BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of an Investigation into a Pending
)
Case No. EO-2004-0224

Sale of Assets of Aquila, Inc.


)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

The Staff of the Commission filed a motion on November 14, 2003, requesting that the Commission direct Staff to “investigate the facts pertaining to the scope of the Commission’s jurisdiction” regarding the anticipated sale by Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS, of its ownership interest in Merchant Energy Partners Pleasant Hill, L.L.C.  Aquila urges the Commission to deny Staff’s request to open a case, arguing that the Commission lacks subject matter jurisdiction over the contemplated transaction.  The Office of the Public Counsel has not participated in this case to date.

The Commission will direct its Staff to file a report regarding whether the parties have been or currently are engaged in negations.  Furthermore, the Commission antici​pates that it may schedule an On-the-Record Presentation regarding the question of the Commission’s jurisdiction.  At the On-the-Record Presentation, Staff should be prepared to more fully explain why it believes that the Commission might have jurisdiction over the proposed transaction.  In its Status Report, Staff may offer proposed dates for an On‑the‑Record Presentation.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file a status report no later than February 6, 2004.

2. That any party may file a response to Staff’s status report no later than seven (7) days after the report is filed. 

3. That this order shall become effective on January 28, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 28th day of January, 2004.
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