type of air operating production. In food or
fire, a scout for insects or pests or drone or
possi bly even the farm equi pnrent may be sone type of
hovercraft. W cannot inmagi ne what night cone in the
future, so when we | ook at these easenents and ri ght
of ways, it's not a one generational cost or effect,
it's a multigenerational. And | think that's very

hard to evaluate what it would be worth or that could

go through a property. | didn't really plan to speak
so | may get lost here, and |'Il just keep nyself
down.

But | think the one gentleman tal ked about
a grid for power, and I think we all recognize, every
one of us in this roomis blessed to have electrica
service. That's the greatest [inaudible] that ny
not her and father owned a farmin the 58 years they
lived in a farm W all want to continue. If we |ook

at a map of the United States of the power |ines that
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exist today, it would likely | ook like sone type of
spi der web as they crisscross around here and there.
And | think the Public Service Conm ssion needs to
shoul der the load in figuring out howto establish a
grid that concentrates the transmission lines sinilar
to the way our interstate hi ghways are from our
traffic. Possibly if aline is going to cross
M ssouri, what about putting it on the |-70 corridor
where there's already a right-of-way or 1-29 or you
nane it, so | think there's a lot of things that you
gentlemen ultimately have to consider as to whether
you grant this or deny it because it's not a one-tine
easy-to-picture situation. |It's a great
responsibility. I'mglad I"'mnot in the position that
you are to have to nmake that decision. But as far as
these people that are farm ng and produci ng food and
fiber, | definitely stand with them

I would hate to see sonmeone el se take ny
famly farmthat's nowin the sixth generation for
sonme type of so-called public project, when we have
wor ked generations to put together, that happens to be
several hundred acres ny famly owns because we've
been thrifty and hard worki ng and good operators, but
it does nean a lot to us. | would -- | would guess

that any one of you setting in front of me woul d not
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want a high voltage transmission |ine running across
your own home property.

The other thing with the easenents, and |
don't know, | do intend to address this with ny --

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Five m nutes.

MR, SHREWSBURY: Thank you. That there
shoul d be an annual paynment for the use of this
ri ght-of-way and a bond posted that if the conpany
that gets the easenment or right-of-way ceases to
operate, that they are responsible for renoving and
renovating the land back to its original state. Take
the case of cell towers in Mssouri. Several have
been built, the conpanies go out of business. The
cell tower's on the person's | and, the conpanies
defunct, but that |andowner is responsible to keep
warning lights for aircraft on that cell tower or pay
to have it taken down.

Again, there's many things to consider.
I"'msure you all will do it, and | appreciate you
letting ne speak, and the fact that you've given al
these people the opportunity.

CHAI RVAN KENNEY:  Thank you for your
testi nony.

JUDGE BUSHVMANN:  There are six people

remaining on the list to speak signed up today. All
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si x of those persons have spoken in a previous
hearing. W have a situation where we have anot her
hearing that's going to be occurring this evening.
It's a fair drive fromhere. W're going to not be
able to take any additional w tnesses beyond the six
that |1've already signed up. And for you six people,
I would appreciate it if you only include information
that you have not already told us. | don't want you
to repeat anything that you've already said that's
already in the record and that's already preserved,
and also | would ask if you could be as brief as
possi bl e, we would appreciate it. Wth that, we would
-- the next witness is Lauren Sprouse.

LAUREN SPROUSE,
of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHMANN: Pl ease state your nane and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MR, SPROUSE: Lauren Sprouse,
SP-ROUSE

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Were do you reside?

MR. SPROUSE: | live in Leawod, Kansas and
| am a property owner on the proposed Gain Belt
Express Line.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: CGo ahead.

MR, SPROUSE: Conmi ssioner and others,
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thank you for the opportunity to speak today. Really
appreciate to take your valuable tine in order to get
the -- the right informed decision about the right to
try toreally stop this ill-conceived project by a
private conpany trying to be a public utility. Froma
background perspective, ny brothers and | operate a
farmsouth of Brayner. | proposed DC line follows the
three [inaudi bl e] pipeline right-of-ways through that
areas through about three-fourths of a mle through
our operations. This land has been in our famly for
alittle less than a hundred years. These pipelines
are [inaudible] oil lines. The [inaudible] Express
Nat ural Gas Line, and the Trans Canada Keystone XL
Crude G| Pipeline. As | said in Mberly, these
buried lines are out of site, but not out of m nd.

