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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
In the Matter of Staff’s Audit of The 
Empire District Electric Company’s Wind 
Projects at Neosho Ridge, Kings Point, 
and North Fork Ridge 

)
) 
) 
) 

 
Case No. EO-2020-XXXX 

 
MOTION TO OPEN DOCKET 

 
COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission 

(“Commission”) and for its Motion to Open Docket states as follows:  

1.  The Empire District Electric Company (“Empire”) was authorized in  

File No. EA-2019-0010 to 1) acquire an interest in the holding companies that will own the 

project companies that will be constructing and installing the Kings Point Wind Project, to be 

constructed in Barton, Dade, Jasper, and Lawrence Counties in Missouri; 2) acquire an 

interest in the holding companies that will own the project companies that will be constructing 

and installing the North Fork Ridge Wind Project, to be constructed in Barton and Jasper 

Counties in Missouri; and, 3) acquire an interest in the holding companies that will own the 

project companies that will be constructing and installing the Neosho Ridge Wind Project, to 

be constructed in Neosho County, Kansas.  The authority granted included grants of 

certificates of convenience and necessity to own, operate, maintain, and otherwise control 

and manage the various projects, and authority pertaining to the infrastructure necessary for 

the various generators to operate as an integrated energy production facilities and deliver 

energy to the system.  

2.  Staff requests that the Commission open this docket to facilitate and retain 

discovery related to Staff’s audit of the various wind projects.  
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3. Staff anticipates that any disputes related to the level of Empire’s prudent 

investment in the various wind projects would be made in the general rate case or other 

appropriate proceeding or mechanism where Empire seeks to include its costs of the projects 

in rate base, and not in this docket. 

 WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests that the Commission open a case to 

facilitate and retain discovery related to Staff’s audit of Empire’s wind projects at  

Neosho Ridge, Kings Point, and North Fork Ridge. 

  Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Sarah L. K. Lange    
      Sarah L.K. Lange,  

Mo. Bar No. 60024    
 Construction & Depreciation Counsel 

Attorney for the Staff of the 
Missouri Public Service Commission 
P. O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
(573) 751-6726 (Telephone) 
(573) 751-9285 (Fax) 
  

       
       

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing Staff Response To Commission Order 
Directing Filing has been transmitted electronically to all counsel of record  
this 30th day of October, 2019. 

      /s/ Sarah L. K. Lange  

 

 