And | want to add to that to clarify the point | made.
Sonebody asked me if they require ongoing attention
with the landowner with varied facilities and what |
nean by that is on our land there, we've had -- we've
had our |ivestock get out through tenporary fences.

Pi pel i ne | eaks and subsequent pipeline | eaks, we've
had soil conpaction and tracks |left due to nudding
retears on our property. W've had cul verts damaged
due to heavy equi pnent. W' ve actually had the

pi pel i ne exposed because of significant erosion on the
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properties. W had our water lines cut during
construction. They didn't even know t hey were there.
They knocked down over head power |ines, AT&T and the
sane property brought in obnoxious weeds, at the
shatter canes that it's cost us additional noney,
chem cal treatnment every year to try and fight this.
The problemwe have is we currently have the probl em
with a pipeline that's too shallow with a repair that
was made that we can't farmover it safely and |ikely
going to have litigation on that pipeline to get that
pi peline lowered into the ground, and so the final one
which is kind of insult to energy, we had this -- we
had an under ground structure that AT&T |anded on our
property, and we had to buy back the land that it was
on fromthemwhich kind of reflects the flawin the
state processes around the way. [Ilnaudible] property
are handled. W literally had to buy back the |and
fromthem and then they gave us the crap they |eft
behind. And with all that said, we still prefer

buried lines than this nonstrosity that's proposed in

our area. |In fact, | wish we could have had this area
inour farm |It's a great location. | like the field
tripinour farm |In our farmthere' s el evation

change. When you | ook out the back of the farm

there's about a hundred foot el evation. These
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proposed towers and lines will be the top of the hil
and will becone the domi nant visible structure that |

estimate for three to five mles, and it will be if
Grain Belt Express gets their way and gets public
st at us.

Finally, this whole thing I was really
appal l ed by was the way when | heard how cl ose sone of
these lines could be within 250 feet froma hone.
That's -- that's -- say that | would have to go out
and |l ook at 30 to 45-degree angle and | ook up at the
porch of nmy hone if | had this line. That's just
appalling. 250 feet, that's less than a footbal
field in length, in fact, that's 83 yards. That would
be a long pass by a good quarterback; right? And
that's the distance of these lines from people's
hones. It's appalling to nme, but you know, you heard
this over and over again today, at |east a hundred
peopl e told you about these concerns. | think a |ot
of people want to focus on really the fact that
there's really no public necessity for this route and
this project and some of the unintended consequences
that may occur. You will be responsible for this
brot hers' green scheme on your watch. Therefore,
because of that you'll end up being what we'll have to

[ive with the rest of our |ives.
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First, I want to clarify here, I'ma
proponent of the wind energy. |In fact, this very hone
had wi nd el ectrical energy in 1920. And taken out in
the RAA that cane out in the '40s, but the point is at
one point, it experienced even then, the wi nd energy
is highly variable, and since the national grid likely
will own this project when it's all said and done. |
thought it would be appropriate to get sone figures
fromthe United Kingdom prepared by the John Mere
Trust, and in their research they found that w nd
power capacity was extrenely variable, in fact, and
not neeting the expectations that the clients
originally put in place in their studies.

The delivered capacity, for exanple, was
20 percent of it. It was |less than 20 percent of the
stated capacity for nore than half of the tinme, so
therefore, that would be if we were expecting at
500 nmegawatts. We would be getting a hundred
negawatts for half the tinme it was bel ow 10 percent,
for a third of the time and | ess than 1.25 percent for
the capacity for a little less than a day a nonth.
What does that nean? That nmeans for the M ssour
i nt erconnection system operator, that the supposed
500 negawatts of wi nd energy, the Anron and the other

recent utilities would still need 500 negawatts of
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conventional gas and power need to be spun up on line
when the power woul d di e down.

Therefore, if they signed a power purchase
agreenment, which | can't inmagine themdoing, if they
signed a power purchase agreenent with GBE, they'd
still have to have the same capacity on line to nmatch
it nmegawatt for nmegawatt spun up to cover when the
wind died dowmm. O the other option is you could have
that GBE can deliver that power nore consistently by
havi ng their own backup, then that backup would be the
Hol t on, Kansas, Kansas plant that's just been
approved. So sonewhere that coal is going to get
burned, and likely, if they provide power that
sonebody wants that's consistent, it would nost |ikely
take away jobs fromthe state of Mssouri. | heard
3,500 jobs, so in effect, if we bought power fromthat
and bought a reliable source of power, it would shut
down plants here and cause coal to be burning in
Kansas. | don't understand it. And the investnent
woul d still be on the books here in our state.

By the way, this variability is the -- is
what separates wi nd power as a technologist. | grew
up in the technol ogy business. It's what separates
wi nd power fromsolar. Solar is nore predictable on a

daily basis. | mght add to it that Pacific Gas and
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Electric are introducing |arge scale solar power into
the power portfolio. And in the process of doing
that, they've put in their own weather forecasting
organi zati on and that weather forecasting specifically
is there just to nake sure to know whet her or not the
sun is going to be shining a couple days in advance,
so they're going to be doing the production planning.

| said if we had this, maybe Anron is going
to have to hire some people -- maybe actually find
sone jobs for this for retiring politicians. You
nm ght be able to nake sonme referrals to people on
this. Wwo had -- who really had a good ability to
tell which way the wind s blow ng, so maybe sone good
retirenent jobs for them \Were all they have to do
is predict where the wind is blowing. It wouldn't
create jobs.

Agai n, pardon the hunor, the second point |
want to rmake is the way GBE presents their information
about this Iline. They call it a six plus or mnus
six-caliber Iine. | don't know how many of you
understand what that is. It's kind of an earn term
However, in their testinony in the Illinois issue,
they finally used layman's terns on this to show this
isreally a 1.2 nega volt |ine between the conductors,

and they al so are about either 3,500 negawatts, it's
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3.5 giga watts to reach the size and scale of what's
going on here. And delivering 3,000 acres of power

with the |arge, probably reaching tenperatures of a

150 degrees even without a sun volt on the water.

This voltage is three-and-a-half to four
times greater than any of the [inaudible] delivering
AC power. That high voltage brings with it all the
unknowns with these unprecedented | evels of voltages
around [inaudi ble], ionization, electric fields, even
though if they're in their literatures. DC fields
have el ectromagnet fields. Third point I want to make
for this is this hole around this is this |ack of
attention or disregard for the unintended consequences
of building this Iine. There are concerns by various
groups, you know, around electric fields, electrolysis
on pi pelines, coronas, and WV radiation given off by
these extrenely high voltages being used and
operational standards. This is going to be operated
by PIJMin Indiana, which neans we woul dn't have the
way the power is being controlled in the state of
M ssouri. It's going to be controlled by Indiana. |
requested M ssouri DOT to do the study on this on
hi ghways, bridges, and other pipelines due to straight
currents on this project, and their research indicated

that there is a concern for the potential electrolysis
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on pipelines near this facility especially that's
operating themin a nonopol ar configuration, which is
what they would do during the maintenance
configuration, which is smaller power than the ground
that's [inaudible], therefore, it could drive the
straight currents depending on howlong it is
operating the configuration. Electrolysis is the

bi ggest kern of the pipeline. It ultimately causes

| eaks, ultimately causes | eaks and expl osi ons, but
I've actually had the unfortunate experience and
opportunity to see a pipeline fire, and I don't know
if any of you have ever seen that, but we could see
this fire over the horizon, and we drove -- we drove

fromcentral Indiana for three hours towards that

fire, and when we got to the fire, we would -- the
fire was still probably 80 feet high, and it was a
natural gas line, | estimated when | -- just doing

some quick math on that | would estinmate that that
line is a fourth of the size of the capacity of the
Rocky Express Pipeline. So when | look at that it
seenms to nme to be so capricious that they' re allow ng
this design, to allow this structure to be pl aced
anywhere close to each other on this state. And

Will turn -- there's a lot of other findings in this

MODOT docunent .
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Il will turnit in as evidence for this
hearing of the -- the final point I want to nmake on
this is about varied facilities versus aeri al
facilities. |'msubmtting another docunent from
national grid that states around 10 percent of their
hi gh vol tage transm ssion facilities are varied and
give different information about various techniques
they use to bury high voltage lines. So I get
national grid in their hone country, find that their
citizens make them bury their lines there, but | guess
over here in the colonies they just feel to do the
cheapest way they do to put it is put it up, which is
in the aerial, and | think we need to hold their feet
to the fire on that kind of business decision.

I want to wrap up all ny comments. Like I
said, | went in difference of the schedul e here.
just want to wap up ny comments by trying to put
things on a policy note, and that is for us to kind of
devel op a | eadership blueprint for the state of
M ssouri. On this topic, first, | think we nust be
very careful not to violate and hold sacred the
property rights by making it clear what constitutes a
public utility serving our state versus the whol esal e
private transport conpany that doesn't deserve utility

st atus, nunber one.
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Nunmber two, | think we need to take a
national | eadership role on construction standards
with very stringent standards in the electric fields
like those at the Wrld Health Organization i s now
tal ki ng about. Conpani es nust design or neet or
[inaudible] if they exceed the ratio, just set the
standards for the United States. W can do that here
in the state of Mssouri. These standards al so ought
to include mnimum di stances that either underground
or overhead facilities in terns of how they could be
| ocated from hones, school s, playgrounds and ot her
properties, so these standards -- these things that
these people have to build to, sonme place, we can | ead
the country and set those standards on a policy note.

I ncluded in that woul d be consideration for pernmitting
nonopol ar [inaudi ble] of this Iine, which it has just
| ost of negative inpact.

Three, we can take a [inaudi ble] and bury
facilities for preferred solution for our state in a
going-forward basis. |If it turns out to be
uneconomical, so be it if that -- if it's not
econom ¢, bury, do the right thing, then so be it, the
project gets cancelled. And just another busi ness
deci sion, don't go on and build a fish cannery or

somet hi ng, some ot her busi ness.
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Four, we need to consider by the farm
| egislation, like that is recently passed in M nnesota
where farm and owners can opt to sell their entire
farmto the utility or private transport conpany with
addi ti onal conpensation at their discretion if they
believe the project has destroyed their property
val ue.

There's an article about that. | don't
have that as a submitted docunent, but it's the
M ssouri Farner Magazine, recently published an
article about what's set on there.

Fifth, very large escrow account policy
required [inaudible] in order for renovabl e and
recovery of AT&T. Exanple, like the one | nentioned a
while ago, so | don't have the one project, gets
started, it goes bankrupt and they abandon it and we
have a giant piece of concrete on the ground and we
can't do that on our property. |If we have with these
standards the real utilities, [inaudible] would have
the guidelines that would take M ssouri through the
21st century for a nodel states where it could, just
its |leaders to do the right things.

And with those standards in place, even the
private conpanies |like GBE can also determine if they

want to pursue their project with private
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ri ght-of-ways, but still maintain their standards to
build. | just want to close with saying we just can't

l et conpanies like Central Gid or [inaudible] make a
nockery out of our state by turning us into an 1-95
corridor, [inaudible] to drive through, and nmany of us
have been there and we just can't |et them nmake us the
door mat of the Mdwest, so they can nmake sonme noney.

Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  These exhibit wll be
received into the record subject to objections from
the parties.

Donal d Davi s?

MR DAVIS: [|'Il withdraw. And go to ny
home county in Carrollton this evening.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you

Robert McPhaters? Cindy O Laughlin.

Cl NDY O LAUGHLI N
of | awful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDGE BUSHVANN:. State your nane, please,
and spell your |ast nane.

M5. O LAUGHLIN. G ndy O Laughlin,
OL-AUGHL-I-N

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Where do you reside?

MS. O LAUGHLIN: [lnaudible], Mssouri.

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease go ahead.
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MS. O LAUGHLIN: Assuning that the projects
go forward within the paraneters that we are to set, |
do see sone positive results of it, and | wote a
little short thing. North Mssouri is a sparsely
popul ated rural area. Small businesses and their
enpl oyees struggle to survive. W have a snal
busi ness. We enpl oyee 35 people, and we've been in
busi ness about 60 years. Tax revenues are in the
decline for our county services, the largely
agricultural area results in |ow tax assessments on
farnms and hi gher assessnments on our businesses and
their enployees. Qur presiding comm ssioner recently
related to nme that his taxes were higher on his
$14, 000 pickup than the taxes on a friend's farmworth
about $350, 000. Businesses nust have work
opportunities if they are to survive. | would suggest
that a nultinmllion dollar project properly supervised
and regul ated to protect the |andowners is an
opportunity we would support. This project could
provide a great [inaudible] to our area businesses,
our enpl oyee partners and county budgets for services
to all county residents. That's it.

CHAI RVAN KENNEY:  Thank you.

JUDGE BUSHMANN:  Thank you.

Wayne Beach?
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MR, BEACH. For the sake of tine, |'l]
pass.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Thank you.

Al'i nda Baker?

ALI NDA BAKER,

of lawful age, produced, sworn and says:

JUDCE BUSHVANN: Pl ease state your name and
spel |l your |ast nane.

MS. BAKER: Alinda Baker, B-A-K-E-R

JUDCE BUSHVANN:  And where do you reside?

MS. BAKER: Pol o, M ssouri.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: Do you have sone

additional information that you didn't provide at the

| ast time?

MS. BAKER  Yes, | | ooked through ny notes,
and | did retype them | will subnmit that at the end
of this testinony. | tried to nake a point that there

were many planned and existing transm ssion lines from
Canada and that in order to shore up the Eastern
states, those nultiple transm ssion |lines can be used

i n separate sequences, you know, to provide power for
outages fromone line. And the other point | nmade --

| wanted to nmake was that the renewabl es here in our
state regardi ng hydropower can be used if we have

out ages, those would shore up our grid.
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Regar di ng engi neeri ng new t echnol ogy, we
send shuttles up into space, if thereisn't -- if --
we're presented that there's not technology to bury
these lines, cost effectively, then we need to put the
engi neers on it to engineer line burial. Do we need
to call in the Arny Corps of Engineers? They did a
great job with the dams, they've done, you know, a
great job building things. WMybe we need a huge body
of engineers that can tell us how we can bury our HVDC
lines within existing corridors such as |Iowa and
M ssouri corridors. Wen | said -- ny joke yesterday
didn't go over very well, but when | said dean Line
towers were up in the area, but not up in the area as
their operational docunents would be for four
converter stations, no one |aughed at that, so | want
to give thema little nore informati on. Converter
stations are needed to downl oad HVDC power. It can't
be downl oaded all along the route |ike AC power. The
requi red converter stations are expensive and have
limted over [inaudible] at smaller the |losses in the
converter stations may be bigger than in an AC
transm ssion line than in the sane distance. The cost
of the converts may not be offset by the reductions in
l'ine construction cost and | ower |ine |osses.

Multiterm nal systens are rare. As of 2012 only two
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are in service, the hydro [inaudible] in England
transm ssi on between [inaudible] and the [inaudi bl e]
was to al so provide power to the Island of Corsica.

So if they can't engi neer, you know, buried
I ines al ong our existing corridors, how can they
possi bl y engi neer operations between four converter
stations? M ssouri should collect highly [inaudible]
fromthe installation and [inaudi ble] HVDC that's done
responsibly, and if an entity is awarded a contract,
it should be the one to carry out the contract. And
it should be additional that this contract cannot be
sold without the Public Service Conmm ssion approval
Thank you for your time, and | would Iike these notes
appended to ny testinonies.

JUDGE BUSHVANN:  Woul d you like to bring
t hem f or war d?

M5. O LAUGHLIN:  Sure.

JUDCGE BUSHVANN:  Thank you very mnuch

This exhibit will be received into the
record subject to objections fromthe parties. That
concl udes our testinony.

CHAI RVAN KENNEY:  Thank you all for being
here.

W' ve got one nore, and | suspect we'll see

some of you this evening. Thank you. Have a good
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day.

JUDGE BUSHVANN: We're off the record.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:05 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Maria L. Taylor, a Certified Court
Reporter within and for the State of Kansas, do hereby
certify that the w tness whose testinony appears in
t he foregoi ng deposition was duly sworn by ne; that
the testinmony of said witness was taken by nme to the
best of ny ability and thereafter reduced to
typewiting under ny direction; that | am neither
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to the action in which this deposition was
taken, and further that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties thereto, nor financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of the action.

Maria L. Taylor, RPR, CCR #1684
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